Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 60
Number 4 Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume
60, Number 4

Article 1

1981

Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 60, Number 4
Florida Historical Society
membership@myfloridahistory.org

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
Society, Florida Historical (1981) "Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 60, Number 4," Florida Historical
Quarterly: Vol. 60 : No. 4 , Article 1.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol60/iss4/1

lorida Historical Quarterly, Volume 60, N

Published by STARS, 1981 1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 60 [1981], No. 4, Art. 1

COVER
Fort Pierce, circa 1900. Country people, in covered wagons, came in to town
to trade at Cobb’s store, Nesbett’s drygoods store, and the drug store. The
Hendry House Hotel, First Baptist Church, and the East Coast Lumber
Company are also visible in the photograph. Courtesy St. Lucie County
Historical Museum, Fort Pierce.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol60/iss4/1

2

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 60, Number 4

torical
uarterly

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Volume LX, Number 4

April 1982
COPYRIGHT 1982

by the Florida Historical Society, Tampa, Florida. Second class postage paid
at Tampa and DeLeon Springs, Florida. Printed by E. O. Painter
Printing Co., DeLeon Springs, Florida.
(ISSN 0015-4113)

Published by STARS, 1981

3

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 60 [1981], No. 4, Art. 1

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
Samuel Proctor, Editor
Earl Ronald Hendry, Editorial Assistant
EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr.
Michael V. Gannon
John K. Mahon
Jerrell H. Shofner
Charlton W. Tebeau
J. Leitch Wright, Jr.

University of Florida
University of Florida
University of Florida
University of Central Florida
University of Miami (Emeritus)
Florida State University

Correspondence concerning contributions, books for review,
and all editorial matters should be addressed to the Editor,
Florida Historical Quarterly, Box 14045, University Station,
Gainesville, Florida 32604-2045.

The Quarterly is interested in articles and documents pertaining
to the history of Florida. Sources, style, footnote form, originality of material and interpretation, clarity of thought, and interest
of readers are considered. All copy, including footnotes, should
be double-spaced. Footnotes are to be numbered consecutively
in the text and assembled at the end of the article. Particular
attention should be given to following the footnote style of the
Quarterly. The author should submit an original and retain
a carbon for security. The Florida Historical Society and the
Editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly accept no responsibility
for statements made or opinions held by authors.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol60/iss4/1

4

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 60, Number 4

Table of Contents
ENGINEERS vs FLORIDA’S GREEN MENACE
PLANTATION SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN LEON
COUNTY, FLORIDA: 1824-1860
SOUTH FLORIDA

IN

1860

THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE
NOTES

AND

George E. Buker 413

Margaret T. Ordoñez 428
Rodney E. Dillon, Jr. 440

AND

Joan S. Carver 455

DOCUMENTS:

FLORIDA MANUSCRIPT ACQUISITIONS

AND

ACCESSIONS

482

BOOK REVIEWS ...................................................

487

BOOK

518

NOTES

....................................................................

HISTORY N EWS ..................................................

530

D IRECTORS ’ M EETING .....................................................

535

Published by STARS, 1981

5

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 60 [1981], No. 4, Art. 1

BOOK REVIEWS
JOSÉ DE EZPELETA, GOBERNADOR DE
Borja Medina Rojas
reviewed by Robin F. A. Fabel

LA

MOBILA, 1780-1781, by Francisco de

SUN, SAND AND WATER: A HISTORY OF THE JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT U. S. ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, 1821-1975, by George E. Buker
reviewed by Nelson M. Blake
THE WESTWARD ENTERPRISE: ENGLISH ACTIVITIES IN IRELAND, THE ATLANTIC AND
AMERICA, 1480-1650, edited by K. R. Andrews, N. P. Canny, and P. E. H. Hair
reviewed by Eugene Lyon
LETTERS OF DELEGATES TO CONGRESS, 1774-1789, VOLUME 5, AUGUST 16-DECEMBER
31, 1776, edited by Paul H. Smith, Gerard W. Gawalt, Rosemark Fry Plakas,
and Eugene R. Sheridan
reviewed by Robert M. Calhoon
THE ONLY LAND THEY KNEW: THE TRAGIC STORY
IN THE OLD SOUTH, by J. Leitch Wright, Jr.
reviewed by Charles Hudson
SHUCKS, SHOCKS, AND HOMINY BLOCKS: CORN
AMERICA, by Nicholas P. Hardeman
reviewed by John Hebron Moore

OF THE

AS A

WAY

AMERICAN INDIANS

OF

LIFE

IN

PIONEER

MARY CHESTNUT’S CIVIL WAR, edited by C. Vann Woodward
MARY BOYKIN CHESNUT: A BIOGRAPHY, by Elisabeth Muhlenfeld
reviewed by Richard N. Current
SADDLEBAG AND SPINNING WHEEL: BEING THE CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF GEORGE
W. PEDDY, M.D. AND HIS WIFE KATE FEATHERSTON PEDDY, by George P. Cuttino
reviewed by Robert Harris
RICHMOND REDEEMED: THE SIEGE AT PETERSBURG, by Richard J. Sommers
reviewed by Richard M. McMurry
THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON PAPERS, VOLUME 9: 1906-1908, edited by Louis
R. Harlan and Raymond W. Smock
reviewed by Thomas D. Clark
THE NEW SOUTH AND THE “NEW COMPETITION”: TRADE ASSOCIATION DEVELOPMENT IN THE SOUTHERN PINE INDUSTRY, by James E. Fickle
reviewed by Jerrell H. Shofner
WARREN AKIN CANDLER: THE CONSERVATIVE
reviewed by Judson C. Ward, Jr.
REPUBLICANS, NEGROES, AND PROGRESSIVES
Casdorph
reviewed by David Chalmers

AS

IDEALIST, by Mark K. Bauman

IN THE

POLITICS IS MY PARISH, by Brooks Hays
JUDGE FRANK JOHNSON AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Yarbrough
reviewed by David R. Colburn

IN

SOUTH, 1912-1916, by Paul D.

A LABAMA , by Tinsley E.

IN THE REALMS OF GOLD: THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE TENTH CONFERENCE
U NDERWATER A RCHAEOLOQY , edited by Wilburn A. Cockrell
reviewed by Barbara A. Purdy

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol60/iss4/1

ON

6

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 60, Number 4

ENGINEERS VS FLORIDA’S GREEN MENACE
by GEORGE E. BUKER

late 1880s or early 1890s (sources are vague as to the
I exactthe time),
people living along the St. Johns River were
N

enthralled by the addition of a beautiful floating water plant
to the river’s scenery. Above a luxuriant green base towered a
spike of purple flowers. Steamboat operators were pleased when
the tourists admired the drifting bouquets gliding by their
vessels. Cattlemen along the river were enthused at the prospect
of a new cheap fodder for their stock. They gathered bundles
of the floating greenery to carry upriver for propagation in
their ponds and streams. Mr. Fuller, owner of the Edgewater
Grove, seven miles above Palatka, claimed to have brought
this beauty to the St. Johns River, and he believed that “the
people of Florida ought to thank me for putting these plants
here.“1
The recipient of this attention was the water hyacinth, a
fresh-water, free-floating plant. From its dark green bulblike
leaf base grow bright green upright leaves, which serve as sails
in the wind, crowned by a tall spike of purple flowers rising
three to four feet in height above the water’s surface. Below the
surface a bushy mass of fibrous roots extend out six to twentyfour inches. The flowers last only a day or two before they fade.
Then the flower stalk bends, thrusting the spent flowers and
seed pods under water. When ripened, the pod releases the seeds
which settle to the bottom or are entrapped in the mass of roots.
The seeds remain fertile for seven or more years. During the
warm-weather months along the Florida rivers the seeds may
produce two crops in their growing season, with a third ready
to mature the next spring. However, most of the plants are reproduced by the vegetative process as stolons develop from the
healthy parent plant. In a short time these offspring emit their
George E. Buker is professor of history and chairman of the Division of
Social Sciences, Jacksonville University.
1. New York Sun, September 20, 1896.

[413]
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own stolons reproducing more individual plants. The proliferation of the water hyacinth borders on the fantastic, it
doubles its area every month of its growing season. The plants
are killed by floating down to salt water, or by being exposed to
a heavy frost. Thus in Florida, as it has no natural enemies,
hyacinth propagation becomes awesome.
Water hyacinths were introduced into the United States at
the Cotton States Exposition in New Orleans in 1884. Whether
Mr. Fuller got his plants that year or received them later from
someone who had obtained them at the exposition is not clear.
However, he did put them in his fountain pond at Edgewater
Grove. True to form, the plants multiplied, and the excess
growth was cast into the St. Johns River.2 Here propagation
continued as clumps of water hyacinths drifted about on the St.
Johns at the whim of wind, current, and tide, occasionally
massing at some bend in the river until the wind shifted. People,
soon noticed these floating gardens.
By 1893 there were acres of hyacinths floating about until a
man-made barrier impeded the plant’s movement down-river.
The Florida East Coast Railroad bridge across the St. Johns
River at Palatka had planking extending from one piling to the
next almost at the water’s surface. Only in the center, where
the draw was, could the hyacinths pass the bridge. When a prolonged south wind pushed the floating masses against the bridge,
a plant jam occurred. The hyacinth became so entangled, both
above and especially below the water, that none of the plants
passed the obstruction, even in the center at the draw. For the
first time the wide St. Johns was covered from bank to bank.
The plant was no longer a picturesque floating garden; now it
was becoming a menace to navigation, a green menace.
The next year, 1894, the railroad began rebuilding its bridge,
and, when the same low braces from piling to piling were installed, the citizens of Palatka and the St. Johns’s rivermen protested this dangerous design. The townsmen called upon their
leading banker to state their case. E. S. Crill, president of the
East Florida Savings and Trust Company, wrote to C. M. Cooper,
his congressional representative, presenting his case accurately
and succinctly: “If this bridge is constructed so they can pass
2. U.S. Congress, Water-Hyacinth Obstructions in the Waters of the Gulf
and South Atlantic States, 85th Cong., 1st sess., 1957, H. Doc. 37, 13.
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through they will go out with the tide, and, when they strike
salt water, die. If they are kept south of the bridge and work their
way above Lake George, it will cost thousands of dollars to keep
the channel clear.“3 Crill stressed the urgency of the matter: “No
one can realize how fast this plant multiplies and spreads; and
when I say acres, I mean acres and hundreds of acres, floating
back and forth as wind or tide may carry them.“4 Mr. Crill ended
with a prophetic warning: “you could state the matter in such a
way as to have the party who has charge of approving the plans
for the bridge see that the river was not periodically blocked, as
it will cost thousands to remedy what can be done now with little
or no extra expense.“5 His plea for aid passed rapidly through the
bureaucratic chain from Cooper to Daniel S. Lamont, the secretary of war, to Brigadier General William P. Craighill, the chief
of engineers, to Major Thomas Handbury, an engineer in the
St. Augustine office for investigation. Crill sent his letter on February 9, 1895; Major Handbury answered the general’s letter on
April 10, 1895. This was the beginning of a project which remains
active to the present.
The story of the water hyacinth may seem to be a reiteration
of the old saw that hindsight is clearer than foresight; more importantly the narrative illustrates the district engineers’ flexibility and willingness to employ diverse methods to eliminate a
problem. That task led the district into new fields beyond the
traditional surveys and dredging. As an early participant of the
project remarked: “The subject is a novel one. To my knowledge
such a condition of affairs has never been the subject of discussion from an engineering standpoint before.“6
Major Handbury reported that conditions were as had been
described by Mr. Crill. However, during the winter of 1894-1895
there had been two freezes on the St. Johns River killing most of
the hyacinth. Yet he was convinced that “these small remnants
will be quite sufficient to again spread the plant to troublesome
proportions.“7 The only solution offered by the major was to
3. U.S. Senate, Obstructions of Navigable Waters of Florida, and Other
South Atlantic and Gulf States by the Aquatic Plant Known as the
Water Hyacinth, 54th Cong., 2nd sess., 1897, Doc. 36, 3.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid.
6. Ibid., 12.
7. Ibid., 4.
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bring the matter to the attention of the railroad officials to see
if they would eliminate the offending trestle braces.
The rivermen were afraid this approach was too passive; they
wanted more positive action. J. E. Lucas, owner of three steamboats, represented the rivermen. He made a trip to Washington
to visit the secretary of war. Lucas was armed with photographs
to substantiate his point. One picture showed his three boats in
line near the railroad bridge struggling to move through the
hyacinth mass. He said that “in three hours they were able to
get ahead only 100 feet.“8 Another picture portrayed his crews
standing on a large plant floe using axes and saws to cut through
the entangled mass in order to free his boats.
Meanwhile, Lieutenant Colonel William H. H. Benyaurd, the
district engineer, looking further into the bridge aspect, noted
that the actual construction did not follow the design submitted
and approved by the secretary of war back in 1894. He determined that the railroad had installed the low braces before the
plans were presented. Evidently when local opposition was raised,
the offending braces were deleted from the drawings. Thus the
drawings were not an accurate representation of the actual work,
even before they were submitted for government approval. Yet
it was the opinion of the chief of engineers that, under existing
laws, there was no way to compel the owners to make alterations
to the railroad bridge. However, at a later date, as opposition
grew, the Florida East Coast Railroad officials stated that during
routine maintenance the bracing would be altered to afford
relief.9 While this action solved one problem, it did not get to
the heart of the matter.
In 1897 assistant engineer John Warren Sackett of the engineer office in St. Augustine addressed the basic distress, the fastgrowing water hyacinth. At St. Francis on the St. Johns River
about twenty miles above Sanford, in the midst of the infested
region, he established an experimental station. Sackett concluded
that there were three forces available to be used against the
hyacinth: natural, mechanical, and chemical. In view of past
mistakes made by man in introducing animals and parasitic
growth to other regions, such as the English sparrow to North
America, the rabbit to Australia, and the Australian lady bug
8. New York Sun, September 20, 1896.
9. S. Doc. 36/54/2, 5-8. 13.
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to California, he discarded nature as a suitable force to be employed in Florida.
Sackett first tried chemicals. He sprayed an area with a fifty
per cent solution of commercial muriatic acid. The tops of the
plants died within an hour, but the bulb and roots were not
affected. Within a month the new growth was as lush as before
the spraying. The experiment was repeated with one hundred
per cent solution with the same result. Sackett followed with
sprays of fifty per cent and one hundred per cent commercial
sulphuric acid and with crude carbolic acid, all to no effect.
When he tried a jet of steam at seventy pounds pressure, which
shredded the tops, the bulbs and roots put forth new growth. He
sprayed kerosene, but nothing happened to the plants. He
soaked paper in kerosene and ignited the flammable wads, but
the watery plants suffered little damage from the heat and
flames. Sackett gave up on a chemical force.
Next he turned to the mechanical approach. Because the
hyacinths are ninety-four per cent water, he conducted experiments in crushing the plants using planing mill rollers. This
proved effective, for once crushed the plants did not rejuvenate.
Sackett then tried towing the plants, because it would be more
effective if he could round up the mass and bring it to the rollers.
His net, made of three-sixteenths inch cotton line, was 200 yards
long. In order for the net to be vertical in the water, one border
was weighted with lead while the opposite side had half-inch
cork floats attached. The tow boat moved out into the green mass,
slowly encircled the hyacinths, and filled the net with plants.
Sackett found that conditions had to be perfect. If the wind and
current were working in the direction of the tow, things were
favorable. But, if the wind or current opposed the direction of
movement, or if the tow speed was too fast, the plants would
jam up upon the side of the net sinking the cork line and
tumble out. The essential elements of a favorable wind, current,
and slow tow speed were too critical. It was impossible to tow
the green menace.
Results from St. Francis seemed to point to bringing the
rollers to the hyacinth. Sackett recommended the construction
of a suitable vessel such as a light draft stern-wheeler with outriggers off the bow to gather in the plants and a conveyer
system to carry the hyacinths to the rollers. Then, as the steamer
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pushed into the floating pack, the plants would be gathered,
routed, and crushed in one operation.10
The chief of engineers accepted Sackett’s proposal and appropriated money for two vessels for the two regions of the United
States then infested with water hyacinths— Florida and Louisiana. The winter of 1899-1900 produced killing frosts along the
St. Johns River, and the Florida engineers decided to hold up
construction on their boat until they had observed the Louisiana
steamboat in the field. When Sackett visited Louisiana in August
1900, he was disappointed. Even if he modified his design so as
to be six times as effective as the boat then in operation, he
realized that “the results would be so meager that very little impression would be made upon the immense fields of the hyacinths
in the streams of this district.“11 It seemed as if his work was
fruitless.
Meanwhile, the Harvesta Chemical Compounding Company
of New Orleans contacted the Florida engineers. It had a spray
which it claimed could eliminate the hyacinths. Arrangements
were made for the company, under the supervision of the Florida
engineers, to begin its experiments at Bridgeport, eleven miles
below Palatka on the west bank of the St. Johns River. From
August 10 to September 1, 1900, the plants in the cove at Bridgeport were sprayed with Harvesta’s solution. Within five to seven
days the plants died, shriveling in the process so that the dead
plants were easily torn from the living mass. The dead plants
continued to float as they decomposed, but they offered little resistance to the passage of boats. The experiment seemed successful, the cost was reasonable, less than a third of a cent per square
yard, and the solution safe. The day after spraying a section, a
cow wandered into the area and ate some of the sprayed leaves
and stalks with no ill effects.
However, the Florida engineers were not putting all their
hopes on one solution. While the chemical experiments were
under way, Sackett also evaluated a new mechanical method to
kill the plants. Joseph Allen of Macon, Florida [?], had invented
and patented a device which would tear the hyacinths to shreds.
Allen was unable to finance a working model of his machine, but
10.
11.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Annual Report of the Chief of Engineers,
2 vols. (Washington, 1899), II, 1,613-23.
Ibid., 1901, 2 vols. (Washington, 1901), I, 1,746.
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Sackett obtained some funds from an unexpended balance to
build a model. Allen’s machine consisted of a horizontal shaft
holding a number of knife blades two and a half feet long. The
shaft was mounted forward of the bow of a boat about two feet
above the surface of the water. When power was applied, the
shaft rotated at 350 rpm whirling the blades into the packed
plants. Sackett tested Allen’s device the first half of September
1900, and he concluded that, with a more rigid construction
and more power, the blades would work successfully. Still, he
felt that the chemical process would be the better solution.12
The following year, the Florida engineers concentrated upon
the chemical method. In October the steamer Le Reve, a former
houseboat rented for private parties, was purchased and fitted
with spraying apparatus. The little steamer was equipped with
a steam pump, hose, nozzles, and four steel tanks with a total
capacity of 3,000 gallons. After the installation of the spraying
equipment, there was no room for the Harvesta chemical compound. Thus a lighter was rented for $50.00 a month. It was
equipped with a boiler, steam pump, and two 8,000-gallon
cypress tanks to hold Harvesta’s active ingredient, arsenic acid.
When ready, the engineers steamed up the St. Johns River.
From November 20, 1902, until May 7, 1903, Le Reve dispensed
242,503 gallons upon Black Creek, Rice Creek, Deep Creek,
Blue Springs, as well as the St. Johns River from Palatka upstream to Lake Jessup. Not all went well on this voyage. The
engineers received complaints from cattlemen that the solution
was killing their stock. On three occasions spraying operations
were halted while tests were made to see if the solution was
harmful to cattle. The Harvesta Company agreed that its spray
was detrimental to livestock, but it stated that not all deaths
claimed could be attributed to the company’s solution, and the
engineers agreed. It was finally determined that the saltpeter in
the compound, which contained a good deal of common salt
as an impurity, was the ingredient attractive to the cattle. When
bicarbonate of sodium was substituted for the saltpeter, the
killing properties of the compound on the hyacinths improved,
and the cattle seemed less willing to eat the sprayed plants.
From then on bicarbonate of sodium was used. Both the
company and the engineers felt that the problem had been
12. Ibid., 1,747-48.
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solved and spraying resumed. Between November 1902, and
January 1904, Le Reve dispensed 1,178,602 gallons of compound
destroying 14,144,018 square yards of water hyacinths, relieving
a serious congestion of the green menace upon the St. Johns
River.13
Although the Harvesta Company and the Florida engineers
were confident that their spraying did minimal injury to cattle
along the river, the cattlemen thought otherwise. The stockraisers stopped complaining to the engineers; they took their
objections to the Congress. In the 1905 appropriation for
suppressing the water hyacinth a proviso stated that “no chemical
process injurious to cattle which may feed upon the water
hyacinth shall be used.“14 This provision applied only to Florida;
other southern states continued to be sprayed. In Florida the
engineers halted all spraying operations.
Once again it was necessary for the Florida engineers to experiment. Late in 1905 a new test station was established at
Riviera, two miles below Palatka on the east bank. Here Major
Francis R. Shunk tried to find some way to repel cattle from
sprayed hyacinth. The major experimented with many substances. His report reads like the work of a medieval alchemist:
Cow manure.— “Four ounces to 1 quart of water, strained and
sprinkled on 1 square yard of hyacinths. The cattle refused to
touch the plants the first day, but ate them readily the second
day”; Aloe.- “One of the most bitter substances known, was
tried in varying quantities; 1 dram, one-half ounce, and 1 ounce
to one-half gallon of water. The sprayed plants were eaten without hesitation”; Whale oil soap.- “One pound dissolved in a
gallon of water and 1 quart used per square yard. This seems to
be an extremely unpleasant material, but the animals apparently
did not notice it and ate the plants readily.“15
Finally, after a month of trial and error, the hyacinths were
sprayed with water in which a decomposed egg had been dissolved. The cattle refused to go near the plants. That night and
the following day it rained, still the animals would have nothing
to do with the sprayed patch. For eight days the cattle avoided
13. Ibid., 1903, 2 vols. (Washington, 1904), II, 1,185-86; ibid., 1904, 2 vols.
(Washington, 1904), II, 1,713.
14. Ibid., 1905, 2 vols. (Washington, 1905), II, 1,318.
15. Ibid., 1906, 2 vols. (Washington, 1906), I, 1,238.
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that particular mass of greenery. Unfortunately for the test, a
violent storm passed over the station producing a freshet which
carried off the egg-sprayed plants. Shunk had no way of knowing
how long the mixture would keep the cows away, but long
enough, he hoped, to allow the sprayed plants to shrivel up and
die. The experiment promised success. All of these tests— there
had been twenty-three— had been employed without adding the
plant-killing compound. The final step was to combine the
successful decomposed albumen with Harvesta’s compound. This
last process proved the undoing of all previous work, for the
plant-killers were also germ-killers. The compounds of arsenic
and copper killed the putrefactive organisms so that after a day
or two the cattle were munching as contentedly as before. Major
Shunk ended his report saying, “It does not appear possible to
continue the method of killing the hyacinth by spraying. It
therefore seems to be necessary to fall back upon a mechanical
method.“16 For the next three decades the Jacksonville District,
Corps of Engineers, combatted the green menace by mechanical
means only.
During these same decades the water hyacinths spread
throughout the state; it was no longer a problem confined to the
St. Johns River. The plants began to appear in the west
coast streams such as the Hillsborough and the Withlacoochee
rivers. The green menace followed the St. Johns River to its
headwaters, showed up on the Kissimmee River, and moved south
into Lake Okeechobee. In 1918, when the drainage canals were
connected to the lake, the water hyacinths made their way into
south Florida. The green menace was everywhere.
From 1906 to 1939 the most effective destroyer of the weeds
was the sawboat. This craft, designed by Charles R. Short of
Clermont, Florida, was an adaptation of, and an improvement
over, Joseph Allen’s revolving blades. Short used cotton-gin
circular saws of twelve-inch diameter spaced five-eights of an
inch apart. In addition to the horizontal axle extending forward
of the bow, there were two other axles mounted as outriggers
on each side of the stern of the seventeen-foot boat. The forward
axle had four eighteen-inch circular blades placed so that two
were in the center and one at each end of the shaft. This arrangement cut two strips from the pack to facilitate the boat’s passage.
16. Ibid., 1,239.
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The forward saws cut a six-foot wide swath while the two stern
axles cut three-foot swaths. After allowing for overlapping; the
sawboat destroyed water hyacinth in ten-foot strips as it moved
through the mass. The same saws which cut the plants provided
propulsion for the boat. In clear water it could make four to five
miles per hour. In the hyacinth pack the speed would be reduced.
Behind the sawboat there was a mass of shredded material which
would decompose and sink within two weeks if it was not carried
downstream sooner.17
When used properly, the sawboat was ninety-five per cent
successful in killing water hyacinths, but the magnitude of the
task prevented the United States hyacinth destruction boats
from ridding Florida’s waters of the green menace. It was considered more effective in areas of great congestion to have the
sawboats cut out large patches from the main plant-jams so that
the hyacinths might drift downstream to the sea and extinction.
For example, in 1932 the Jacksonville district removed 992,700
square yards of hyacinth jams from Black Creek and 1,617,427
square yards from the St. Johns River at Astor by drifting. The
next year the district cleared seventy-two miles of the Withlacoochee River between Pembertons Ferry and the Florida Power
Corporation’s dam. One 4.6 mile jam between Rutland Bridge
and Panasoffkee Run was cleared by drifting. As there had been
no work on the Withlacoochee between Dunnellon and the
power dam since 1928, the engineers had to remove 293 floating
logs, 25 tree tops, 250 small snags, and 100 overhanging trees to
facilitate breaking up and drifting the hyacinth.“18
Mechanical attacks upon the green menace were not confined
to United States hyacinth destruction boats. The elevator, a
barge-mounted endless belt conveyor for lifting the plants from
the water and placing them on the river bank, also was used. In
areas where the stream was narrow and the banks firm, draglines
were employed to haul the growth on shore. At other times
forked grapples on barges or land vehicles removed the hyacinths.
In places, bulldozers lumbered into marshes to clear away the
plants. Dense plant jams massed against bridge trestles sometimes were broken up by sending men out on the jam with six17. H. Doc. 37/85/1, 27-28.
18. Annual Report of the Corps of Engineers, 1933, 2 vols. (Washington,
1933, I, 444.
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foot timber saws to cut patches from the pack. Other men, using
long poles, would cast off the separated patches from the main
jam. The most primitive method was to have crews walk along
the banks with long handle rakes dragging the plants out of the
water onto land where they were left to dry out and die.19
By 1939 the district realized that drifting, sawboat operations,
and physical removal were not enough. The Jacksonville engineers set up a complex series of floating booms and plant traps
to control water hyacinth. Booms across the mouths of tributary
streams were used to halt upstream infestation. Some booms
were more sophisticated, opening when the current and tide
were flowing out and closing when wind and tide were running
into the stream. There were traps set up along the navigational
routes designed to collect the plants outside the channel so that
sawboats or elevators might be used efficiently upon masses of
hyacinths. By 1941 approximately 69,559 linear feet of hyacinth
traps were in place on the St. Johns River, 32,119 linear feet
in the Caloosahatchee River-Lake Okeechobee region, and 12,210
linear feet on the Withlacoochee River.20 With this arrangement,
the waters of the St. Johns River from Jacksonville to Palatka
were kept relatively free of plant jams during World War II,
which allowed the navy’s seaplane squadrons at Naval Air Station
Jacksonville to operate upon the river.
Meanwhile, the district engineers were alert for new ways
to control the green menace. When blighted worm-infested
hyacinths were discovered in the Withlacoochee River, the
district tried to isolate the source of the infestation. At the same
time infested plants were placed among healthy hyacinths in other
parts of the state in the hope of spreading the blight. Neither
action proved successful. The cause of the plant damage was not
determined, nor was the infestation spread to other waters.21
In 1941, as part of the nation’s military effort, the weed-killing
property of 2, 4-D (2, 4-dichlorophenoxyl acetic acid) was discovered. Five years later, immediately after the war, the United
19. H. Doc. 37/85/1, 27-28; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic
Division, Comprehensive Survey for Removal of Water Hyacinths and
Other Marine Vegetable Growths. Interim Report, Serial 32, November
1, 1948, 20.
20. Annual Report of the Corps of Engineers, 1941, 2 vols. (Washington,
1941), I, pt. 1, 706-07.
21. Ibid., 1940, 2 vols. (Washington, 1940), I, pt. 1, 743; H. Doc. 37/85/1, 36.
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States Department of Agriculture, the Jacksonville engineers, and
the Everglades Experiment Station of the University of Florida
cooperated in testing 2, 4-D on water hyacinths. The tests were
successful, and spraying operations were carried out in Florida
once more.22 In addition to 2, 4-D, the military effort during
World War II provided the Jacksonville district with helicopters,
a new vehicle for attacking water hyacinths. The copter allowed
the engineers to survey large tracts for the weed, and it provided
a steady platform for spraying from the air. On the water’s
surface air-boats were able to ride through the most dense plant
jams to spray the weed. Through the district’s continual efforts,
employing both spraying and mechanical means, the green
menace was held in check, but there could never be a let up in
the task.
The experience of Palatka is an example of the vigilance
required. Because of the district’s intense work, the water
hyacinths appeared to be under control along the St. Johns
River. In the spring of 1971, Putnam County officials asked the
engineers to restrict their spraying around Palatka. The district
agreed, concentrating its efforts upriver in the Lake George-Crows
Bluff area. By December helicopters and air-boats had cleared
the region fairly well. However, aerial surveys showed that
large free-floating mats had drifted downstream where they
were shifting from shore to shore as the wind directed. This
green menace grew to cover hundreds of acres of the river near
Palatka. Navigation was blocked, crab traps were damaged, piers
were weakened, and, in some cases, destroyed by the press of the
wind-driven plant jams, and, in addition, the plants dissolved
oxygen in the water driving off the fish. Thus the relaxing of
vigilance around Palatka brought tremendous plant-jams, with
its resulting damage to the economy of the lower St. Johns River.
During the winter of 1972-1973 several freezes burned the
hyacinths mats. That spring the district launched “Operation
Clean Sweep” to spray the plants before the growing season
allowed the hyacinths to resume its blockade of the river. For
fifty days, from six to eight crews covered the St. Johns River
from Jacksonville to Palatka. Over 3,000 acres were sprayed with
2, 4-D. In addition, nature helped when, towards the end of the
22. H. Doc. 37/85/1, 29.
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period, high winds and heavy rains flushed out many of the
small tributaries. However, the only way to control the water
hyacinth was through vigilance.23
Operation Clean Sweep became a turning point in water
hyacinth control in Florida. It was not that something new
happened, in a physical sense; it was a philosophical change.
After the clean-up of the St. Johns River in 1973, the aquatic
plant control section of the Jacksonville district determined to
remain on top of the situation. In the past the water hyacinth
had been dealt with when the problem of serious infestation
arose. Now it was decided to prevent the plant jams before they
occurred.
As a result of this philosophical change in operations, the
aquatic plant control section laid down long-range plans to
evaluate where the hyacinth were, and to schedule year-round
maintenance spraying to keep control over the plants. With
the passage of time, more and more variables were included in
their master plan, such as the environmental idiosyncracies of
plant growth and movement, the spawning period of fish, air and
water currents, and both natural and man-made obstructions to
plant flows. In addition, the section analyzed its own resources
with a view to better utilization of its services. From all of this
developed the selective maintenance control plan.24
The success of this control plan has been dramatic. With
the demise of plant jams, the section no longer has to spray
large quantities of water hyacinths, which used to stress the
ecosystem because of the large bio-mass of dying and sinking
plants covering the bottom. Public displeasure with the corps’
water hyacinth activities has dropped because of a chain reaction:
there are fewer plants; there are less applications of herbicides;
therefore, the section is less visible to the public sector. The
person who had been blockaded by the plant jams is now free
from that agitation; the person who objected to the use of herbicides is also freed from much of his concern because there are
fewer spraying operations.
23. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Proceedings, Conference on Integrated
Systems of Aquatic Plant Control, October 29-30, 1973 (Vicksburg, 1974),
Appendix, “Operation Clean Sweep,” 5-13.
24. J. C. Joyce, “Selective Maintenance Control Plan,” Proceedings, Research
Planning Conference on the Aquatic Plant Control Program (Vicksburg,
August 1977), 45-48.
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Concurrently in the 1970s the Corps of Engineers began
studying biological control of water hyacinths. This project was a
direct result of an earlier successful biological control of the
alligator weed. Adult insects of the mottled water hyacinth
weevil (Neochetina eichhorniae) from Argentina were brought
into this country. The water hyacinth weevil is a host specific
insect, that is, it subsists exclusively upon water hyacinth; no
hyacinth, no hyacinth weevil. These insects went through a brief
quarantine in California before being placed in quarantine cages
in a laboratory in Fort Lauderdale. Here they were supplied
with hyacinth leaves and stems for feeding and egg-laying. The
eggs were carefully removed, counted, and washed in a solution
to kill any fungus spores which might have been left by the
adult insects. Then the eggs were placed in new hyacinth stems.
Thus this first generation of mottled water hyacinth weevils had
been raised with no contact with the immigrant weevils beyond
the laying of the eggs.
The first generation was released in August 1972 at Collier
Estates in Fort Lauderdale. The egg required seven to ten days
before the emergence of the larva. Three months were spent in
the larva stage. This was followed by a transformation, inside an
underwater cocoon, to the pupal stage. Fourteen days later, inside
the cocoon, the adult weevil emerged to begin feeding on the
hyacinth. 25
Because the insect’s life span is about a year, it should
produce continuous overlapping generations in Florida. However, in its natural habitat, the hyacinth weevil increases slowly.
Although it was impossible to know beforehand the effect North
American predators would have on the population growth of
the insect in Florida, the field results were successful, and the
laboratory colony grew. In the mid-1970s the hyacinth weevil
was spread throughout the state. Today, 1982, there is no large
infestation of the green menace which does not support a colony
of hyacinth weevils.26
Six years after the introduction of the hyacinth weevil, another biological control was added. Between September 1978 and
June 1979, a hyacinth moth (Sameodes albiguttalis) was liberated
25.
26.

“Operation Clean Sweep,” 5-7.
Interview with Jim McGehee, aquatic plants control section, Jacksonville
District, Corp of Engineers, August 24, 1980.
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in twenty locations throughout Florida in an attempt to establish self-perpetuating field populations. The northern-most
release was near Palatka. After the first winter the moth could
not be found in the Palatka area; therefore, the second massive
release took place in the south along Alligator Alley. By 1981 the
hyacinth moths had successfully created colonies and had moved
north as far as DeLand.27
It is not expected that the water hyacinth weevil nor the
hyacinth moth will eliminate the plant, but used with the
present mechanical and chemical methods of control the green
menace aspect of this exotic floating plant has been eliminated.
The selective maintenance control plan has integrated all three
aspects of hyacinth control. Jim McGehee of the aquatic plant
control section said: “It’s a success now— the story of control of
water hyacinths. We have managed to get it back to acceptable
levels where it is not causing problems. We finally managed to do
what people have been trying to do since about the turn of the
century.“28 Joe Joyce, chief, aquatic plant control section, voiced
a new concern of his section: “One of the drawbacks of that
success is that there is no visible problem. You can’t really show
somebody the water hyacinth problem other than by stopping
what you’re doing and let it re-develop.“29
The Jacksonville district engineers had to broaden their
technical horizon in order to cope with Florida’s water hyacinths
infestation. In some respects the green menace was a harbinger
of the diverse problems facing the Corps of Engineers as society
becomes aware of modern urban-man’s impact upon the environment. Today beach erosion and water pollution join flood
control as engineering problems. Yet the district engineers
willingness to break from an older mold to experiment with
novel solutions to answer the hyacinth problem should give encouragement that the same flexibility will be applied to these
more recent problems.
27.

28.
29.

T. D. Center, Release and Establishment of Sameodes Albiguttalis for
Biological Control of Waterhyacinth, Technical Report A-81-3, February 1981 (Vicksburg, 1981), 72; taped interviews with Joe Joyce and Jim
McGehee, aquatic plants control section, Jacksonville District, Corps of
Engineers, May 6, 1981. Tapes in possession of author.
Taped interview with Jim McGehee, May 6, 1981. Tape in possession
of author.
Taped interview with Joe Joyce, May 6, 1981. Tape in possession of
author.
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PLANTATION SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA: 1824-1860
by MARGARET T. ORDOÑEZ

independence from the North was a desired goal of
E antebellum
southern leaders of the nineteenth century.
CONOMIC

Southern Commercial Convention participants strongly supported
such independence at their meetings held irregularly between
1837 and 1860. They proposed that Southerners should trade
directly with Europe for manufactured goods in exchange for
cotton and other products produced in the South. In Leon
County, Florida, newly-settled planters had arranged for direct
trade with Liverpool by 1831. Plantation supplies such as Negro
clothes and blankets, bagging, iron, and salt from Liverpool
sold at lower prices than similar goods from New York in 1835.
Although the exchange with Europe continued spasmodically,
the desire for more independence from the North was evident
in the contemporary Tallahassee newspapers.1
Efforts to resist reliance on goods shipped from Europe to
northern ports or manufactured in the North resulted in attempts
to bring about self-sufficiency on southern plantations. Analysts
disagree about the extent of this self-sufficiency, however. Eugene
Genovese notes in The Political Economy of Slavery that census
returns from the “Cotton Belt” reveal little home manufacture
on plantations and only small amounts of clothing produced in
the home. He refers to large purchases of northern manufactured
clothing and sales of second-hand clothing in bulk for southern
slaves. In Roll, Jordan, Roll Genovese amends his earlier opinion
by saying some slaveholders, “especially the biggest,” bought
Margaret T. Ordoñez is assistant professor, Department of Clothing,
Textiles, and Interior Design at Kansas State University, Manhattan.
1.

Tallahassee Floridian & Advocate, April 7, 1831; Tallahassee Floridian,
March 28, 1835, January 27, 1838, February 9, 1939; Tallahassee Floridian
and Journal, November 16, 1850. Professor Genovese wrote that such
trade between the South and Europe was unrealistic due to the small
amount of manufactured goods brought into the South and the large
amount of raw produce shipped out of the South. Eugene D. Genovese,
The Political Economy of Slavery: Studies in the Economy and Society
of the Slave South (New York, 1967), 160.
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cloth to make clothing on the plantations, but he places little
emphasis on this production. He does not mention plantation
production of yarn and cloth.2
Period writers, plantation records, and merchant accounts
from Leon County indicate that yarn, cloth, and apparel production was quite prevalent on plantations throughout the area.
Slaves on Leon County plantations made most of their own
clothing during the antebellum era. This practice enabled
plantations to become more self-sufficient, and it proved to be
more economical, particularly for the larger agricultural operations. The cost differential between purchasing all required
clothing and producing a major portion of it was enough for
planters to expend both their time in supervision and the slaves’
time in production of garments. In Leon County basic work
clothes were made most often from fabrics which had been
purchased, although some slaves spun the yarn and wove the
cloth for their clothing.
The most typical slave clothing fabrics purchased from Tallahasee merchants were cheap and offered little variety in fiber
content, structure, or design. Garments produced from these
fabrics, along with hats and shoes purchased locally in bulk,
supplied the physical needs of their wearers, but due to their
sameness and solely utilitarian nature, they failed to meet the
slaves’need for some individuality and self-respect.
Slaves comprised the major portion of the population of Leon
County from the establishment of Tallahassee as a territorial
capital in 1824 until the 1860s. The slave population in the
county ranged from sixty-nine to seventy-three per cent of the
total inhabitants during this period. There were 9,089 slaves in
1860.3 As government buildings, churches, schools, stores, homes,
and places of entertainment were built in Tallahassee, more and
more land was cleared in the outlying areas for cultivation—
mainly of cotton and corn. These products, along with a variety of
vegetables, fruits, and forage crops, in the northern half of the
county made Leon the most prosperous of the middle Florida
2. Genovese, Political Economy of Slavery, 161, 165-66, 277; Eugene D.
Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New York,
1974), 551.
3. U.S. Census Office, Sixth Census, 1840; Seventh Census of the U.S.: 1850,
400; Population of the United States in 1860; Compiled from the Original
Returns of the Eighth Census (Washington, 1864), 54.
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counties before the Civil War. With the greatest number of slaves
and the largest amount of improved land, Leon County planters
out-produced farmers in nearby areas.4 Their profits were increased as a result of their ability to produce the basic clothing
items needed by the slaves.
Reporting on the financial success of many Florida planters,
a newspaper correspondent stated in 1849 that “all or a portion
of their Negro clothing was made at home.“5 Despite the time
and raw materials needed to make clothes, many planters, their
wives, or overseers directed the slaves in these tasks. “The clothing of a plantation of negroes [sic] is in itself a great care; the
cutting, fitting and sewing, by several seamstresses for both sex
[sic], must be superintended the year round, and when they weave
the cloth, there is the carding, the spinning, the reeling, warping, etc., also to be directed.“6
Gins prepared the cotton fibers for carding, although records
from neighboring counties show that children often picked
seeds from the cotton. 7 The fibers then were carded in
preparation for spinning. Tallahassee merchants sold cotton
cards for up to sixty-two and one half cents per pair and wool
cards for thirty-seven and one half cents.8 Wool was also produced
4. Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, April 21, 1860; Seventh Census of the
United States: 1850, 402-10; Agriculture of the United States in 1860;
Compiled from the Original Returns of the Eighth Census (Washington, 1864), 18-22.
5. Marianna Florida Whig, January 20, 1849, cited in Julia Floyd Smith,
Slavery and Plantation Growth in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1860
(Gainesville, 1973), 140.
6. Ellen Call Long, Florida Breezes; Or Florida, New and Old (Jacksonville,
1883; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1962), 179. Long’s father, Territorial
Governor Richard Keith Call owned 118 slaves in 1860 according to the
1860 Leon County tax books as cited in Julia Hering Smith, “The
Plantation Belt in Middle Florida, 1850-1860” (Ph.D. dissertation, Florida
State University, 1964), 319. See also Smith, Slavery and Plantation
Growth, 219.
7. The children could have been removing seeds from Sea Island cotton
fibers which release seeds more easily than the shorter staple cotton
that was more suitable for ginning. George P. Rawick, ed., The
American Slave: A Composite Autobiography, 19 vols. (Westport, Ct.,
1972), Florida Narratives, XVII, 213, 254, 258. William A. Carr operated
a cotton gin on his plantation near Lake Jackson. He owned seventyseven slaves according to the Leon County tax rolls for 1860, reported in
Smith, “Plantation Belt,” 319, and Smith, Slavery and Plantation
Growth, 219.
8. Tallahassee merchant records for the years 1843-1861, reviewed in
Margaret T. Ordoñez, “A Frontier Reflected in Costume, Tallahassee,
Leon County, Florida: 1824-1861” (Ph.D. dissertation, Florida State
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on some plantations, and wool yarn was mixed with cotton yarn
to produce a variety of fabrics, such as kersey, lasting, and
linsey.9
Slaves spun yarn for weaving and sewing. A former slave
from Leon County reported that all the cloth for Negroes was
made from homespun thread. “Every house of any note could
boast of a spinning wheel and loom. . . . It was common to know
how to spin and weave.“10 Handmade fabric was usual, although sales in local merchants’ record books indicate that
commercial cloth was also in demand. Another Leon County
black remembered being taught to spin and weave when she was
about ten years old.11
Although local merchants’ records contain references to purchases of commercially-produced sewing thread, spinning yarn
for the construction of garments also took place on the plantations. The amount of sewing thread sold by the merchants was
inadequate to sew the amount of fabric sold for slave clothing.
The Chemonie plantation overseer’s records show slaves’ spinning
sewing thread as well as “making Negro cloth.“12 A hand-weaving
factory that produced fabric for slaves was located on the El
Destino plantation grounds.13
Records show that planters, as well as slaves, used handwoven cloth for clothing. A former slave from the Arthur
Randolph plantation stated that his mother lived in the Randolph
“mansion” and wove cloth for the family and slaves from cotton
grown on the plantation. 14 Other slave owners reportedly wore

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

University, 1978), 258. These records, from fourteen merchants, included
day books, account books, inventories, and statements of accounts due.
Records show that in 1856 George Nobel Jones, owner of Chemonie and
El Destino plantations, sent 207 pounds of wool to the Southern Rights
Manufacturing Company in Monticello to be washed and carded.
Kathryn T. Abbey, “Documents Relating to El Destino and Chemonie
Plantations, Middle Florida, 1828-1868, Part I,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, VII (January 1929), 191. In the South cotton often was
substituted for linen, and the fabric was still called linsey.
Rawick, Florida Narratives, 349.
Ibid., 59.
Kathryn T. Abbey, “Documents Relating to El Destino and Chemonie
Plantations, Middle Florida, 1828-1868, Part II,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, VII (April 1929), 303-25. Fifty slaves lived at Chemonie in
1841, ibid., 326.
Manuscript sketch accompanying the El Destino and Chemonie plantations papers, Special Collections, Robert L. Strozier Library, Florida
State University, Tallahassee.
Rawick, Florida Narratives, 242. Randolph owned fifty-one slaves in 1860.
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homespun clothing, and if they wore the products of their
plantations, their slaves surely did too.15
Determining even an approximate total amount of yarn,
fabric, and sewing thread produced on plantations in Leon
County is not possible from presently available data, but certainly
slaves on some of the plantations ginned, carded, and spun fibers
into yarn and then wove the yarn into cloth. Planters also purchased fabric from merchants to supplement the homemade
supply or to furnish all the cloth for the very common plantations
activity of sewing clothes for slaves.
With the possible exception of clothing for house slaves, most
of the slaves’work shirts, pants, and dresses were products of the
plantation. No available local merchant records or correspondence
with non-Florida firms indicate purchases of large amounts of
garments— only bulk purchases of fabric, shoes, and hats. The
construction of garments was a year-round activity on some
plantations and part-time on others. Eight seamstresses received
pieces of fabrics to sew in the slave quarters on the Edward
Bradford plantation. The cutting of the garment pieces was
supervised closely by Mrs. Bradford, probably to insure accuracy
and the best utilization of the fabric. “This was repeated week
after week, year in and year out.” The mothers of slave families
on the Bradford plantation were “never required to do their
own sewing.“16
On other Leon County plantations the records indicate that
the mistress also superintended the work of several seamstresses.
At the Chemonie plantation in 1847, “making Negro clothes” for
about twenty-five hands was a task assigned to one or two persons
during the summer months. One reference in the plantation
journal mentions “sewing, asneburg [sic] pants.“17 Garments
made in large quantities by seamstresses using fabrics purchased
in bulk meant that there was hardly any choice for the slaves
See Smith, “Plantation Belt,” 321, and Smith, Slavery and Plantation
Growth, 220.
15. Long, Florida Breezes, 186; Smith, “Plantation Belt,” 59.
16. Mrs. Nicholas Ware Eppes, The Negro of the Old South: A Bit of
Period History (Chicago, 1925), 5-6. The Bradford plantation, Pine Hill,
had 178 slaves in 1860. See Clifton Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, An
Agricultural Chronicle of Leon County, Florida, 1860-1967 (Gainesville,
1968), 11-12.
17. Long, Florida Breezes, 165, 179; Abbey, “El Destino and Chemonie
Plantations Part II,” 294-302.
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as to color or style. If there was any variety it was due to the
slaves making alterations in their own garments.
Some planters directed their slaves to make their own clothing
from fabric given them. One planter wrote about his field hands’
receiving their allotments: “Twice a-year [sic] they have the
necessaries served out to them, for clothing, &c., which they make
up agreeably to their own taste.“18 If slaves made their own garments on their own time, the planter could assign other tasks to
would-be-seamstresses, but the quality of construction must have
varied according to the skill of the sewers. This, however, would
have afforded them the opportunity for diversification. Sewers
could vary the garment design, within the limits of the amount
of fabric available, and could dye the cloth different colors. Dry
goods and drug stores sold indigo, turkey red, madder, and other
dyes, as well as mordants, although indigenous vegetable dyes
such as wild indigo, poke berries, walnuts, and tree bark were
19
more likely to be used. A local writer stated, however, that
allowing slaves to make their own clothes was less common than
having specific slaves assigned to do the sewing.20
The invention of the sewing machine made it possible to
speed up the sewing process and perhaps to increase the strength
and durability of seams. A woman interviewed in 1860 for a
Tallahassee newspaper noted that sewing machines were “one
of the best labor-saving machines in use.“21 In 1860, L. M. Folson
of Centerville in the northern part of the county advertised that
he was the agent for the “celebrated” Grover and Baker sewing
machine, and included testimonials from local residents and
planters. R. W. Fisher was one of those quoted: “Most of my
sewing on my plantation is done by a negro [sic] girl not fourteen
years old.“22 A Jefferson County planter stated that a Moore’s
18. Achille Murat, America and the Americans (New York, 1849), 81.
19. Merchant advertisements appeared often in the Tallahassee Floridian,
1831-1848; Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, 1849-1864; and Tallahassee
Florida Sentinel, 1841-1861; Rawick, Florida Narratives, 338; Comte de
Castlenau, “Essay on ‘Middle Florida,” Arthur R. Seymour, trans.,
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXVI (January 1948), 228.
20. Long, Florida Breezes, 165. Mrs. Long also mentioned slave women
sewing and knitting as they sat in the doorways of their homes on the
Fred Cotten plantation. According to Leon County tax book, 1860 as
reported in Smith, “Plantation Belt,” 319, and Smith, Slavery and Plantation Growth, 219, the Cotten plantation had 274 slaves in 1860.
21. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, July 7, 1860.
22. Ibid., March 17, 1860. R. W. Fisher owned forty-five slaves that year
according to the Leon County tax book, 1860, as reported in Smith, “The
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Patent Family Sewing Machine had been used for eight months
on his plantation: “It will sew from the finest to the coarsest
cloth. It has done all the sewing for the family and made all the
negro [sic] clothes— will sew with any kind of thread. I can
recommend the Machine to any person that wants one, as being
as good as any in use.“23
Fabric to be made into slave clothes was purchased in long
pieces and in bales. Pieces of cloth sometimes measured over
100 yards in length, and bales of fabric varied from 350 to 1,000
pounds, averaging 650 pounds. Based on an examination of over
2,150 sales transactions involving 38,289 yards of fabric sold by
Tallahassee merchants from 1840 to 1861, an analysis indicates
one-third of the fabric sold was cut in lengths over 100 yards.
These long pieces of fabric may have had a variety of uses, but
a major purpose was slave clothing.
Fabric sold by Tallahassee merchants in small quantities cost
almost three times more than cloth cut in long lengths. Obviously planters, whenever possible, purchased cheap fabric in
large quantities, because they could cut costs by buying fabric in
bulk. The result was that clothing made from only one or two
lengths of fabric was monotonous and lacked individuality.
The least expensive serviceable fabrics were selected. Analysis
of Tallahassee merchants’ sales reveals that six materials were
usually selected for slave clothing. Five were made of cotton or
linen— osnaburg, domestic, shirting, sheeting, and stripes.24 Kersey,
the sixth, was composed of wool or a wool and cotton mixture.
Often mentioned in newspaper advertisements as slave cloths,
these fabrics almost always sold for less than twenty-five cents per
yard. Half their sales were for one bit (twelve and one half cents)
or less, with one bit the most overwhelmingly popular price.
Kersey cost more because of its wool content.
Two other characteristics of the typical slave fabrics further
Plantation Belt,” 320, and Smith, Slavery and Plantation Growth, 220.
In the advertisement Folson used the term, “servant” rather than slave
in stating that young servants could use his reliable and durable machine.
23. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, July 7, 1860.
24. Sales entries of cotton and linen fabrics often used for slave clothes
had the width measurement included. Width designations were based
on quarter yards— eighteen inches or two quarters was written 2-4;
forty-five inches or five quarters was written 5-4, etc. See Mary Brooks
Picken, Sewing Materials (Scranton, 1924), 187.
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distinguished them from more expensive fabrics. While the
more costly fashion fabrics varied in price seasonally, cloth used
for slave garments did not vary much in price during the year.
Fashionable fabrics often cost less during the second and third
quarters of the year, but the six typical slave fabrics, particularly
shirting, osnaburg, and kersey, had little price variation. The
price of shirting and osnaburg also changed less from year to
year than all the other fabrics studied over the twenty-year span
prior to 1860.
The slave fabrics’ sale prices differed from those of fashion
fabrics over the period from 1844 to 1861. With 1844 prices as a
base, slave fabrics after 1846 averaged consistently higher than
their 1844 prices, but fashion fabrics averaged lower than their
base year price. By 1846 the national economy was improving
after a depression period, and an era of material prosperity had
begun. Slave prices were increasing, and so were the costs of
fabrics used for slave apparel. The downward trend for fashion
fabrics could have been the result of the lowered duties on imported materials due to the 1846 Walker Tariff.25
In addition to the typical slave fabrics of osnaburg, domestic,
shirting, sheeting, stripes, and kersey, a few other fabrics could
be identified as being used occasionally for slave clothing. This
is determined by records which show sales of lengths of cloth
longer than was necessary for a single garment. These included
kersey, homespun, denim, calico, ticking, drill, cottonade, and
jean. Newspaper advertisements mentioned these fabrics as being
available for slave clothing.
Advertisements touting the goods that Tallahassee merchants
had to sell occasionally included the term “negro clothing,” but
in the lists of specific items to be found in the stores, only shoes,
caps, hats, and fabrics were specified for slaves. No mention was
found of second-hand clothes for sale in Tallahassee. The records
did not list pants, coats, or shirts as being sold in large number
for slaves, but they did contain many entries for large purchases
of hats and shoes. Plantation records reflect the same situation.
Wool hats for slaves sold for as little as fifty-four cents, while
the minimum cost for “slave hats” of unspecified material was
25. Clement Eaton, A History of the Old South: The Emergence of a Reluctant Nation, 3rd ed. (New York, 1975), 237; F. W. Taussig, The
Tariff History of the United States, 7th ed. (New York, 1923), 114-16.
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ten cents. Palm leaf and straw hats worn during the summer
months were also quite inexpensive. Planters often bought these
hats by the dozen.
On some plantations slaves made shoes, but many Leon
County planters purchased shoes in quantity for their slaves.
Stores carried large stocks of shoes; merchants advertised up to
2,000 pairs of shoes for sale in a single store as early as 1831. Bulk
purchases involved over 100 pairs bought at one time. “Heavy
brogans for plantation use,” “course [sic] Negro shoes,” and
“stout and well made shoes for Negroes” were frequent descriptions. “Thick soled and double soled” were other terms
used to describe slave shoes. “Russet,” “kipped,” and “pegged”
brogans often were designated as slave shoes. In the late 1850s
when slavery was becoming an increasingly sensitive subject in the
South and throughout the country, “servants’shoes” began to be
substituted for “slave shoes” in the advertisements.
The cost of shoes for slaves ran as low as $.62 per pair, but
the average price for shoes bought in quantity was $1.07 per
pair. Not buying the cheapest shoes indicated that durability
was of some importance to the planters. Whether the slaves wore
the shoes provided them is another question. One former Leon
County slave stated that he could not remember seeing his mother
ever wear shoes, even in the winter. He did not indicate if this,
was by choice or necessity. Another slave from the Carr plantation recalled the owner’s reprimanding slaves for pulling their
shoes off and leaving them in the field. Lack of comfort could
have been a factor, especially with new shoes that were made of
stiff, sometimes untanned leather that gradually had to mold
to the shape of the foot because the shoes were made on straightlasts, not shaped for left and right. The merchant and plantation
records as well as slave narratives show that many blacks were
provided with shoes for protection at least during the winter.26
The prices of shoes and hats purchased in bulk followed the
same trend that the slave fabrics established from the base years
of 1844 to 1861, with an increase in price after 1846. The other
ready-made apparel and accessories not specified for slaves averaged little change after 1846. The costs of fabrics and accessories
for the slave clothing increased during the 1850s as the prices
26.

Rawick, Florida Narratives, 3, 5, 251.
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for slaves themselves rose. This increase in prices further encouraged the planter to seek out less expensive fabric and accessories to purchase in bulk quantities. None of the sources
indicated that planters cut allotments of fabric, shoes, and hats
to the slaves as prices rose. As slaves became more valuable
property, the necessity for their adequate care also increased.
Slave owners and overseers did not all use the same basis for
establishing allotments of fabric or garments, shoes, and hats.
Reports described some slaves as “dirty,” “ill-dressed,” and “badly
clothed.“27 One newly-arrived settler in Leon County, who was
working to get started with her three slaves, used part of a wagon
cover to make a bed case for one of the blacks and to make a shirt
for another whom she described as “literally naked.” She wrote in
1829: “and when Francis [Eppes] went last to Magnolia I was obligated to send for providence cloth for a habit apiece for Agnes
and Nanny. They wore out each a suit completely in the journey,
and have been so indecent lately, and indeed in such absolute
want, that I did not think it right to carry my economy any
farther.“28
These poorly dressed slaves seem to have been the exception
rather than the rule, however. Other sources report that many
of the slaves on plantations were clothed adequately. Advertisements for runaway slaves indicate that some slaves were dressed
very well. Coats and hats often were described as part of the
dress of a runaway.29
Adequacy of cloth allotments is difficult to compute with
existing data; shoe allotments are different. The number of
slave shoes made or purchased often approximated the number
of adult slaves on a plantation. An observer of plantation life
in north Florida reported that slaves in the new territory had
“the necessaries served out to them” twice a year.30 Plantation
records show these times to be summer and winter. Contracts
and court records indicate clothing allotments for hired slaves.
Three examples from Leon County specified a minimum of two
27. Tallahassee Floridian & Advocate, October 24, December 27, 1831.
28. Harriet Randolph to Mrs. Thomas Eston Randolph, September 8, 1829.
in Randolph family papers, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee.
29. Tallahassee Floridian & Advocate, April 5, 1856; Tallahassee Floridian,
May 25, 1839, February 13, 1841; Long, Florida Breezes, 219; Eppes,
Negro of the Old South, 23, 85; F. A. Byrd to Colonel Osborn, December 18, 1865, F. A. Byrd Papers, Strozier Library, Special Collections.
30. Murat, America and the Americans, 81.
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suits of clothes, a hat, and a pair of shoes. A minimum of clothing
seems to have been considered adequate for slaves although one
historian; John Blassingame, emphasizes that the “average”
amount allotted per person might be adequate for one slave
and not for another.31
Genovese figured that slaveholders during the last decade
before the Civil War spent from $7.00 to $10.00 per year to
clothe an adult slave, although some might have expended a
larger sum. Data from the Tallahassee merchant records of the
period indicate that the amount also could be much lower if
the planter purchased the cheapest cloth and accessories. Making
the cloth on the plantation would lower the charges at the
stores even more. If a yearly allotment consisted of two pairs
of shoes, two hats (one summer, one winter), and fabric for
two kersey suits (pants and shirts or jackets) and two osnaburg
suits (pants and shirts), the costs in Leon County would range
from $4.75 for the least expensive materials to $7.75 for averagepriced goods. Genovese’s estimate for the same amount of clothing
is higher than this but probably was based on manufactured
garments rather than plantation-made items.32
Some opportunities for slaves’ acquiring additional clothing
existed. House slaves were most often the ones to receive secondhand clothes cast off by members of the planter’s family. This
was less likely for field hands although they usually were included
when gifts and clothes were given for special reasons. Headkerchiefs or other trifles were awarded for accomplishments like
picking the most cotton. At Christmas, slaves might receive such
items as “bright-hued” bandanas, dress fabrics, plaid shawls, hats,
vests, or “Sunday” shoes.33
Several sources indicate that slaves had opportunities to make
some money either from extra labor or by cultivating gardens
and bartering their produce. Stores in Tallahassee were open for
business on Sunday, and slaves often were permitted to go to
34
town to trade on their day off. This way slaves could add to
31. Smith, “Plantation Belt,” 127; Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April
5, 1856; Tallahassee Floridian, May 25, 1839, February 13, 1841; John W.
Blassingame, The Slave Community, Plantation Life in the Antebellum South (New York, 1972), 158.
32. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, 551.
33. Long, Florida Breezes, 220; Eppes, Negro of the Old South, 7, 12.
34. Tallahassee Floridian, March 8, 1834; Murat, America and the Americans, 80.
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their meager clothing allotments, and they also had the opportunity to achieve some distinction in their dress.
Both the planters and slaves in Leon County contributed
to the clothing supply, thus decreasing reliance on the North for
finished goods. The plantations benefitted economically from
locally produced fibers, yarns, fabrics, garments, and shoes. Such
plantation production of apparel was profitable even when the
owners had to purchase some raw materials. Planters’allotments
to slaves, however, often were adequate only to protect the
slaves’ health. The planters usually supplied only the basics;
anything more than monotonous scanty provisions had to come
from the slaves themselves. Some originality in dress was possible
if the slaves designed and sewed their own family’s clothing, or if
they dyed colorless fabrics, altered second-hand garments, or
bought additional items with their own money. Opportunity for
creativity was present for slaves with time, talent, or desire, because the low-cost fabrics and accessories that the planters allocated offered little diversity. Achieving a distinctive or individual
appearance in dress was the result of the slaves’ingenuity; planters were generally more concerned with the economics of an increasingly self-sufficient plantation system and supplied only
provisions adequate for maintaining that system.
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SOUTH FLORIDA IN 1860
by RODNEY E. DILLON, JR.

O

N the eve of the Civil War, the southern half of the Florida
peninsula remained the last great coastal frontier region
east of the Mississippi River. Although the 700-mile coastline
from Tampa Bay to the northern Indian River, embracing the
Florida Keys, had been charted since the eighteenth century,
much of this land was still unsettled.1 Despite the recent activity
brought about by the Second and Third Seminole Indian wars,
the vast interior was, for the most part, unexplored.2 Although
growth was slow, settlement and economic activity were steadily
increasing. Despite its unsettled condition, south Florida’s
proximity to the rest of the South, and to the Caribbean, determined that the region would feel the effects of the oncoming
conflict.
South Florida’s long coastline was varied and, at times,
treacherous. Since Spanish days, the area had been known and
feared for its shipwrecks. West coast waters were shallow, dotted
with innumerable bays, grassbeds, sand and oyster bars, and
mangrove islands. Two excellent harbors, Tampa Bay, with about
twenty-one feet of water, and Charlotte Harbor, with approximately eighteen feet, dominated the Gulf coast. The Florida
Reef, encompassing the Keys, Tortugas, and Marquesas, while
long important as a way station for ships crossing the Atlantic,
the Gulf, and the Caribbean, was even more treacherous, marked
with submerged coral reefs and approximately 800 ever-changing
coral islands. The southeast coast, safer with its deep water and
Rodney Dillon is research historian for the Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society.
1.

George Gauld, Observations on the Florida Keys, Reef and Gulf (London,
1796), 7-9, 9-17, 19-21, 23-28; Bernard Romans, A Concise National
History of East and West Florida (New York, 1775; facsimile ed.,
Gainesville, 1962), i-lxxxiv, 282-300; William Gerard DeBrahm, DeBrahm’s
Report of the General Survey in the Southern District of North America,
ed. by Louis De Vorsey, Jr. (Columbia, 1971), 206-09.
2. U.S. War Department, Atlas to Accompany the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies (Washington, 1891-1895), plate CXLVI,
inset.
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more regular shoreline, was even less well-known than the Gulf
or reef areas, and was characterized by rougher waters and
desolate sand beaches.3
The inland parts of south Florida presented an even wilder
environment than the coast. South and east of Lake Okeechobee
lay the flooded Everglades and the tangled Big Cypress Swamp,
unknown to all but a very few whites and the handful of Indians
who had taken refuge there following the Third Seminole
Wars.4 North and west of the lake, the more inhabitable prairies
were sometimes partially under water, often covered with dense
underbrush, and difficult to penetrate except by the usually
overgrown trails.5
The conditions of both coast and interior made transportation difficult. Trading vessels regularly followed the Atlantic
coastline to the Caribbean, put in at Key West, and visited
the deep-water port of Tampa, but local coastal travel was
largely restricted to small skiffs and sloops. Inland travelers
used boats or canoes along the rivers, or rode horses or ox-carts
across the scrub prairies.6 Although several trails had been cut
through the interior during the Indian wars, the Capron Trail,
a military road built during the 1850s to connect Fort Capron
on the Indian River and Fort Brooke on Tampa Bay, was, by
the beginning of the Civil War, the only road connecting the
east and west coasts of south Florida.7
South Florida’s sparse settlement corresponded with its rough
physical condition. According to the 1860 federal census, a total
of 7,077 people lived in the five counties comprising the southern
half of the state. Of this total, 2,981 persons resided in Hills3. U.S. Naval War Records Office, Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, 27 vols. (Washington, 18941922), series I, XVI, 652; Stanley L. Itkin, “Operations of the East
Gulf Blockade Squadron in the Blockade of Florida, 1862-1865” (Master’s
thesis, Florida State University, 1962), 11-12.
4. “‘Notes on the Passage Across the Everglades’, From The News, St.
Augustine, January 8, 1841,” Tequesta, XX (1960), 57-65; George
Henry Preble, “A Canoe Expedition into the Everglades in 1842,” Tequesta, V (1945), 30-51.
5. Dorothy Dodd, “Florida in the War, 1861-1865,” in Allen Morris, comp.,
Florida Handbook, 1961-1962 (Tallahassee, 1961), 256; Joe A. Akerman,
Jr., Florida Cowman, A History of Florida Cattle Raising (Kissimmee,
1976), 44.
6. Itkin, “East Gulf Blockade Squadron,” 9.
7. Alfred Jackson Hanna and Kathryn Abbey Hanna, Lake Okeechobee,
Wellspring of the Everglades (Indianapolis, 1948), 62.
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borough County; 2,913 in Monroe; 854 in Manatee; 246 in
Brevard; and eighty-three in Dade. The majority of the population was concentrated on or near the coast. The population
was predominantly white. Some 4,155 of the 7,077 south Floridians
were born in the United States.8 Most of these were from the
South, primarily from Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. Of
the total population born in the South, the Floridians predominated, but among the adult population there were more
Georgians.9 The Northerners, mainly from the New England and
middle Atlantic states, were usually merchants and seamen in
the port towns, particularly Key West. Those from the midwestern and border states also inhabited the region.10
Foreign-born south Floridians included many islanders, especially Bahamians. By 1860, more south Florida adults were
native to the Bahamas than to any single state in the Union or
to any other foreign country. Although not so plentiful in the
upper south Florida counties, Bahamians made up a little over
half of the adult population of Monroe County. Other foreignborn residents came from Britain, the Iberian peninsula and
Canary Islands, Germany, Cuba, and France.11 Several prominent
south Floridians were foreign-born, including United States
Senator Stephen R. Mallory of Key West, who was born in
Trinidad, and commercial and civic leader James McKay, Sr.,
of Tampa, who was a native of Scotland.
Key West, with a total population of 2,832, was the largest
town in south Florida in 1860, and was second only to Pensacola
in Florida. Key West’s white population of 2,241 was the largest
in the state, outranking Pensacola, which had a larger number
of slaves.12 Key West lay sixty miles southwest of Cape Sable; there
were no road, rail, or telegraph connections to the mainland.
Although as early as 1855, ambitious plans had been drawn up
for a telegraph line running from Macon, Georgia, through the
Florida peninsula and Key West to Cuba, these designs had not
8. U.S. Census Office, eighth census, Population of the United States in
1860 (Washington, 1864), 52.
9. U.S. Census Office, eighth census, 1860, Population Schedules, Brevard,
Dade, Hillsborough, Manatee, and Monroe counties.
10. Ibid.; “Key West and Salvage in 1850,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
VIII (July 1929), 58.
11. 1860, Population Schedules, Monroe County.
12. 1860, Census of Population, 52; Dodd, “Florida in the War,” 244.
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materialized by the beginning of the Civil War. It was not until
1859 that the long-awaited telegraph line reached Tallahassee.13
Despite its isolation, Key West owed its size to its geographical position at the extreme southern end of the United
States, its large, deep, and easily accessible harbor, and its strategic placement at the crossroads of the Atlantic, the Gulf, and
the Caribbean. Its location made Key West the commercial and
military center of south Florida. A naval base was started in
1822, and an army post in 1836. The city, on the eve of the
Civil War, contained several military installations, including an
army barracks built in 1844, an unfinished naval storehouse and
depot begun in 1856, and a civilian-constructed dry dock and
marine railway constructed in 1853 and enlarged four years
later.14 Fort Zachary Taylor, a double-casemented, Vauban-style
fortress with four bastions, begun in 1845 and nearing completion in 1860, stood on a sandspit guarding the harbor about
a mile from shore.15 Fort Jefferson, covering sixteen-acre Garden
Key in the Dry Tortugas, approximately sixty-five miles to the
west, completed the defense of this vital area.16
Key West’s position also made it indispensable as a supply
depot for commercial shipping. The growing use of sea-going
steamers would, in the coming years, give it added importance
as a coaling station. Town life reflected this activity. In 1860,
the city boasted numerous stores, artisans’ shops, and warehouses,
as well as schools, several churches, a newspaper, regular mail
steamer service, and a busy civic life.17 The continuing construction of military works also provided labor for many persons,
especially for a large number of the city’s 451 slaves, for whose
work owners received good wages.18
By 1860, Key West had already begun to acquire a varied
13. Donald Gordon Lester, “Key West During the Civil War” (Master’s
thesis, University of Miami, 1949), 1; Bertram H. Groene, Ante-bellum
Tallahassee (Tallahassee, 1971), 90.
14. Jefferson B. Browne, Key West, The Old and the New (St. Augustine,
1912;; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1973), 73-74, 77-78, 106; Walter C.
Maloney, A Sketch of the History of Key West, Florida (Newark, 1876;
facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1968), 9-10, 17, 21.
15. Browne, Key West, 78.
16. Harpers Weekly, April 19, 1862, cited in Lester, “Key West During the
Civil War,” 6.
17. Maloney, History of Key West, 29, 31, 33-34, 39, 46; Browne, Key West,
21-22, 26, 34, 37 43, 141; Itkin, “East Gulf Blockade Squadron,” 19-20.
18. Browne, Key West, 171.
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and polyglot population. Among the adults, foreign-born residents outnumbered the Americans by a little over two to one.
Bahamians, comprising over half the foreign-born population,
Englishmen, Irishmen, Spaniards, Germans, and Cubans, were
the important ethnic groups. Nearly half the city’s Americanborn adults were Floridians. People from New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts also comprised large segments of the
population. 19
Besides Key West and the Tortugas, settlements on the
Florida Reef included Boca Chica, Sugarloaf and Cudjoe Keys,
Key Vaca, Matacumbe Key, and Indian Key. They were primarily
inhabited by Bahamians and a few Floridians, most of whom
were mariners.20
Tampa, incorporated by an act of the legislature in 1856,
was south Florida’s second largest city at the start of the Civil
War, with a population of 885. Despite its small size, Tampa
served as the hub of a region which was, by south Florida
standards, well settled.21 Although it had lost about 800 people
on the south side of the bay to Manatee County when it was
created in 1856, Hillsborough County was the largest in southern
Florida in 1860. There were settlements on the Pinellas peninsula, Old Tampa Bay, Boca Ciega Bay, the Hillsborough and
Alafia rivers, Simmons Hammock, and the northern part of the
Peace River Valley.22
Tampa possessed an excellent harbor, and it served as a
gateway to the more settled areas of northern Florida. By 1860,
Tampa had become the southern terminus of the stage line
running from Gainesville, and, with the onset of the war, it had
access to the new railhead at Cedar Key.23 A grist mill, steamer
service, several general stores, three hotels, a newspaper, wharves,
and warehouses all served Tampa.24
19. 1860, Population Schedules, Monroe County.
20. Ibid., Monroe and Dade counties.
21. Karl H. Grismer, Tampa, A History of the City of Tampa and the
Tampa Bay Region of Florida (St. Petersburg, 1950), 131; James W.
Covington, The Story of Southwestern Florida, 2 vols. (New York, 1957),
II, 136.
22. Grismer, Tampa, 128; John A. Bethell, History of Point Pinellas (St.
Petersburg, 1914; reprint ed., St. Petersburg, 1962), 13.
23. Lillie B. McDuffee, The Lures of Manatee: A True Story of South
Florida’s Glamorous Past, 2nd ed. (Bradenton, 1961), 71; Grismer,
Tampa, 137, 150.
24. Grismer, Tampa, 133-34.
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The population of Tampa and the Hillsborough region was,
unlike that of Key West, largely American and southern in
origin. Georgians comprised over one-third of the adult population, followed by people from Florida, South Carolina, Alabama, and North Carolina. From the northern states, New York
provided a sizable block of inhabitants to the county, while
small clusters of English, Irish, Bahamian, German, French,
Spanish, and Cuban settlers made up most of the area’s small
foreign-born population. Agricultural activities provided a livelihood for over one-half of the Hillsborough area’s employed residents. Most of the rest earned their living at sea-related activities and a few town jobs in Tampa.25
While Key West and Tampa were south Florida’s only true
towns, numerous small settlements were scattered throughout the
area. Most of these were on the coast or along the major rivers.
Many had grown around the forts established during the Seminole Indian wars. The largest of these settled regions was the
Manatee River area, near present-day Bradenton. Relatively
close to Tampa, with its ties northward, the Manatee region had
attracted settlers since the early 1840s. By 1860, several large
landholders, as well as numerous small farmers, lived in the
area, and there was a store, church, school, hotel, and post
office.26 The Manatee settlements had also begun expanding
south along Sarasota Bay and into the Myakka River Valley.27
The composition of the Manatee area population was similar
to that of the neighboring Hillsborough region. The people were
mainly southern-born, mostly from Georgia, Florida, the Carolinas, and Alabama. A few New Englanders and people from
the border states, as well as Bahamians, Englishmen, Scotchmen,
Irishmen, and Germans, also inhabited the area. The Manatee
settlements were predominantly agricultural. Although the region
was relatively well-populated, and residents included a few
mariners, craftsmen, and professionals, the absence of an actual
town limited commercial activity.28
The Peace River Valley, to the east, had been settled for
25. 1860, Population Schedules, Hillsborough County.
26. Ibid., Manatee County; McDuffee, Lures of Manatee, 24, 31, 59-60, 63,
72.
27. Karl H. Grismer, The Story of Sarasota (Tampa, 1946), 41; Grismer,
Tampa, 128, 131; Itkin, “East Gulf Blockade Squadron,” 9.
28. 1860, Population Schedules, Manatee County.
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nearly a decade before the Civil War. A sawmill was erected on
the river in 1860. At the northern end of the waterway, some
thirty miles east of Tampa Bay, there were trading posts at Fort
Meade and Fort Blount (now Bartow). Fort Meade also boasted
a school and a post office.29
Farther south, a small settlement a few miles inland on the
Caloosahatchee River centered around Fort Myers, which had
been abandoned by the army in 1858, at the close of the Third
Seminole War. The islands at the mouth of the Caloosahatchee
had drawn settlers since the early 1830s. In 1860, Fort Myers
itself, and much of the surrounding area, was owned by James
Evans, a Virginian, who experimented in raising tropical and
subtropical plants, including fruits, coconuts, and coffee.30 With
its access to Charlotte Harbor and the prairies stretching north
to the Peace River, Fort Myers was the southernmost outpost on
the Gulf coast mainland. Farming, fishing, and day labor provided work for the handful of settlers who congregated around
the old fort.31
South Florida’s east coast was even more sparsely settled
than the west, primarily because of the absence of large bays
and harbors and the proximity of the Everglades. At Biscayne
Bay, on the site of the present city of Miami, stood Fort Dallas,
built by the navy in 1836 at the beginning of the Second Seminole War, and later taken over by the army. Fort Dallas had
been abandoned in 1858, but in 1860, the old stone barracks
buildings formed the nucleus of a small settlement and trading
post.32 The population included a variety of Europeans as well
as Floridians, Virginians, and a few from the North. The majority were employed in the production of arrowroot, a starchyielding tuberous plant, and as mariners. There was also a
29.

Tampa Florida Peninsular, February 4, 1860, cited in Covington, Southwestern Florida, II, 133; Louise Frisbie, Peace River Pioneers (Miami,
1974), 11, 16, 21, 28.
30. Karl H. Grismer, The Story of Fort Myers (St. Petersburg, 1949), 93-94,
275; Florence Fritz, Unknown Florida (Coral Gables, 1963), 61, 69;
E. A. Hammond, “The Spanish Fisheries of Charlotte Harbor,” Florida
Historical Quarterly, LII (April 1973), 380.
31. Itkin, “East Gulf Blockade Squadron,” 9; 1860, Population Schedules,
Monroe County.
32. Nathan D. Shappee, “Fort Dallas and the Naval Depot on Key Biscayne,
1836-1926,” Tequesta, XXI (1961), 19, 26-30; Henry J. Wagner, “Early
Pioneers of South Florida,” Tequesta, IX (1949), 61-65; Miami News,
1903, clipping in Agnew Welsh Collection, notebook 36, Miami-Dade
Public Library, Miami.
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farmer, carpenter, brickmason, laborer, painter, tanner, and
physician.33 At Cape Florida, on the southern tip of Key Biscayne, stood a lighthouse, which had been built in 1825. This
light, the site of a famous Indian attack in 1836, had been rebuilt in 1846 and renovated in 1855. By 1860, it was occupied
only by two keepers.34
Another lighthouse was located at Jupiter Inlet, some ninety
miles to the north. This structure, completed in 1859, was also
inhabited only by keepers.35 With the exception of the Jupiter
light, the only other inhabited areas on the southeastern coast
were along the Indian River, a long, thin, saltwater channel
paralleling the Atlantic Ocean for 120 miles between Cape
Canaveral and the Saint Lucie River. Fort Pierce and Fort
Capron had been established on the Indian River at different
times during the Seminole wars, but both had been abandoned
by 1860. Clusters of homes remained at the Saint Lucie and
Indian rivers inlets, as well as at Susanna, then the seat of
Brevard County, south of the present city of Fort Pierce. Settlers
included farmers, laborers, carpenters, mechanics, sailors, the
postmaster, a physician, and a few slaves. The majority of these
settlers were Southerners, mainly from Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida. A few from the northeast and Europe also
made their homes along the Indian River.36
Although most of the interior remained a nearly impenetrable
wilderness, a few areas were inhabited. In addition to the settlements directly east of Tampa Bay, and along the upper Peace
River, there were people living in the scrub prairies of the
Kissimmee River Valley and in western Brevard County north
of Lake Okeechobee. Unlike the coastal outposts, these places
appear to have been more cattle camps than permanent settlements.37 They did, however, serve to keep the inland trails open,
33. 1860, Population Schedules, Dade County; Wagner, “Early Pioneers,”
61-65; Mrs. Henry J. Burkhardt, “Starch Making: A Pioneer Florida Industry,” Tequesta, XII (1952), 47-51.
34. Dorothy Dodd, ed., “ ‘Volunteers’ Report Destruction of Lighthouses,”
Tequesta, XIV (1954), 68-69; Charles M. Brookfield, “Cape Florida
Light,” Tequesta, IX (1949), 6-11; Miami News, 1903.
35. Dodd, “ ‘Volunteers’ Report Destruction,” 68-69; Bessie Wilson DuBois,
“Jupiter Lighthouse,” Tequesta, XX (1960), 6-8.
36. 1860, Population Schedules, Brevard County; Official Records Atlas,
plate CXLVI, inset; Erwin Raisz, Atlas of Florida (Gainesville, 1964), 20.
37. Akerman, Florida Cowman, 46, 49-50, 57-58.
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and to provide some, though minimal, communication between
the interior and the coasts.
Economic activity in south Florida in 1860 was, like the region
itself, both limited and varied. Agriculture was the main means
of earning a living, ranging from subsistence farming to larger
plantations and to cattle raising. On parts of the coast, and especially in the Keys, sea and shipping-related activities were
most important. There were also a variety of jobs in Key West
and Tampa.
Subsistence agriculture generally predominated; almost all
inhabitants of the mainland made their living from small, selfsufficient farms. While this was the usual situation throughout
the country at this time, subsistence farming in south Florida
was complicated by extremely primitive conditions, insufficient
transportation and communication facilities, and, in the accessible coastal regions, poor sandy soil.38
Although mid-nineteenth century south Florida produced
its share of unusual individuals and exciting tales, the average
inhabitant was the typical “cracker.” Poor, uneducated, and
generally of rural southern birth and background, these farm
folk varied little in character and outlook from the inhabitants
of other backwoods regions of the South.39 They grew corn,
cotton, and sweet potatoes, and raised hogs, poultry, goats, and
sheep. These farm products provided them with food and
clothing, and sometimes a modest surplus with which they
obtained dry goods or other manufactured items at a local trading
post. Their diets were usually supplemented by fish and game,
which were plentiful in the unspoiled lands and nearby waters.40
Large scale plantation agriculture, though somewhat rare
in south Florida, had, by 1860, begun to reach the Tampa Bay
and Manatee regions. 41 This was natural because of connections
to northern Florida and the deep South in general. In Hillsborough County, cotton was the most profitable crop, followed
by tobacco. While most landowners, even in Hillsborough, owned
farms of between forty and a couple hundred acres, some county
plantations exceeded 500 acres. The plantation reported to be
38. John E. Johns, Florida During the Civil War (Gainesville, 1963), 176.
39. Ella Lonn, Desertion During the Civil War (American Historical
Association, 1928; reprint ed., Gloucester, Mass. 1966), 3.
40. Frisbie, Peace River Pioneers, 21, 26.
41. Johns, Florida During the Civil War, 140.
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the largest was near Indian Rocks on the Pinellas peninsula. It
was owned by a Georgian, William J. Turner.42
The slave population of Hillsborough County was 564.
Though small compared to cotton belt statistics, it was the largest
number in south Florida.43 While Negroes, of whom all but two
were slaves, made up only eighteen per cent of the county’s
population, tax records show an assessed slave value of $200,035
in the years preceding the war. The actual value, considering
the rising price of slaves, has been estimated to have been
much higher.44
By the late 1850s, the Manatee River region had outstripped
the Tampa Bay area as the center of south Florida’s plantation agriculture. Census figures for 1860 show that while Manatee County’s slave population stood at 253, fewer than either
Hillsborough or Monroe, slaves made up nearly twenty-five per
cent of the county’s population.45 Manatee plantations, mostly
producing sugar, were the largest in the southern half of the
state. Early settlers in the area included several prominent Leon
County planters hurt by the Panic of 1837, who had moved south
hoping for a fresh start and bringing with them designs for
extensive planting operations. By the 1850s, sizable sugar plantations, such as those owned by the Gamble, Braden, and Gates
families, complete with imposing shell or wood homes, spacious
lawns, docks, and sugar refining mills, lined the Manatee River.46
A decline in sugar production, caused by the ravages of the
Seminole wars and by the economic depression of 1857, had, by
1858, forced the sale of Robert Gamble’s 3,450-acre plantation
and a mortgage foreclosure and removal of the sugar mill on the
1,100-acre Joseph Braden plantation. Sugar cultivation continued,
however, through 1860. 47 Area roads were poor, but the river
and proximity to the Gulf provided excellent water routes, and
the Manatee planters enjoyed close connections with more
settled areas of the South, particularly New Orleans.48
Another kind of agriculture, open range cattle herding, was
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

Grismer, Tampa, 131-32.
1860, Census of Population, 52.
Grismer, Tampa, 137.
1860, Census of Population, 52.
McDuffee, Lures of Manatee, 31, 35, 44; Grismer, Tampa, 96-98.
Covington, Southwestern Florida, II, 136; Grismer, Tampa, 131-32.
McDuffee, Lures of Manatee, 43.
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growing in importance in south Florida by 1860, and would
see an even more dramatic rise during and after the war. By
1850, the scrub-brush cattle ranges had begun to attract a few
settlers to the desolate interior. Brevard County, which then
stretched from the Atlantic coast to Lake Okeechobee, was, by
1856, a cattle center. Although most of the county’s scant 260
inhabitants were clustered around the small coastal settlements
at Indian River in 1860, thirty men operated cattle herds, four
of these reputedly owning over 4,000 head.49 In Brevard County
cattle raising was concentrated in the Kissimmee River Valley.
According to tradition, one early Kissimmee Valley cattleman,
William H. Willingham, and his family owned a herd estimated at 10,000 head.50 Cattle areas in the southwestern portion
of the state included the Myakka, Caloosahatchee, and lower
Peace river valleys. In Hillsborough County, cattlemen concentrated east of Tampa, around Simmons Hammock and the
Alafia River, as well as in the upper Peace River Valley.51
Census records show a marked increase in Florida cattle in
the twenty years preceding the Civil War. The 118,081 head of
1840 rose to 261,085 by 1850, and to 388,060 ten years later. In
1860, Florida ranked second only to Texas among southern states
in per capita livestock value. Cattle accounted for a large portion
of this overall figure, and much of the growth occurred in new
lands in the southern part of the state.52
The owners of the largest herds were, without a doubt, rich
men, but they, like other south Florida cattlemen, lived relatively
simple lives, little different from other rural crackers.53 The
cattle were largely weathered, rangy, native stock, averaging
700 pounds per head, which had grazed the area since before
permanent white settlement. By 1860, however, there was a
growing interest in interbreeding with more domestic strains
introduced by settlers from north Florida and other areas of the
South. 54
49.
50.
51.
52.

Akerman, Florida Cowman, 57.
Ibid., 45-47.
Ibid., 44-45; Grismer, Tampa, 131.
U.S. Census of Agriculture, 1840, 1850, 1860, cited in Akerman, Florida
Cowman, 83.
53. D. B. McKay, ed., Pioneer Florida, 3 vols. (Tampa, 1959), II, 329-30;
Akerman, Florida Cowman, 85.
54. Covington, Southwestern Florida, II, 133; Grismer, Fort Myers, 78. There
has long been a dispute over the origins of south Florida’s native cattle.
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Early south Florida cattle herds were driven north, usually to
the railhead at Baldwin, not far from the Georgia border in
Duval County. Jacob Summerlin, a leading Hillsborough County
cattleman from the present-day Bartow area, annually drove his
own scattered herds from the Caloosahatchee Valley to Baldwin.
Buying cattle from local stockmen along the way, Summerlin
usually reached his destination with 5,000 to 8,000 head.55 Cattle
drive patterns had begun to change by the late 1850s, with the
opening of a lucrative trade with Cuba. Just when this Cuban
trade actually began is in question, due to an absence of contemporary records. From 1858 to 1860, however, Captain James
McKay, Sr., shipped an estimated 400 head of cattle per month
from Tampa to Cuba, making thousands of dollars for his efforts.
McKay had begun by contracting vessels from the Southern
Steamship Company, but by 1860, he and his partners, Ferris
and Son, owned two steamers and one brig outright, in addition
to the contract.56 With the opening of the Cuban trade, Tampa
replaced Baldwin as the destination for Summerlin and the long
drivers from south Florida. Buying cattle from local stockmen
for three to eight dollars a head, the drivers now saw a return
of ten to twelve dollars in Spanish gold.57
Next to various forms of agriculture, maritime activities provided a livelihood for many south Floridians. Along the mainland coastal settlements, fishing provided a supplement for subsistence farming. By the late 1850s, fish ranches at the southern
end of the Pinellas peninsula and at Charlotte Harbor provided
fish for the Cuban market.58
The Keys, especially, surrounded by water and lacking in
arable land, were the center of a multitude of sea-related activities. Like all port towns, Key West was home to a number of
artisans, including sailmakers, ship carpenters, painters, and

55.
56.
57.
58.

Some historians have claimed that they were the descendants of cattle
brought to Florida by the early Spanish explorers. Others have argued
that they were introduced into the state by the Seminoles in the
eighteenth century, or by the British when they occupied Florida.
George H. Dacy, Four Centuries of Florida Cattle Ranching (St. Louis,
1940), 51; Covington, Southwestern Florida, II, 133.
Tampa Florida Peninsular, July 28, 1860, quoted in McKay, Pioneer
Florida, II, 385-86.
Akerman, Florida Cowman, 55.
Bethell, Point Pinellas, 14; Browne, Key West, 113.
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caulkers.59 In addition to the lively port business, fishing and
sponging flourished. Fishing boats out of Key West plied the
waters along the Florida Reef, the lower mainland coast, and
the outlying Caribbean islands .60 In the year between June 1,
1859, and June 1, 1860, $34,202 worth of dried salted fish and
$31,250 worth of live fish were exported from Key West.61
By the early 1850s Key West had also become a sponging
center, with regular shipments to New York City. The rising
prices of sponges for use in France, where their fibers were mixed
with cotton and wool to produce broadcloth and felt, had
caused many fishermen to switch to sponging. In 1850, sponging
paid an average of fifty dollars a month per man. By 1860, the
sale of sponges brought $72,000 a year to the island city.62
Caught with long spears, sponges were taken in approximately
twenty feet of water off the lower west coast and in shoal
waters off the Keys.63
The production of salt by evaporating sea water also thrived
in the Keys before 1860, foreshadowing the importance of saltmaking elsewhere in south Florida during the Civil War. The
Keys had produced salt since 1830. By the 1850s, an elaborate
system of tidal salt ponds with locks and floodgates had been
constructed; 1855 saw the peak of the salt industry in the Keys
with an output of 75,000 bushels. In the next five years, an
average of 60,000 to 70,000 bushels were produced annually.
Although early efforts to establish Key West as a nationally important salt manufacturing and shipping center had failed, the
city’s salt works were an important supply source, both for local
use and to preserve fish from the Keys and the west coast
fisheries.64
By far the most important of the Keys’ local ocean-based
economic activity was wrecking or salvaging. In the early part
of the century, wreckers were often accused of piracy, of luring
ships onto the reefs with false beacons and murdering surviving
crewmen in order to secure salvage. They were also charged
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

1860, Population Schedules, Monroe County.
“Key West and Salvage in 1850,” 52; Johns, Florida During the Civil
War, 156.
Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, October 27, 1860.
Ibid., June 28, 1851, October 27, 1860; “Key West and Salvage in 1850,“
58; Browne, Key West, 109.
Browne, Key West, 109.
Ibid., 113.
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with providing false information to shippers and with actively
opposing lighthouse construction. In the years immediately preceding the Civil War, however, wrecking was, in practice, if not
yet in reputation, a relatively law-abiding occupation.65
Regulation of wrecking had begun with the establishment
of a federal territorial court in 1828. In 1847, two years after
Florida was admitted to the Union, Congress had established the
District Court of the United States for the Southern District of
Florida, headquartered at Key West and embracing the coast
from Charlotte Harbor to the Indian River. In addition, Congress
declared that all wreckers must be licensed by the district court
judge and that they had to turn their salvage over to the court
for auction and payment. William Marvin of New York, who
served as territorial judge from 1839 to 1845, and district judge
from 1847 to 1863, was an important force in Key West politics
both before and during the Civil War. A specialist in salvage
law, he ably regulated wrecking, and in 1859, published A
Treatise on the Law of Wreck and Salvage, the standard text on
the subject.66
With an average of fifty shipwrecks a year on the Keys
and surrounding reefs, wrecking, by the time of the war, provided island residents with their main source of income. In the
prewar years, Key West was home to a fleet of twenty to thirty
sailing vessels regularly occupied with wrecking, and many island
men were anxious for a share of salvage payment. According to
one historian, the cry of “wreck ashore!” would empty a church
as promptly as a shout of “fire!“67 A total of sixty-six wrecks and
vessels in distress, worth $3,035,400, were reported in 1859. Subtracting salvage expenses, these wrecks, when brought to auctions,
netted inhabitants of the Keys $245,262.68
Key West and Tampa, like most towns, also provided residents with a variety of business opportunities. In addition to
those connected with military and maritime activities, Key West
employed barbers, tailors, shoemakers, confectioners, a druggist,
65. Ibid., 162, 165; “Key West and Salvage in 1850,” 47.
66. William Marvin, “Autobiography of William Marvin,” Kevin Kearney,
ed., Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXVI (January 1958), 198-99, 207,
209; Maloney, History of Key West, 12-14.
67. Browne, Key West, 166.
68. St. Augustine Examiner, March 24, 1860, cited in “Key West and Salvage
in 1850,” 47.
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tobacconist, and cabinetmaker. Although it did not become a
major industry in the city until the 1870s, cigar manufacture
had existed since 1831, and in 1860 employed ten Cuban cigarmakers. Tampa employed two cigarmakers, also Cubans, as well
as tailors, gunsmiths, a carriagemaker, cabinetmaker, milliner,
ambrotype artist, shoemaker, and watch repairman.69
South Florida in 1860 was a vast and varied frontier, but
one that was steadily growing, both in population and economic
activity. The impending war, which would shake the nation to
its very foundations, would affect this region in a singular fashion;
While it would bring hardships, destruction, and disintegration,
it would also highlight the unique and fascinating condition of
this new and exceptional land.
69. 1860, Population Schedules, Monroe and Hillsborough counties.
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THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
AND THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE
by JOAN S. CARVER

Rights Amendment to the United States ConstituT tionEqual
was one of the most volatile and divisive issues facing
HE

the Florida legislature in the 1970s.1 Lobbying was active on
the issue, shifts in support by legislators were frequent, and votes
closely divided. Adding to the intensity of the deliberations was
the importance of the Florida vote. By 1977 thirty-five states had
approved the amendment, only three states short of the thirtyeight necessary for adoption . 2 Despite vigorous efforts on its
behalf, the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) was not ratified
by the Florida legislature, and Florida was joined in history with
those states which rejected the amendment. What caused the
defeat of an amendment which received overwhelming support
in the United States Senate and House of Representatives when
it was proposed and was approved by thirty state legislatures in
the first year after its transmittal to the states?3 An examination
Joan S. Carver is professor of political science at Jacksonville University.
1.

The Equal Rights Amendment includes the following provisions: Section
1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State on account of sex. Section 2. The
Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation,
the provisions of this article. Section 3. This amendment shall take
effect two years after the date of ratification.
2. Even if the ERA were ratified by the required thirty-eight states a number of legal complications would remain. These include the rescissions of
their ratifications by four states, Nebraska, Idaho, South Dakota, and
Tennessee (action by the Kentucky legislature to rescind its ratification
was vetoed by the acting governor), and the extension of the seven-year
time limit thirty-nine months by a majority, rather than a two-thirds,
vote of the House and Senate. For a discussion of the legal issues, see
“ERA and the Question of Recission,” Congressional Digest, LVI (June
1977), 168-69, 192; Jean Witter, “Extending Ratification Time for the
Equal Rights Amendment: Constitutionality of Time Limitations in the
Federal Amending Process,” Women’s Rights Law Reporter, IV (Summer
1978), 209-25; and Congressional Record, CXXIV (October 6, 1978),
17, 310-11.
3. Although the Equal Rights Amendment was introduced initially in the
Congress in 1923. it did not receive serious attention until 1970. On
October 12, 1971, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the ERA 354
to twenty-three and on March 22, 1972 the Senate approved it eightyfour to eight.
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of the treatment of the amendment in Florida suggests that the
ERA became an issue whose significance transcended its actual
content. It aroused opposition because for some it symbolized
a broad spectrum of threatening political and social changes.4
There were clear regional divisions within the nation on the
ERA, divisions reminiscent of those on the Woman Suffrage
Amendment.5 Of the fifteen states which had not ratified by
1982, eleven were southern or border states and three were
western states in which the Mormon religion is strong.6 The
same pattern is found on the 1978 congressional vote to extend
the seven-year time limit for ratification an additional thirtynine months, from March 1979 to June 1982; a majority of
southern Democrats and Republicans opposed the extension.7
Florida’s demographic and cultural characteristics place it between the northern states which quickly ratified and the southern
states which opposed the amendment. Nearly forty per cent of
Florida’s population in 1970, for example, were born outside
4.

This paper is based on materials obtained from interviews with state
legislators and lobbyists on both sides of the issue, the files of the
Florida Commission on the Status of Women, the tapes of the ERA
debates in the Florida legislature, Florida House Journals, Florida
Senate Journals, and periodical and newspaper articles. For an overview of the ratification process in other states, see Janet K. Boles, The
Politics of the Equal Rights Amendment (New York, 1979), 1-29, 142-78.
Other discussions include Lisa Cronin Wohl, “White Gloves and Combat
Boots: The Fight for ERA,” The Civil Liberties Review, I (Fall 1974),
77-97; Nancy Joyner, “The Commonwealth’s Approach to the Equal
Rights Amendment,” University of Virginia Newsletter, L (May 15,
1974), 33-36; and Riane Tennenhaus Eisler, The Equal Rights Handbook (New York, 1978), 36-45, 78-80, 131-38.
5. Ten states did not ratify the Nineteenth Amendment prior to its adoption. They were: Alabama, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, [Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia.
6. The states which had not ratified the ERA by 1982 were: Alabama,
Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippi
Missouri, Nevada, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah,
and Virginia. In three of those states the Mormon religion is strong;
it is dominant in Utah and has spilled over to become dominant in
northern Arizona and eastern Nevada. See Jackson W. Carroll, Douglas
W. Johnson, and Martin E. Marty, Religion in America, 1950 to the
Present (San Francisco, 1979), 52.
7. The vote in the House of Representatives on the ERA deadline extension (HJ Res. 683), taken on August 15, 1978, was 230 to 183
(northern Democrats 156 to thirty-two, southern Democrats thirty to
fifty-three, and Republicans forty-four to ninety-eight. The Senate vote
on October 6, 1978 was sixty to thirty-six (northern Democrats forty to
five, southern Democrats four to ten, Republicans sixteen to twenty-one.
Congressional Quarterly Almanac, XXXIV (Washington, 1979), 176H, 5C.
Congressional Record, CXXIV (October 6, 1978), 17, 318-19.
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the South, while both traditional and liberal political cultures
are found in the state.9 As a consequence of Florida’s characteristics as well as of the narrowness of defeats on the ERA in the
Florida legislature, the state became a principal battleground in
the struggle for ratification of the amendment. Financial support,
campaign speakers and organizers, and advice and attention were
concentrated in Florida as the efforts to ratify stalled nationally.
All were unavailing; Florida was not to be the state that restored
the ERA’s momentum.
The Florida legislature’s record has been mixed over the
years in dealing with women’s issues. It failed repeatedly from
1913 to 1919 to adopt either an amendment to the state constitution providing for woman suffrage or legislation allowing women
to participate in primary elections, and it did not act on the
Nineteenth Amendment providing for woman suffrage until
1969, some forty-nine years after it had become a part of the
Constitution.10 Little legislation to protect women or to assure
them equal treatment was passed in the years from 1920 to
1965. However, after the reapportionment and modernization
of the legislature in the 1960s, a number of laws were passed to
guarantee women legal and political equality. During the 1970s,
for example, discrimination in divorce, alimony, child support
8.

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Populations: 1970, 54 vols I. Characteristics of the Population, 1, pt. 2, Florida. (Washington, 1973), 219.
9. The three major political cultures of the United States have been
identified in Florida. A traditional culture, characteristic of southern
states, is centered in north Florida. An individualistic culture, identified
with the midwestern states, is found in central Florida. A moralistic
culture, similar to that found in New England, is located in southeast Florida. Daniel J. Elazar, American Federalism: A View from
the States, 2nd ed. (New York, 1972), 94-107; Raymond D. Gastil,
Cultural Regions of the United States (Seattle, 1975), 185; and Manning
Dauer, “Florida: The Different State,” in William C. Havard, ed., The
Changing Politics of the South (Baton Rouge, 1972), 95-97. For purposes
of analysis in this paper house districts 1-28 and senate districts 1-9
and 11 are classified as falling in north Florida; house districts 29-76 and
senate districts 10 and 12-28 are classified as falling into central Florida;
house districts 77-88 and 92-119 are classified as southeast Florida, and
house districts 89-91 and 120 as southwest Florida; senate districts 29-40
are classified as south Florida.
10. For the history of the woman suffrage movement in Florida see Kenneth
R. Johnson, “The Woman Suffrage Movement in Florida” (Ph.D.
dissertation, Florida State University, 1966); Kenneth R. Johnson,
“Florida Women Get the Vote,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVIII
(January 1970), 299-312; and A. Elizabeth Taylor, “The Woman Suffrage
Movement in Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXVI (July
1957), 42-60.
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and custody, domicile, and prostitution were prohibited. A
human rights bill barred discrimination on the basis of sex and
marital status, while spouse abuse protection and displaced
homemaker bills were passed.11
The Florida in which such progressive laws were enacted
was in many ways a quite different state from the Florida of
earlier years: population had increased from 968,470 in 1920 to
6,800,000 in 1970, the proportion of the urban population had
risen from thirty-seven per cent to eighty per cent, and one-party
politics had been replaced with viable two-party competition.12
Nonetheless, distinctive patterns of support for women’s rights
which had appeared on the suffrage issues persisted over the
years and reappear in at least muted form on such issues as the
ERA.13 South Florida liberals have taken the lead in advocating
women’s rights. People living in the northern and more rural
areas of Florida, where politics are traditionally more conservative, have been reluctant to support legislation equalizing the
status of women.14
The Equal Rights Amendment overshadowed the other
women’s issues before the legislature in the 1970s; few other issues
received as much attention from the press and public. The
amendment came to a floor vote in one or both houses in 1972,
1973, 1974, 1975, 1977, and 1979. The resolution to ratify was
approved by the House of Representatives on three of the
four occasions it reached the floor. The initial vote in 1972 was
overwhelmingly in favor. Defeat in 1973 was followed by favorable votes in 1975 and 1979. In Florida it was not the house
but the senate that was the barrier to ERA passage. The senate
11. The relatively progressive position Florida had reached with respect
to legislation affecting women can be seen from the comparison of
state laws found in Barbara Brown, Ann Freedman, Harriet Katz, and
Alice Price, Women’s Rights and the Law (New York, 1977).
12. Manning J. Dauer, ed., Florida’s Politics and Government (Gainesville,
1980), 41, 73-91.
13. There were many evidences of a broader base of support for woman
suffrage in south and central Florida in the years preceding 1929. The
suffrage leagues were located primarily in south and central Florida
and on the east coast as were those municipalities granting women the
right to vote before 1920. The two congressmen who voted for the Nineteenth Amendment were from south and central Florida, while greater
support for state suffrage legislation was found among south and central
Florida legislators. See Johnson, “The Woman Suffrage Movement in
Florida,” 237-61, 279-80, and appendices; Johnson, “Florida Women
Get the Vote,” 299-301;
14. 1970 Census, Characteristics of the Population, I, pt. 2, Florida 264-68.
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failed to consider the amendment in 1972, the year offering the
best possibility of passage, and rejected it by narrow margins in
1974, 1975, 1977, and 1979. In three of those years a change of
two votes would have brought ratification. The refrain of ERA
proponents despite the repeated defeats was “ERA won’t go
away.”
It seemed in the 1970s that the ERA supporters were correct.
The issue would not die. In Florida the amendment’s history can
be divided into three phases. The first of these, lasting only a
few weeks, was one of apparent consensus as to the desirability
of the ERA, with little involvement by interest groups. On
March 24, 1972, two days after approval of the ERA by the
United States Senate and at the end of the Florida legislative
session, the resolution to ratify came before the Florida House of
Representatives. There was no committee referral and debate was
perfunctory, confined almost entirely to a flippant speech in opposition by a self-styled male chauvinist, whose comments were
greeted with hooting and derisive retorts from his colleagues. The
chief sponsor of the amendment, Gwen Cherry from Miami, in
her appeal for passage said only, “I urge you please to vote for
this resolution.“15 The vote for passage was ninety-one to four.
The initial positive response in Florida to the ERA was not
surprising in view of the national momentum behind the amendment and the actions taken by the Florida legislature in earlier
sessions to strengthen women’s rights. If the amendment had
come before the Florida Senate in 1972, presumably it would
have won approval. However, the amendment was not acted on,
ostensibly because of a provision of the 1968 Florida Constitution
providing that the legislature should not take action on any
proposed amendment unless a majority of the members had been
elected after the amendment was submitted for ratification, a
provision ignored by the house leadership but cited by the
senate president in not bringing the issue before the upper
chamber and a provision subsequently declared to be unconstitutional by the federal courts.16 (Ironically, in 1919 it was a similar
15. Florida House of Representatives, ERA debate, series 38, box 6, tape 1,
March 24, 1972, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee. For the vote on
HJ Res. 208 see Journal of the House of Representatives of Florida,
March 24, 1972, 964-05.
16. Members of the Florida legislature immediately brought suit to have
the provision of the Constitution declared unconstitutional. A federal
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constitutional provision that was used to justify inaction on the
Woman Suffrage Amendment).17
The second period in the amendment’s life, running from
late 1972 through 1974, saw the transformation of the ERA from
a non-issue to an issue of high volatility and its defeat in the
Florida house in 1973 and in the senate the following year. By
the fall of 1972 opposition to the ERA had appeared, and plans
were dropped for a vote at the special session convened after the
November elections.18
In response to the concern being expressed over the ERA
and to prepare the way for legislative action on the ratification
resolution, joint senate-house committee hearings on the ERA
were held in five major metropolitan areas— Pensacola, Jacksonville, Tampa, Orlando, and Miami— in January and February
1973. Six additional hearings were scheduled at the opening
of the legislative session in April by the House Select Committee
on Human Rights to which the bill was referred. Among those
testifying on behalf of the ERA were representatives of the
Florida Bar Association, the League of Women Voters, the
YWCA, the American Association of University Women, and
the Business and Professional Women, as well as many of the
state-wide political leaders. While the opposition included a
number of right-wing organizations, among them the John
Birch Society, American Party, Hot Dog (Homemakers Opposed
to Degrading our Girls)— a splinter of the John Birch Society,
Phyllis Schafly’s Stop ERA, and the Florida Conservative Union,
there were other opponents as well. The state savings and loan
associations and many Protestant clergymen also opposed ERA.19
district court ruled that the provision was not valid, but the legislature
by then had long since adjourned. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union,
March 24, 1972. For the ruling of the court, see Trombetta v State of
Florida, DC 339 F. Supp. 1359 (1972) and Trombetta v State of Florida,
DC 353 F. Supp. S75 (1973).
17. Johnson, “The Woman Suffrage Movement in Florida,” 282-86.
18. Governor Askew called the newly-elected legislature into special session
on November 28, 1972, with the request that they deal with nine items,
one of which was ratification of the ERA. While the speaker of the
house indicated support for ratification at the special session, the president of the senate preferred to wait until the regular April session. A
large amount of mail in opposition apparently increased legislative
reluctance to act. See Florida House Journal, November 28, 1972, 6;
Miami Herald, November 26, 29, 30, 1972.
19. Senate Committee on Judiciary, Civil A, ERA Correspondence and
Hearings, series 18, boxes 303-04, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee.
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Individuals as well as organizations testified on the issue with
working women predominant among those favoring the amendment and homemakers among those opposed.20 The outcome
of the lengthy and divisive hearings seemed favorable to the
ERA. While the judiciary committee conducting the statewide
hearings took no official position on the question, the chairman
of the committee, Dan Scarborough of Jacksonville, announced
that the hearings had convinced him to support the ERA. The
house select committee recommended passage following its hearings.
Lobbying on the ERA was intense in the 1973 session. The
committee chambers and galleries were packed with proponents
dressed in green for “Go ERA” and opponents dressed in red to
convey their message to stop passage. Those favoring the amendment relied heavily on the statements and support of prominent
persons to influence the legislators. Opponents, preferring more
direct action, mobilized the grassroots. Women opposing ERA
deluged legislators with letters and came by the busload to Tallahassee. Lawmakers reported their mail running from seven
to one to twenty to one against ERA ratification. That this pressure was persuasive for some is suggested by comments such as
that of a west Florida legislator, Billy J. Rish, who closed the
debate for the opponents. Said Rish, “My mail is running eight-ten to one in opposition to this amendment. . . . I believe it to
be my duty to express the wishes of my [constituents]. It may be
that this is not the proper thing to do but I have taken the
approach, the right in a democracy is the right to make a mistake, if it be one, but to do those things which a majority of our
people think should be done.“21
One hour and forty-five minutes of house floor debate was
scheduled; twenty-seven legislators spoke on the amendment.
Representative Robert Hartnett, chairman of the select committee, presented his committee’s findings, concluding that the
real issue before the house was whether a constitutional amend20. Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape 8, April 10, 1974, office of the secretary of the senate, Tallahassee, remarks by Senator Dan Scarborough.
See also Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, February 6, 1973, and
Miami Herald, February 16, 1973.
21. Florida House of Representatives, ERA debate, series 38, box 8, tape
6, April 17, 1973, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee. See also Pensacola
Journal, April 18, 1973.
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ment can change an attitude and explaining that the committee
had voted the resolution out so that each house member, too,
could “enjoy biting the bullet” at the time of voting.22 Fourteen
representatives spoke against the amendment and twelve on its
behalf. There was a very different tone to the debate than there
had been in 1972. Gone was much of the levity, and in its stead
were dire warnings about the consequences, depending on the
sepaker’s perspective, of either the ratification or the failure to
ratify the ERA.
The major arguments against the ERA were laid out in the
1973 debate. Many of these would recur, with greater or less
emphasis, throughout the subsequent years of legislative struggle.
The objections raised most frequently to the ERA in 1973 and
over the years centered on the issue of eroding state’s rights and
a too-powerful national government. Florida legislators expressed
fear over the possible interpretations of the amendment by the
Congress and the Supreme Court. The dangers of Section 2,
giving Congress the power to enforce the amendment, were
cited and the wisdom of the national government questioned.
Paralleling these objections was the argument that the risks
entailed by adoption of the ERA were unnecessary because
nationally the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments guaranteed
women equal treatment and within Florida much legislation
had been enacted, to equalize the position of women.23
For some legislators the amendment was not only unnecessary
but positively harmful to women. They raised the “lady on the
pedestal” image, almost as in the days of debate on the Woman
Suffrage Amendment, and held that women enjoyed and deserved a special place in society. In their view the ERA would
undermine that position and associated protections. By the mid1970s, however, most of those protections, such as dower and
alimony, had been effectively eliminated by the Florida legislature and so this argument was little heard in later debates.24
Some used the “horrible consequences” argument: the conse22. Ibid., tape 1.
23. Ibid. Note, in particular, the comments of representatives Ray Mattox
(tape 3), Tom Tobiassen (tape 4), Chester Clem (tape 3), Jim Tillman
(tape 3), and Jere ToIton (tape 4).
24. Ibid. Note the comments of representatives R. E. Blackburn (tape 3),
Earl Hutto (tape 4), Arthur Rude (tapes 4, 5), Billy Joe Rish (tapes
5, 6), and George Grosse (tape 5).
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quences of the ERA most to be feared apparently were the drafting of women for military service and the weakening of the
family. Homosexual marriages and the adoption of children by
homosexuals— issues which would be raised in subsequent years—
were barely mentioned in 1973 .25 Finally, legislators cited the
need to be responsive to their constituents, pointing to a flood of
mail against the amendment. Said one, “My people sent me a
message by seven to one, leave our American women on a pedestal
and vote down ERA.“26
On the other side, proponents stressed the need for women
to have full equality, to have both freedom and liberty, not to be
discriminated against, to earn equal wages.27 In response to those
who cited constituents’ views in opposing the amendment,
supporters held that the ERA was an issue to be decided upon
the basis of conscience, not on the weight of the mail. Five of
the six women in the house spoke for the amendment, pointing
out that all of the women in the legislature supported the ERA
and suggesting to the men of the house that since it was women
whom the amendment affected, the men should heed their pleas
for passage.28
Those pleas went in vain. On April 17, 1973, the house defeated the resolution to ratify by fifty-four to sixty-four.29 The
eighty-seven vote margin of a year earlier (ninety-one to four
with twenty-four not voting), had vanished, a victim of changes in
the composition of the house membership and of shifts in
position by returning legislators. Between 1972 and 1973 there
was a forty per cent turnover in house membership. Thirty-two
of the ninety-one legislators who had voted for the ERA did not
return to the house in 1973, and the forty-eight new legislators
were divided almost evenly between supporters and opponents
of ERA (twenty-five for to twenty-three against). In addition,
there was a sharp shift in position by returning representatives.
Of the seventy-two returning members, fifty-nine had voted for
25.
26.

Ibid. Note the comments of Billy Joe Rish and Jere Tolton.
Ibid. Note the comments of Van Poole (tape 4), and George Grosse (tape
5).
27. Ibid. Note the comments of Ralph Turlington (tape 5), Murray Dubbin
(tape 6), and Tom McPherson (tape 4).
28. Ibid. Note the remarks by Jane Robinson, Mary Grizzle, Betty Easley,
Elaine Gordon (tape 3), and Gwen Cherry (tape 4).
29. For the vote on HCR 73, see Florida House Journal, April 17, 1973,
216-17.
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the ERA in 1972; in 1973 only twenty-six of the fifty-nine maintained their support for the amendment. A comparison of the
characteristics of those legislators who continued to support the
ERA with those who shifted revealed that Democrats were less
likely to defect than Republicans (53.8 per cent of Democrats
changing their vote to 66.6 per cent of Republicans) and that
with but one exception all of those maintaining a pro-ERA
stance came from areas of the state of some sophistication, that is,
districts including a metropolitan area, one of the state’s two
major universities, or the space center.
The house defeat saved the senate the agony of decisionmaking in 1973. The ratification resolution remained in senate
committee. However, in 1974 it was the senate’s turn to face
the issue of the ERA. The leadership in the senate was divided
in 1974 on the amendment. Lori Wilson, the sole woman in the
senate and a registered political independent, was the prime
sponsor with ten senators co-sponsoring. The president of the
senate, Mallory Horne, supported the amendment, but he did
not speak for it on the floor. On the other hand, Dempsey Barron,
the chairman of the rules committee and the person slated to
be the next senate president, opposed. Barron, dean of the
Florida Senate in seniority, a man whose power was almost
legendary, is the person most often credited by the press and by
ERA proponents with the responsibility for ERA’s failure to be
ratified by the Florida Senate.
Barron’s power rested on a combination of institutional,
political, and personal factors. The Florida legislature, which
elects its presiding officers every two years, gives strong powers
to those leaders, including the appointment of all committee
members and chairs. Barron not only served as senate presidentdesignate in 1973-1974, and senate president in 1975-1976, but
he was also credited with being the architect of the coalitions
that elected the subsequent presidents and so enabled a minority
of north Florida legislators to maintain control of the senate
through the 1970s. Barron— knowledgeable, witty, tough, fully
understood the use of power. He did not, he frequently said, like
to lose. Defeat of the ERA apparently became a test of personal
power and prestige for him. 30 Some of the supporters of the ERA
30. Dempsey Barron’s influence was reflected in his selection four times
(1974, 1975, 1977, 1980) for the Allen Morris Award for the most effective
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argued that underlying the opposition by Barron and other
conservative legislators were powerful economic interests which
feared the monetary costs of equal treatment for women. The
contention is hard to document, however, and economic costs
were never cited by opponents of the amendment as a basis for
their opposition.31
The outcome of the 1974 senate vote was in doubt to the end
with an even split of committed senators at the time of debate.
As was to happen repeatedly in the Florida Senate, the uncommitted voted against the proposal, sending it to a nineteen
to twenty-one defeat.32 The fear that the amendment would open
the way for the drafting of women into the military was cited
by the two wavering senators as decisive to their vote.33
The defeat in 1974 came despite a vigorous effort on behalf
of the ERA by supporting women’s organizations which, shaken
by the 1973 defeat, had come together in the fall of 1973 in a
formal coalition under the leadership of the president of the
League of Women Voters. A steering committee composed of
representatives of the League of Women Voters, the Business
and Professional Women (BPW), the American Association of
University Women (AAUW), the Florida Education Association,
the National Organization for Women (NOW), and Zonta International was formed, an executive director hired, funds collected
from member organizations, and a low-key educational campaign
was conducted with emphasis on local contacts with legislators.
By early 1974 twenty-seven statewide organizations, including
Common Cause, the Florida Bar Association, the Church Women
United, and eighteen local coalitions, had joined the state
coalition. The state Commission on the Status of Women also
senator. His conservative views, as well as those of subsequent senate
presidents Lew Brantley, Phil Lewis, and W. D. Childers, are suggested
by the over ninety per cent approval rating each received from Associated Industries for their voting records. See Jacksonville Florida TimesUnion, August 20, 1976, and September 8, 1980. See also Jacksonville
Florida Times-Union, May 29, December 26, 1980, and March 29, 1981.
31. Personal interviews with NOW lobbyist, Tina Slaney, June 18, 1979, and
with Representative Elaine Gordon, August 20, 1979. See also Roger
M. Williams, “Women against Women: The Clamor over Equal Rights,”
Saturday Review, IV (June 25, 1977), 8.
32. For the vote on SCR 18, see Florida Senate Journal, April 10, 1974, 110.
33. Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape 7, April 10, 1974, office of the secretary
of the senate, Tallahassee. Note the remarks of Senator Bob Saunders.
See also Miami Herald, April 10, 1974.
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took an active part in the coalition, an effort which subjected
it to some legislative criticism. With the senate defeat came
the dissolution of the formal coalition and a return to informal
cooperation among interested groups, each pursuing its own style
of persuasion. The coalition had suffered a variety of strains, including differences over tactics and problems of fund-raising.34
The third phase of the ERA’s history in Florida, from 1975
to 1980, was marked by a growth of support for the amendment
in the House of Representatives along with an increased polarization by region and party in the votes on the amendment. The
razor-thin defeats in the senate continued as pivotal senators,
crucial to victory, cast their votes with the opposition at the time
of decision. Lobbying on both sides became increasingly sophisticated and moved beyond the legislative chambers.
In 1975 the amendment came for the first time to a vote in
both houses of the legislature. Leadership in working for the
passage of the ERA was taken by the prime sponsors of the
amendment; in the house by Elaine Gordon of Miami, and in
the senate, in a shift of sponsors, by Dan Scarborough, who had
chaired the statewide ERA hearings in 1974. The change in
sponsors was designed to strengthen the ratification efforts, for
Lori Wilson, something of a maverick politically, exerted limited
influence.35 Back-up support for the legislators was provided by
the Federation of Business and Professional Women, which used
a former house minority leader as its lobbyist, and NOW,
which hired feminist Nikki Beare as lobbyist and which sponsored a parade in the state capitol to mobilize support for the
amendment. The parade was emotion-packed, attracting over
3,000 persons, including out-of-state celebrities. It ended with a
rally at the state capitol at which Governor Askew plead

34. A description of the activities of the coalition is to be found in the
report by executive director Edna Tait, “Chronological Report of ERA74. Florida” (mimeograph, undated), office of the Commission on the
Status of Women, Tallahassee. This information was supplemented
by personal interviews with Mrs. Tait, NOW lobbyist Tina Slaney, and
former League of Women Voters president Eleanor Weinstock. For the
problems of coalitions elsewhere, see Wohl, “White Gloves and Combat
Boots,” 82.
35. Boles suggests that the sponsorship of ERA by women legislators in
Illinois weakened the amendment’s position. Boles, The Politics of the
Equal Rights Amendment, 145-47.
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passionately for the equality of women “that should be their
right from birth.“36
The hearings in both houses were brief. In the House of
Representatives, Gordon, with forty cosponsors for the resolution
to ratify, thwarted an effort to require a statewide referendum
on the issue and guided; the resolution to ratify to a narrow sixtyone to fifty-eight victory.37 Proponents feared that despite polls
showing a majority of Florida residents in favor of the amendment, the issues in a referendum could be distorted, leading to
defeat for the straw vote and a setback for the amendment’s
chances. 38 Increased support came from central and south
Florida Democrats, while support declined slightly from the
1973 vote among Republicans and legislators from north
Florida. (See Table I).
The Equal Rights Amendment fared less well in the senate.
Scarborough’s efforts were unavailing. Eleventh-hour appeals,
including those by Governor Reubin Askew and First Lady Betty
Ford, to wavering senators were of little help.39 Both senate president Barron, and Lew Brantley, the rules committee chairman
and senate president-designate, strongly opposed. The final vote,
seventeen to twenty-one, revealed that the amendment had lost
ground from the preceding year. 40 Contributing to the defeat
were the defection of two 1974 supporters, one of whom stated
that he was voting as his mail decreed, and the election of eleven
new senators in 1974, six of whom opposed the ERA.41 The
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

For descriptions of the ERA battle in the 1975 legislature see Richard
White and Peggy Shaw, “Behind the Scenes of Florida’s ERA Defeat,”
Florida Accent, Tampa Tribune, July 6, 1975; Jacksonville Florida
Times-Union, April 16, 1975; Miami Herald, April 23, 26, 1975, and
Pensacola Journal, April 11, 26, 1975.
For the vote on Committee Substitute for HCR 2 and 68 to ratify the
proposed amendment see Florida House Journal, April 10, 1975, 109.
The proposal for a “straw ballot” was defeated fifty-six-sixty-three, Florida House Journal, April 10, 1975, 108-09. See also Williams, “Women
against Women: The Clamor over Equal Rights,” 10-11.
Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape 2, April 25, 1975, office of the secretary of the senate, Tallahassee. Note the remarks of Senator Vernon
Holloway. See also Jacksonville Florida Times-Union. April 25, 1975.
For the vote on the committee substitute for HCR 2 and 68 to ratify
the proposed amendment, see Florida Senate Journal, April 25, 1975, 161.
Jim Glisson shifted from support of the ERA with reluctance after
concluding that at least seventy-five per cent of his constituents opposed
the ERA. See Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, April 23, 1975, and
Pensacola Journal, April 26, 1975. William Zinkel, who shifted to the
opposition without explanation, was the target of pro-ERA forces in
1978 and was defeated in his bid for re-election.
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TABLE 1
ERA Vote in the Florida House of Representatives-1973, 1975, and 1979
Support by Party and Region of the State
Per Cent Yesa
Democrats

All Members
Year

Total
Vote

Percent
Yes

1973e

54-64

45.8

1975f

61-58

51.3

1979g

66-54*

55.0

Nb
35.7
(28)
32.1
(28)
28.6
(28)

Central/
SWc
37.3
(51)
44.2
(52)
40.4
(52)

SEd

Total

N

64.1
(39)
74.4
(39)
92.5
(40)

45.8
(118)

40.0
(25)
33.3
(27)
30.8
(26)

51.3
(119)
55.0
(120)

Republicans

Central/
SW

SE

Total N

Central/
SW

SE

Total

40.0
(25)

69.2
(26)

50.0
0
(76) (3)

34.6
(26)

53.8
(13)

38.1
(42)

59.3
(27)

83.9
(31)

60.0
0
(85) (1)

55.6
(27)

100.0
(35)

65.9
0
(88) (2)

28.0
(25)
24.0
(25)

37.5
(8)
40.0
(5)

29.4
(34)
25.0
(32)

The total number of legislators voting in each category is in parentheses.
*The recorded vote was 64 to 52. These figures include four votes that were paired.
The percentages are calculated on the basis of members voting rather than the total number of house members. The total number
of legislators voting in each category is in parentheses.
b
The legislative districts included in the north are 1-28,
c
The legislative districts included in the central-southwest are 29-76; 89, 90, 91 and 120.
d
The legislative districts included in the southeast are 77-88 and 92-119.
e
Date of vote: April 17, 1973.
f
Date of vote: April 10, 1975.
g
Date of vote: May 17, 1979.
a
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women’s movement had made a mistake in not working for the
election of pro-ERA candidates, Lori Wilson bitterly observed
following the vote.42
There was no vote on the ERA in 1976, but in 1977 the
amendment came again to a vote in the Florida legislature.
Victory in the house seemed assured by the sixty-one sponsors, a
majority of the house, that Elaine Gordon had obtained for
the ratification resolution. The issue did not come to a vote in
the house however; defeat in the senate made such a vote futile.
In the senate the ratification resolution was sponsored by twelve
senators with Lori Wilson once again leading the floor battle.
Both the president of the senate, Lew Brantley, and the rules
committee chairman, Tom Gallen, opposed. The November
1976 election results, which included defeat of two anti-ERA
incumbents, seemed initially to have yielded a majority of
senators pledged to support of the ERA. However, by the time
the legislature convened in April 1977, the majority had evaporated, replaced by a number of senators who declared themselves to be undecided. With the outcome in Florida uncertain,
and only three more states necessary for adoption of the amendment, attention and lobbying efforts centered on Florida. On
the one hand, White House strategists worked closely with Florida feminists and pro-ERA legislators. President Carter, VicePresident Mondale, Roselyn Carter, her daughter-in-law, and at
least one cabinet member contacted key Florida senators on
behalf of the ERA. Within the state, Governor Askew and
Attorney-General Shevin gave strong verbal support to the
amendment.43 On the other hand, the some 15,000 letters which
were sent into the state on the eve of the vote by the Conservative Caucus and anti-ERA organizers from outside Florida
worked for defeat of the amendment.44 Florida women on both

42. Pensacola Journal, April 26, 1975.
43. Various aspects of the 1977 ratification efforts are discussed in Williams,
“Women against Women: The Clamor over Equal Rights,” 7-13, 46;
Gainesville Sun, February 20, 1977; Miami Herald, April 8, 11, 23, 26,
1977; Palm Beach Post Times, April 10, 1977; Orlando Sentinel, February 27, 1977; National Organization for Women, “A Herstory” (mimeographed pamphlet, undated). See also Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape
1, April 13, 1977, office of the secretary of the senate, Tallahassee.
44. New York Times, May 28, 1978.
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sides of the issue also wrote letters, demonstrated, lobbied, and
held candlelight vigils for their respective causes.45
In the four hours of bitter floor debate many issues were
touched on, but it was the question of state rights that overshadowed all others. Dempsey Barron closed the debate for the
opposition by detailing the dangers posed by the ERA. Among
those cited were homosexual rights, military service for women,
integrated restroom facilities, a weakened economic position for
wives, and increased power for the federal bureaucracy, courts,
and Congress. What most concerned Barron was the overweening
power of the federal government and the potential destruction
of the states as viable governmental entities. “How many of you
want to transfer those remaining powers we have under the
present Constitution into the hands of the federal government
and the federal courts?” he asked his colleagues.46
Lori Wilson countered Barron’s speech by sharing with the
senators her dream that “our good old boys in the South can
grow up to be men” and so accept equal rights for women.47
But Wilson’s dream did not materialize; the amendment was rejected nineteen to twenty-one.48 Two 1975 opponents of ERA
voted for the amendment, but four of the senators who had
favored it in 1975 had moved to the opposition. The defection
of senate president-designate Phil Lewis was particularly damaging to the ERA cause because of the actual and potential power
of the president-designate. The principal reason given by all
four for their change of position was fear over the erosion of
state rights and the possible interpretations that might be given
to the amendment by the federal courts.49
In 1978 the resolution to ratify did not come before the
Florida legislature, but to the dismay of many ERA supporters a
surrogate referendum on the question was placed before the
45. Miami Herald, April 8, 14, 1977. See also Williams, “Women against
Women: The Clamor over Equal Rights,” 7-13.
46. Florida Senate Journal, April 13, 1977, 143-44. Note also Florida Senate,
ERA debate, tape 4, April 13, 1977, office of the secretary of the senate,
Tallahassee.
47. Ibid., 145.
48. Ibid., for the Senate vote on SCR 2 to ratify the proposed amendment.
49. Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape 1, April 13, 1977, office of the secretary of the senate, Tallahassee, for the remarks of Senators Phil Lewis,
Ralph Poston, and Henry Sayler. See also Miami Herald, April 8, 13, 14,
1977.
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voters. A proposal, Revision 2, to provide that no person would
be deprived of any right because of sex, was one of eight amendments to the Florida Constitution submitted to the voters by a
Constitution Revision Commission. Revision 2 was viewed by
both sides as a test of support for the national Equal Rights
Amendment and as such was the focus of intense campaign
efforts. Supporters of the ERA reported spending nearly half a
million dollars in an effort to win a favorable vote, while
opponents conducted a vitriolic campaign linking the amendment to the rights of homosexuals and labeling it the “unisex”
amendment.50 The worst fears of those who had fought against
straw votes on the ERA over the years were realized: Revision 2
along with the other seven proposed amendments was defeated,
the issues muddied in a bitter and emotional public relations
battle. While there were many ways to rationalize the defeat,
the vote weakened the chances of legislative approval of the
national amendment. The low level of support was cited in subsequent senate debate as a reason to defeat the ERA, and it made
it more difficult to convert or even maintain the support of
legislators in north Florida where the approval rating of Revision 2 was generally under thirty per cent.51
In 1979 the ERA came to a vote in both houses of the legislature; however, the mechanism used to achieve that vote, a rider
to a senate bill, was unconventional for a constitutional amendment. The leadership of the house was strongly committed to
the amendment and the votes for passage secure. On the other
hand, the senate remained narrowly divided despite the defeat
in 1978 of two senators who had opposed the amendment and
the election of what had initially seemed to be enough pro-ERA
senators to ensure passage of the resolution to ratify. As in earlier
years, neither the senate president, Phil Lewis, nor the rules
committee chairman, Dempsey Barron, favored the amendment.
50.

For a detailed breakdown of some of the contributions and expenditures
made in the Revision Two campaign, see campaign reports for the “Yes
on Two Committee” and the ‘“Women for Responsible Political Action”
on file in the Division of Elections, office of the secretary of state, Tallahassee, Florida. A Miami Herald poll taken before Anita Bryant focused
on the homosexual issue in a last minute campaign showed Revision
Two winning sixty-three per cent to twenty-seven per cent; Miami
Herald, November 6, 8, 1978. For an example of the ads opposing the
amendment, see Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, November 5, 1981.
51. Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape 4, May 24, 1979, office of the secretary
of the senate, Tallahassee. Note the remarks of Senator Barron.
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In the opening days of the session the senate rules committee voted not to report the ratification resolution out of committee. This meant that the initial task of those who favored the
amendment was to bring it to the floor for a vote. Late in the
session, in a closely-guarded and rapidly-executed move, Elaine
Gordon in the house tacked the ERA ratification resolution onto
Senate Bill 267, a minor revision of the Human Rights Act of
1977. Working with Gordon were the governor’s office; lobbyist
Mallory Horne, a former president of the senate; and Jack
Gordon, the chief sponsor in the senate. The bill with its ERA
rider passed the house sixty-four to fifty-two on May 17.52 Seven
days later the senate president allowed the bill to reach the
senate floor without referral to a committee. Although time for
lobbying was brief, strong forces were mobilized for the ERA.
Florida Governor Bob Graham, as well as top aides of President
Carter, attempted to persuade wavering senators to support the
amendment. However, two of three targeted senators refused
even to come to the governor’s office to discuss the question and
the one who did left “shaken” ‘but undeterred in his decision to
53
vote against the amendment. Again the familiar pattern held:
defeat for the ERA, nineteen to twenty-one.54 Defeat came when
two of those who had voted for the amendment in previous years
shifted to the opposition. One said he was voting his conscience
without explaining his shift in position; the other attributed
his change to the constitutional problems raised by the congressional extension in 1978 of the time limit for ERA ratification.
The first of these legislators had come close to defeat by an antiERA primary opponent in 1978, and Revision 2 had been rejected by his district; the other represented a district which had
repudiated Revision 2 by almost two to one.55
The issue of ratification of the ERA was not raised during the
1980 session, for with the same senate membership the outcome
would have only been defeat. The plans of ERA supporters to
52. For the vote on SB 267 with its amendment to ratify the ERA, see
Florida Senate Journal, May 17, 1979, 591-92.
53. For a discussion of the events surrounding the 1979 ERA vote, see
Tallahassee Democrat, May 17, 23, 25, 1979.
54. For the Senate vote on Amendment 1, to provide for ratification of the
ERA, to SB 267, see Florida Senate Journal, May 24, 1979, 551-52.
55. Florida Senate, ERA debate, tape 4, May 24, 1979, office of the secretary
of the senate, Tallahassee. Note remarks by Senators Guy Spicola and
Pete Skinner.
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Representative Gene Hodges of Cedar Key on the floor of the Florida
House of Representatives during the 1974 controversy over the Equal Rights
Amendment.
(Photographs courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives,
Florida State University).
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bring the amendment to a vote in 1981 were shattered by the
results of the 1980 elections: a clear majority opposed to the
ERA in the senate. In addition, for the first time, the speaker of
the Florida house was not a supporter of the ERA. Hopes for
passage of the ERA dimmed, and the issue was not debated in
either house during the 1981 legislative session.
Over the years the legislators did not make their decisions
on the ERA in a vacuum. What happened in the legislature
cannot be divorced from the activity outside the legislature by
both the women who favored the amendment and those who
opposed. The attitude of many of the male legislators may well
have been reflected in the comment of one who voted to report
the ERA resolution to ratify out of committee with the words,
“I want to get it on the house floor . . . and pass it out as
quickly as possible so we can get into mare important things.“56
On the other hand, the ERA proponents reaffirmed after each
defeat, “ERA won’t go away.”
The lobbying efforts of both sides became increasingly
sophisticated as women gained experience and political skills.
Organizations to work for and against the amendment were
established: lobbyists hired; formal and informal coalitions
formed.57 Opponents of the amendment relied heavily on direct
mail, lobbying campaigns, and speakers who linked the ERA
with homosexual rights, the drafting of women, the destruction
of the family, and the erosion of state’s rights. The Miami-based
and highly conservative Women for Responsible Legislation,
organized in 1972 by Shirley Spellerberg, took a leading role in
the campaign against the ERA. The anti-ERA forces were
strengthened by such organizations as the Farm Bureau Federation, a number of the fundamental Protestant churches, Catholic
Women United, Florida Conservative Union, and the Florida
Federation of Women’s Clubs, the largest women’s organization
56.
57.

Comment by Representative Robinson, Miami Herald, January 16, 1975.
The increased skill and sophistication of women as lobbyists on both
sides of the issue was noted by Senate president Phil Lewis in
comments on the floor of the senate and in an interview, Florida
Senate, ERA debate, tape 1, April 13, 1977, office of the secretary of
the senate, Tallahassee, and August 30, 1979 interview with Senator
Lewis. Tina Slaney, lobbyist for NOW, also suggested that one consequence of the legislative defeats of ERA was the development of
stronger women’s organizations in the state, interview with Ms. Slaney,
June 18, 1979.
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in the state.58 The latter organization announced its opposition
on the eve of the critical 1975 Senate vote. The importance of
the churches emerged most clearly in interviews with legislators
from districts in which those churches were strong; legislators
spoke of pressure from the pulpit and from devout members of
the congregation, influences which do not appear in lists of
lobbyists or campaign contributions.59 Pro-ERA forces used a
variety of strategies to persuade, ranging from parades to lowkey lobbying in the legislators’home districts to calling in 1977
for a boycott of Florida by organizations and individuals.60
Throughout this period verbal support for the amendment came
from many of the national and statewide leaders in both political
parties.
By the mid-1970s. efforts for and against the ERA were, extended beyond the legislative chambers. Beginning on a small
scale in 1976, organizations on both sides of the issue moved
into the election process with endorsements and campaign
contributions. Until the 1980 election the net results of these
efforts seemed, favorable to the amendment. The scope of the
effort is suggested by the 1978 and 1980 campaign contributions.61
In 1978 the Florida NOW gave over $11,000 to twenty-seven
Williams, “Women against Women: The Clamor over Equal Rights,”
8; and Chambles “Women’s Groups in Florida Split over the ERA.”
Note that in contrast to the divisions among women on the Equal Rights
Amendment there was no organized opposition by women to the Nineteenth Amendment and the largest women’s organization in the state, the
Florida Federation of Women’s Clubs, endorsed the Woman Suffrage
Amendment in 1915. Johnson, “The Woman Suffrage Movement in
Florida,” 74-81.
59. Senator Don Childers, for example, stated that he was voting for the
ERA against the advice of his Baptist minister, Miami Herald, April 15,
1977. Two articles which discuss the importance of traditional social
roles and religion in motivating the anti-ERA activists are David Brady
and Kent Tedin, “Ladies in Pink: Religion and Ideology in the AntiERA Movement,” Social Science Quarterly, LVI (March 1976), 564-75,
and Kent Tedin, David Brady, Mary Buxton, Barbara Gorman, and
Judy Thompson, “Social Background and Political Differences between
Pro- and Anti-ERA Activists,” American Politics Quarterly, V (July
1977), 395-407.
60. In 1977, NOW called for the boycott by organizations and individuals
of all non-ratifying states, a boycott south Florida businessmen estimated
could cost as much as $100 million ultimately in lost business. See
Miami News, January 25, 1978 and January 12, 1979.
61. Division of Elections, Office of the Secretary of State of Florida; 1978
Compilation of Total Reported Contributions and Expenditures for
Candidates. For a detailed breakdown of contributions see the campaign
reports on file in the Division of Elections office, Secretary of State of
Florida, Tallahassee.
58.
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candidates and endorsed without dollars another dozen. In
1980 over $25,000 was contributed to fifty-three house and senate
candidates. Another $25,000 went to pro-ERA candidates in 1980
from organizations such as the Florida Women’s Political Caucus,
which gave over $8,000, and the ERA Dinner Committee, which
donated some $9,000. On the other side, in 1978 the Women for
Responsible Political Action contributed over $10,000 to fortyfive candidates’ who had opposed or pledged to oppose the
amendment, and in 1980, over $12,000 to twenty-nine candidates.
Other organizations such as Families are Concerned Today
(FACT) and Concerned Parents advertised directly on behalf
of pro-family, anti-ERA candidates. The interest aroused
nationally by the Florida ERA battle was reflected in the substantial sums sent by organizations and individuals from outside
the state to both sides. Among the groups channeling funds into
the state were the National Women’s Political Caucus,
ERAmerica, and STOP-ERA. Moreover, reported dollars are
but the tip of the iceberg, reflecting identifiable organizational
contributions only; contributions made by individuals on the
basis of an issue or at the urging of a group are not readily
determined. 62
One measure of the success of campaign efforts is the defeat
of targeted incumbents. The 1976 and 1987 election returns
reveal that pro-ERA incumbents were more successful in retaining their seats against opposition than were their anti-ERA
colleagues. The tally of anti-ERA incumbents defeated was
three representatives and one senator in 1976, and one representative and two senators in 1978, while no pro-ERA senators
and only one representative were defeated by anti-ERA
challengers.
The 1980 elections marked a change in outcomes. Pro-ERA
forces lost two senators and four house members while only one
anti-ERA senator was defeated. As in earlier years the ERA was
not the only issue involved in the campaign, but it was a contributing factor to the results. The losses for the ERA supporters
62. It was reported in 1980 that in 1978 over $60,000 was solicited from
members of the Mormon church in the last days of the campaign and
contributed to the campaign funds of ERA opponents. Because the
funds went to candidates or to the organization “Families Are Concerned
Today” as contributions from individual donors, they were not identified
initially as part of an organized campaign. Miami Herald, April 20, 1980.
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came despite the heavy financial contributions which had been
made to critical races. For example, pro-ERA senate incumbents
Don Chamberlain and George Platt, both of whom lost, had each
received over $10,000 in contributions from pro-ERA groups. Immediately following the 1976 and 1978 elections the senate had
been tipped slightly in favor of ERA supporters, even though
that advantage had vanished by the time the legislature convened.
In 1980 there seemed little question of what the outcome of a
vote on the ERA would be, for a majority of senators expressed
opposition to ratification of the amendment. With no elections
scheduled before the expiration in June 1982 of the extended
time limit for ERA ratification, the 1980 elections seemed to
foreclose the possibility that Florida would ratify the amendment.
The unusual handling of the ERA resolution in 1979 with
its attachment as a rider to a senate bill and the votes on that
bill symbolized the divergent evolution of the issue in the legislature and in the state during the 1970s. Three patterns of development are clear. First, the history of the amendment in the
house and in the senate followed quite different courses with
support building in the house after the initial 1973 defeat and
remaining static in the senate as year after year the upper
house blocked ratification by the narrowest of margins. The
proportion of house members who supported the ERA increased from forty-five per cent in 1973 to fifty-five per cent in
1979, while in the senate the division was nineteen to twenty-one
on three votes and seventeen to twenty-one on the fourth. (See
Tables 1 and 2). The senate stability of outcome masks substantial shifting due to changes in position by incumbent senators and to the replacement of senators with new members of
differing views. Thus, twelve senators shifted position on the
ERA with nine shifting to opposition and three to support,
while in fourteen cases in which there was a shift when a new
senator was elected, nine of the fourteen favored the ERA.
Supporters of the ERA were more successful in electing pro-ERA
senators than in maintaining the support of those in office.
A key to the differing responses of house and senate to the
amendment may be found in the leadership structures and values
dominant in each house. The reapportionments of the 1960s
and 1970s shifted representation southward in Florida to reflect
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ERA Vote in the Florida Senate-1974, 1975, 1977, and 1979
Support by Party and Region of the State
Per Cent Yesa
All Members*

Democrats

Year

Total
Vote

Percent
Yes

1974e

19-21

47.5

50.0
(10)

33.3
(18)

66.7
(12)

47.5
(40)

1975f

17-21

44.5

55.5

50.0
(10)

1977g

19-21

47.5

20.0
(10)
50.0
(10)

44.4

(18)

1979h

19-21

47.5

50.0

Nb

30.0
(10)

Centralc Sd

(18)

(18)

N

Central

S

Total

50.0
(10)

50.0

100.0

65.4

44.5
(38)

22.2
(9)

62.5

50.0
(12)

47.5
(40)

55.5
(9)

80.0
(10)
63.3
(11)

58.3

41.5
(40)

37.5

58.3

(12)

Total

Republicans

(8)

(8)

(12)

N

Central

S

0
(0)

11.1
(9)

0
(4)

7.7
(13)

0
(1)

14.3
(7)

0
(2)

10.0
(10)

60.0
(10)

55.6
(27)
0
(30)

0
(1)

0
(6)

0
(2)

0
(9)

70.0
(10)

60.0
(30)

0
(2)

33.3
(6)

0
(2)

20.0
(10)

(8)
(8)

(26)

Total

*In the 1974, 1975, and 1977 sessions there was one political Independent, Lori Wilson, who was located in the central section and
voted for ERA.
The total number of legislators voting in each category is in parentheses.
a
The percentages are calculated on the basis of members voting rather than the total number of senate members. The total
number of legislators voting in each category is in parentheses.
b
The legislative districts included in the north are 1-9 and 11.
c
The legislative district included in the central are 10 and 12-28.
d
The legislative districts included in the south are 29-40.
e
Date of vote: April 10, 1974.
f
Date of vote: April 25, 1975.
g
Date of vote: April 15, 1977.
h
Date of vote: May 25, 1979.
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the changed population structure of the state. The consequence
in the house was moderate to liberal leadership in the 1970s;
however, in the upper house senators from traditional sectors of
the state were able to maintain their power and control, aided
by expertise, the greater stability of the senate membership, the
smaller size of the senate, and the skill of the north Florida
legislators in building coalitions of moderate to conservative
legislators. The policy consequences were reflected in the ERA
issue. The principal leaders in the House of Representatives, the
speakers and the rules, committee chairmen, endorsed the amendment and encouraged its passage, while the comparable leaders
in the senate, with but two exceptions, opposed the amendment.
While both the senate leadership and the senators opposing the
ERA denied that influence had been applied on the question,
ERA supporters contended that the issue had become a test of
the power of the leadership. Test of power or not, the opposition
of the leadership clearly weakened the amendment’s position.
The sensitivity of the house to the issue of women’s rights
may have been heightened, too, by the presence of a number of
articulate women legislators who strongly supported the amendment and spoke on its behalf. In 1973 the house had six women
all of whom supported the ERA, and by 1979 there were fifteen
women representatives, twelve of whom were pro-ERA. In
contrast there was but one woman in the senate through 1976,
and two from 1976 through 1980, only five per cent of the
membership.
Second, there is a clear pattern of polarization by region and
by party in the legislature and in the state on the ERA issue, a
polarization which became more marked over the years. In
1973 in the Florida house the proportion of Democrats who
supported the ERA was fifty per cent, of Republicans, thirtyeight per cent. By 1979 the Democratic level of support had increased to sixty-six per cent, while Republican support declined
to-twenty-five per cent. Among Democrats support varied sharply
by region; in 1973 forty per cent of north Florida representatives
supported the amendment compared to sixty-nine per cent of
those from the southeastern part of, the state. By 1979 the
difference in support levels had widened: thirty-one per cent
support in the north to 100 per cent in the southeast. The same
patterns in muted fashion are found, in the senate though the
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increased divergence over a period of time is not apparent. In the
senate support by Democrats ranged from sixty-five per cent in
1974 (when the senate president nominally favored the amendment) to fifty-seven per cent in 1979, while only four of the
twenty-two Republicans who served in the senate during these
years endorsed the amendment. Among north Florida Democrats
the support level ranged from fifty per cent in 1974 to thirty-seven
per cent in 1979; while support among south Florida Democrats
ran from 100 per cent in 1974 to seventy per cent in 1979. (See
Tables l and 2.)
The legislative results apparently paralleled constituency
opinion. In the 1978 referendum on Revision 2, a constitutional
amendment to bar sex discrimination in Florida, the highest
levels of support for the proposition were in the southeastern
part of the state, where a majority of voters approved the proposal, and the lowest levels of support were in the northern
counties. Thus opposition to the ERA in Florida was centered
regionally in the northern, part of the state where old attitudes
toward women were most firmly held, traditional values most
cherished, and the institutions most likely to reinforce those
values, such as the fundamentalist churches, the strongest.63 Republicans, most of whom espoused a conservative political philosophy, constituted a second center of opposition. The opposition
by Republicans increased over the years as the amendment’s
symbolic importance mounted.
Third, in the years that the ERA was before the Florida
legislature both the context in which the issue was considered
and the issue itself changed. In the early 1970s the ERA seemed
to be an amendment whose time had come, a simple guarantee
of equal treatment of women. Its initial appearance in the
Florida house in 1972 was brief, its reception warm. Within a
year that situation had changed. The ERA increasingly took on a
symbolic importance which complicated its passage. As that
occurred, polarization on the issue increased, as did the intensity of the efforts for and against it. Many of the actual
changes that the amendment would have brought to Florida
63. Elazar finds marked cultural divisions in Florida and little sharing of
common patterns and policies. Elazar, American Federalism: A View
from the States, 12-23, 93-104. See also Gastil, Cultural Regions of the
United States, 108-15, 184-85.
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in terms of equalizing the treatment of men and women were
achieved by 1979 through changes in state law, changes often
supported by the same legislators who opposed the ERA. Those
votes, along with the rhetoric of legislative debate, with its
strong emphasis on state rights, suggest that the issue had been
transformed from one primarily about the rights of women to
one about federalism and broad social trends. The transformation of the ERA into an ideological issue was facilitated, on the
one hand, by parallel societal trends, for example, increased
political involvement by the fundamentalist churches, a growing
conservatism among sectors of the general public, and the explosion of federal regulatory power and of consequent concern
over those powers. On the other hand, the fact that many of
the policy changes that the ERA would presumably accomplish
were being undertaken at the state level enabled opponents of
the amendment to disregard its substantive contributions to
women and consider only its ideological dimensions. The
sharpened polarization with mounting support in south Florida
suggests that the ERA had symbolic importance not only for
conservatives but also for liberals that was perhaps greater than
the tangible consequences that could be expected from the
amendment.
Despite the transformation of the ERA as an issue, ratification
seemed within reach time after time. The outcome was in doubt
until the vote was taken, and when defeat came it was by
narrow margins. Although both proponents and opponents
maintained a continuing pressure on the legislators on the issue,
the momentum seemed to be with the ERA proponents despite
defeats elsewhere in the nation. Support within the House
grew; pro-ERA forces were until 1980 more successful at the
polls than were their adversaries; statewide leaders maintained
their commitment to the ERA; yet approval remained elusive.
By the end of 1980 it appeared that the opportunity for successful passage had been lost. The losses in the 1980 elections brought
to an end the years of intense activity on the amendment. If
the ERA had remained an issue involving only equality of treatment for women, it probably would have been ratified. Its
difficulties grew from its transformation from a concrete to a
symbolic issue, from a simple issue about the rights of women
to a complex issue about traditional values versus change, state
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rights versus national authority, and about the power to lead in
the Florida legislature.
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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS
FLORIDA MANUSCRIPT
ACQUISITIONS AND ACCESSIONS
The following are recent manuscript acquisitions and accessions as reported by Florida universities, colleges, public libraries, and other institutions. Those interested in using particular collections should correspond with the library or archives
in question.
The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida, has added to its microfilm collection 473 reels of Spanish
Florida Borderlands documents from the Papeles Procedentes de
Cuba (part of the Archivo General de Indias, Seville, Spain).
Other microfilm additions include: British Public Record Office
documents relating to South Carolina, 1663-1782; Charleston
Daily Courier, 1852-1873; DeLand Sun News, 1924-1948; Largo
Sentinel, 1912-1918, 1922-1933, 1937-1951, 1955-1957, 1960, 19621963; Tampa L’Alba Sociale, 1901, scattered issues; Tampa La
Voce Dello Schiavo, 1900-1901, incomplete; and Vero Beach PressJournal, 1919-1947. The library has also accessioned in its manuscript collections additions to the papers of Congressman Charles
Bennett, T. Frederick Davis of Jacksonville, and Dr. John Goggin.
It has acquired the papers of Sydney Octavias Chase (1860-1941);
Joshua Coffin Chase (1858-1948); James Edmundson Ingraham
(1850-1924); land claims of Florida Seminoles (United States
Indian Claims Commission) against the United States (1955);
Charles Bingham Reynolds (1856-1940), which includes twenty
copper plates, and exhibits testimony, post-trial briefs, and case
materials on the Florida Bay case (United States of America v.
State of Florida), in the Supreme Court of the United States,
October term, 1972, number fifty-two. Additions to the rare book
collection include: A geographical description of the state of
Louisiana by William Darby (1816); The Traveller’s Directory
through the United States by John Melish (1815); Real cedula
de S. M. y Senores del Consejo, en que se mandó observar y
guardar el Tratado de Amistad, límites y navegación concluído y
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ratificado entre sw Real Persona y los Estados Unidos de América (Pamplona, 1797) regarding Spanish treaties after 1788;
Verscheyde scheeps-togten na Florida door Pontius, Ribald Laudonniere, Gourgues (Leyden: Pieter van der Aa, 1562?); and
Recopilación de leyes de los reynos de las Indias (1973 facsimile
edition of the 1756 publication, Madrid). The Library has obtained “Map Showing the Different Lines of Survey across Florida for a Canal between Espíritu Santo Bay and the St. Johns
and Oklawaha Rivers” (1855); approximately 225 photoreproductions of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Florida maps from
the U.S. National Archives; and “War Mission in the Carribbean:
The Diary of Don Francisco de Saavedra, 1780-1783” by Manuel
L. Pérez-Alonso (Ph.D. dissertation, Georgetown University,
1954).
Recent acquisitions by the Pensacola Historical Society are
the Van Blanchard collection, which includes the yachting records of the annual race from Pensacola to Camp Walton, Florida
(1920-1927, 1930-1934, 1936-1938, 1940-1941); typescript of “A
History of Hurricane in Eighteenth-century West Florida” by
Thomas Muir, Jr.; photocopies of depositions regarding West
Florida land grants; photocopy of the provost marshal’s report on
civilians at Forts Barrancas and Pickens during the period 18621865; microfilm of records of the provost marshal at Fort Barrancas, 1865; microfilm of the “Diary and Reminiscences of
Stephen R. Mallory,” VOl. I; Escambia County Marriage Index
(1800-1942, 1943-1948, 1949-1968); typescript of “The Descendants
of Joseph Bonifay and Marianna Pingrow” by Susan Helen Bonifay; photocopies of the correspondence of the Escambia Gulf
Beach Hotel Company (1929-1940); a photo album (1910-1912);
E. E. Saunders Company day book-ledger, 1939-1958; and “Facts
about the Beginning of the Negro High School in Escambia
County” by Hattie P. Eagan.
The Otto G. Richter Library, University of Miami, has added
to its rare books The discovery of Florida; being a true relation
of the vicissitudes that attended the Governor Don Hernando de
Soto and some nobles of Portugal in the discovery of Florida now
just given by a fidalgo of Elvas (1946 copy of the 1557 edition);
papers of August Seymour Houghton, lawyer and conservationist
(1905-1948); papers of William Lyman Phillips, landscape architect (1929-1964); and ninety-four Florida prints from Picturesque
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America, Harper’s Weekly (1861-1898), Frank Leslie’s Illustrated
Newspaper (1879-1889), The Illustrated London News (18761887), and The Aldine, of Useful Knowledge, Every Saturday
(1870).
Additions to the rare book collection in Florida State University’s Robert Manning Strozier Library include Domingo Gonzales Carranza, A geographical description of the coasts, harbours,
and sea ports of the Spanish West-Indies, particularly of Porte
Bello, Cartagena, and the Island of Cuba, translated from a curious and authentic manuscript written in Spanish, to which is
added, an appendix, containing Captain Parker’s own account
of his taking the town of Porte Bello in the year 1601, also plans
of the Havanna, Porto Belle, Cartagena, and La Vera Cruz
(London, 1740).
The St. Augustine Historical Society has accessioned the correspondence and records of the St. Augustine Free Library Association (1914-1972), and the Peck House collection comprising
approximately 10,000 documents relating to the Peck and Burt
families (1830-1930). To its newspaper collection it has added the
St. Augustine Florida Press, March 18, 1871; St. Augustine Examiner, February 7, 1874 and March 27, 1875; St. Augustine Star,
January 10, 1877; and London Daily Advertiser, November 3,
1772. Other manuscript acquisitions include “Coacoochee: Made
from the Sands of Florida” and “An Anthology of William Bartram’s Prose in Free Verse,” by Arthur E. Francke, Jr.; and
“Higher Learning in America’s Oldest City: the Story of a
Christian College by William C. Lee” (Florida Memorial College). Thirty-five oral history tapes of the Manucy and Capo families were also added.
Collections acquired by the John C. Pace Library, University
of West Florida, Pensacola include the Donald L. Elbert papers
concerning his activities as councilman and mayor of Gulf Breeze,
Fla., (1964-1966, 1972-1976); the Harold Bryan Crosby papers, relating to law and politics with extensive files on Pensacola and
Pensacola civic organizations (1929-1981); the Harold L. Bryans
papers, Pensacola physician and president of the Florida State
Board of Health (1889-1961); and Dorothy Burrows’s collection
of nineteenth- and twentieth-century children’s books. To the
oral history collection were added tapes on the Pensacola police
department and crime in Pensacola (1914-1919); Pensacola Naval
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Air Station (1914-1919); and interviews with teachers as part of
the Escambia County Retired Teachers Association oral history
project. Other additions include the personal papers of Marion
Viccars (1908-1980); family records of the McCown, Price, Campbell, Rosasco, and Anderson families (Anderson family papers
cover those of Dr. Warren E. Anderson, Elizabeth Crowell, and
the early hospitals of Pensacola); Escambia County school district
records (1877-1967); the Creek Indian Project files of Dr. Lucius
Ellsworth and Dr. Jane Dysart which contain the research records
of the Creek Indians of northwest Florida; and the records of
Florida State Senator Tom Tobiasson of Pensacola.
The Florida Historical Society Library, University of South
Florida, received Harold D. Cardwell’s manuscript, “60 Years of
Service to the Blind.” It also received from the Florida State
Archives, Tallahassee, copies of the microfilm of the consolidated
finding guide to county tax rolls (1829-1881), and county death,
marriage, and probate records.
Accessioned by the Haydon Burns Public Library, Jacksonville, were Thomas B. Bradford’s “Florida map” (ca. 1833) and
a reproduction of his map of the “United States, exhibiting the
railroads & canals,” 1835), Map of Jacksonville, Florida (1910)
and xerox copy of map of Talbot Island, Duval County, Florida
(1901). Also obtained were a photocopy of Steven Cohen’s “Suwannee Springs dreamland now just faded memories” from Live
Oak Suwannee Democrat, August 12, 1980; and scattered issues
of Suntime magazine (1952-1955).
The Florida State Archives, Division of Archives, History and
Records Management, Tallahassee, announces completion of the
processing of the administrative correspondence of Governors
Doyle Carlton, David Sholtz, Fred Cone, Spessard Holland, Millard Caldwell, Dan McCarty, Charley Johns, and LeRoy Collins.
Current accessions include House appropriations committees
files beginning in 1977; floor debates of the House of Representa) and commissions (1912tives; resolutions (1932) of the
city of Miami; a photograph file from the Department of Transportation containing bridge and road dedications; and 156 tourism promotion films from the Department of Commerce. Transferred from Governor Bob Graham’s office and from the state
legislature were approximately 467 cu. ft. of files covering the
period November 1980-November 1981. The James B. Whitfield
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collection was also accessioned. The Division of Archives is nearing completion of its NHPRC-funded project, “Nineteenth-century Florida State Records,” and these materials are now available for use. Finding aids for the collection have been prepared
to the folder and volume level. The records include the official
correspondence of -the governors (1820-1915); correspondence, day
books, and ledgers of the state treasurer (1845-1914); records of
military expenditures, state juror and witness certificates, and correspondence from the Office of the Comptroller (1839-1906); subject files from various nineteenth-century commissions, including
the phosphate commission (1891-1899), the Indian War Claims
commission (1878-1929), and the State Institutions Commission
which includes files on the convict-lease program (1889-1916). It
also includes the official correspondence of Dr. Joseph Y. Porter,
State Board of Health (1889-1917); and correspondence to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund (1840-1920).
In December 1981 the University of South Florida Florida
Collection was designated as the depository for the Hampton
Dunn Floridiana collection. It includes books, photograph and
negative files, Florida postcards, and slides, prints, and paintings
of Florida scenes. Manuscripts of Dunn’s own writings are included together with such things as three docket books for the
Alachua County Court covering the years 1840-1870.
To its materials on T. Frederick Davis, the Jacksonville Historical Soicety has added books from his family library: the Ponce
de Leon number of the Florida Historical Quarterly, written by
Mr. Davis; nine other articles bound in a single volume which
Mr. Davis contributed to the Quarterly; “Florida Events of History,” a typescript with bibliography and index of articles which
Davis wrote for the Florida Times-Union in the 1920s and 1930s;
Florida Historical Pageant, written by Mr. Davis and produced in
Jacksonville in 1922; a scrapbook honoring Mrs. Theodore Hartridge, mother of Mrs. T. Frederick Davis; and several autographed books. The Society’s archives are in the Swisher Library;
Jacksonville University.
Southern Labor Archives, Georgia State University, Atlanta,
has accessioned the following collections: Carpenters Local 531
(St. Petersburg, Fla., (1900-1977); Carpenters Local 1275 (Tampa,
Fla., (1941-1978), and Florida State Council of Carpenters (19521978).
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José de Ezpeleta, Gobernador de la Mobila, 1780-1781. By
Francisco de Borja Medina Rojas. (Sevilla: Escuela de Estudios Hispano-Americanos de Sevilla, 1980. lxxxii, 869 pp.
Preface, introduction, biography of subject, acknowledgments,
notes, maps; tables, appendices, bibliography, index.)
In spite of his well-known heradlic motto Yo Solo (“I Alone”),
Bernardo de Gálvez had the aid of same 8,000 of his compatriots
in conquering Britain’s West Florida colony during the American
Revolution. Father de Borja Medina Rojas considers one of
these persons in an 869-page work. It is concerned, incredibly,
with only one of the eighty-one years in the distinguished life
of José de Ezpeleta, when, as a young colonel in 1781, he
governed Mobile and assisted in the fall of Pensacola.
Although Ezpeleta conducted himself gallantly and effectively
at Pensacola, in the tale of Spanish triumph on the Gulf coast, his
able governorship of Mobile between March 1780 and the
spring of 1781, was more significant. The consequences of failure
in this less glamorous task would have been extremely serious
for the Spanish cause. British recapture of Mobile would have
facilitated an attempt on New Orleans, evoked increased support,
from Indians already inclined in general to the British, and
enabled John Campbell, West Florida’s military commander,
to spare the men and materials necessary for building a battery
on Santa Rosa Island. Ultimately the lack of such a battery,
more than any other single omission, doomed Pensacola.
Borja Medina elaborates Ezpeleta’s difficulties in retaining
Mobile. Pay and food arrived only fitfully for garrison troops
who were, thanks to a notoriously unhealthy location, also
chronically prey to disease. In addition, the local Indians, under
British leadership, harassed them while the British residents in
the Mobile district violated their oaths of loyalty to Spain by
helping their fellow Britons at Pensacola. From there, the last
British stronghold in West Florida, came attacks on Mobile
itself by sea, and by land, on the village to its east. The latter
was a vital post for the Spanish because it protected the cattle
[487]
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herds which sustained the Mobile garrison from British and
Indian raiders. Not only did Ezpeleta surmount all these difficulties but also, when Gálvez called on him, he was ready with
600 troops to help reduce Pensacola.
Borja Medina quotes at length from thoroughly researched
British and Spanish manuscripts, giving much detail never
before printed and very useful to the West Florida specialist,
about rations, regiments, contractors, deserters, and Indians. The
strength of the military narrative will hold the interest of many
readers.
The author’s impartiality is admirable. Although he rightly
lauds Ezpeleta, he also admits his faults: for instance, inadvertently, and perhaps a little gullibly, he sent false intelligence (derived from deserters) to Gálvez. Nor does he gloss
over the interservice rivalry and overestimates of British naval
capability which almost caused the Spanish campaign to fail.
His treatment of the British is likewise balanced. He blames
Campbell’s faulty Indian policy on excessive concern with expenditure, but he explains his difficulties and gives the British
full credit for skill and bravery where it is justified. In particular he does not neglect, as other writers have, the very
valuable services of Britons like Joseph Pinhorn and Farquhar
Bethune who worked among the Indians and who had the
tough job of getting them to fight alongside the redcoats. A
difficulty of Campbell’s which he does ignore was the low priority
which West Florida had for the higher British authorities. The
commercially unprofitable province was prized less than any
of the sugar islands, which explains the half-hearted naval
support which Campbell received from Jamaica.
The value of this book is further enhanced by its fifty maps,
mostly rare reproductions from Spanish archives. It is an important work which confirms the high reputation of Gálvez, in
spite of his deliberate deception of both naval and military colleagues, and commands a new respect for his subordinate,
Governor Ezpeleta, who was a more conventional strategist than
Gálvez but an exceedingly talented military administrator.
Auburn University
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Sun, Sand and Water: A History of the Jacksonville District
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1821-1975. By George E.
Buker. (Jacksonville: Department of the Army, Corps of
Engineers, 1981. xiv, 288 pp. Acknowledgment, foreword, biographical sketch, appendices, notes, bibliography, index.
$10.00.)
This history is one of several that the Army Corps of Engineers has contracted to have written in recent years. Like the
others, this one is an attractive book with a colorful binding,
large pages, and many maps and illustrations. Written by
George E. Buker, a former aviator in the United States Navy and
presently chairman of the Division of Social Sciences at Jacksonville University, this account provides Florida readers with information about many projects that have aided in the development of the state. None of the great Florida ports— Jacksonville,
Tampa, or Miami— could accommodate today’s big ships if the
Army Corps of Engineers had not dredged their channels and
built protecting jetties. The corps has also spent millions of
dollars on flood control, intracoastal waterways, beach restoration, the space center at Cape Canaveral, and the aborted CrossFlorida Barge Canal.
Although the Jacksonville District was not formally organized until 1908, army engineer activities began in Florida even
before annexation. Accompanying General Andrew Jackson on
his controversial raid into Spanish Florida, Lieutenant James
Gadsden built a fort on the Apalachicola River, and Captain
Hugh Young wrote a useful report describing the terrain. Soon
after annexation in 1821 Congress ordered the army engineers
to determine the feasibility of a cross-Florida canal. Despite the
corps’s discouraging report, Congress again and again authorized
new surveys of possible routes.
The Army Corps of Engineers has long had a predominantly
civilian character. Most of its missions have been in connection
with proposed public works; most of its personnel, except for
its, commanding officers, have been civilian. Nevertheless, the
corps has had important military tasks. Buker describes the
building of frontier forts during the Seminole War and the
construction of more formidable fortresses at Key West and Dry
Tortugas. Because of its climate Florida offered ideal training
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conditions for aviators during World War II, and the Army
Corps of Engineers provided facilities with impressive speed.
Buker’s notes reveal careful research, mostly in the printed
reports of the corps. The author finds much to praise and
practically nothing to condemn in the record of the engineers.
Discussing drainage and flood control, he says that Governor
Napoleon Broward and his successors “brought ecological
disaster to south Florida,” but that the Jacksonville District
Engineers “studying the multitudinous factors of nature’s
balance, are gradually redressing the equation” (p. 111). This
seems much too simple. The state government certainly made
many mistakes, but the corps also blundered. The channelization of the Kissimmee River provides one example of this; the
Four River Basins project, at least in some of its components,
may be another.
The corps has had an ambiguous record on environmental
issues because like all military outfits it is trained not to question
orders but to obey them. Those orders have come mostly from
Congress, and until recently Congress has demonstrated more
concern for political advantage than for ecology. When congress
changed the rules of the game and required the corps to study
the environmental impact of its projects, the engineers began to
do so with characteristic thoroughness. They have been particularly diligent in carrying out their recently assigned duty
of protecting the wetlands,
Buker might well have analyzed the whole problem of the
corps’s relations with Congress. For many decades river and
harbor bills provided the opportunity for pork barrel politics
whereby congressmen obtained appropriations to benefit their
local districts; more recently flood control bills have been used
in this way. The corps’s functions have been to make feasibility
studies and then to build whichever projects are authorized.
Supposedly the feasibility studies are based upon cold-blooded
engineering and economic analysis, but is this always so? The
measuring stick is the ratio of benefits to costs: the project must
bring annual dollar benefits at least equal to the annual costs of
building and maintaining it. But sometimes when the political
demand for a project becomes strong enough, the corps’s benefitcost ratio seems to bend a little. Consider particularly the crossFlorida canal project which for decades was considered
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economically unfeasible by the engineers but was finally recommended during the eras of Franklin Roosevelt and John Kennedy
— presidents who wanted the projects built for their own political
reasons.
Although historians may wish that Dr. Buker had been somewhat more critical, they will find a great deal of interest about
Florida’s past in this volume, which is well organized and clearly
written. It contains many fascinating drawings and maps, although not all of them have reproduced well.
Deerfield Beach, Florida

NELSON M. BLAKE

The Westward Enterprise: English Activities in Ireland, the
Atlantic, and America, 1480-1650. Edited by K. R. Andrews,
N. P. Canny, and P. E. H. Hair. (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1979. xiv, 326 pp. Preface, introduction, illustrations, notes, index. $19.95.)
This is a collection of fourteen essays dedicated as a homage
volume to David Beers Quinn by his English, Irish, and North
American associates and former students. It was written upon
the occasion of his retirement from the University of Liverpool
in 1976, and the fifteenth section of the book comprises a
bibliography of Quinn’s works to that date. Professor Quinn, a
notable scholar in the field of early English North American
expansion, passed a busy retirement after that time. Among
other works, he published North America from Earliest Discovey to First Settlements in 1977.
The essays touch upon topics almost as diverse as the English,
North American, and Caribbean colonies themselves. Altogether,
they exhibit the broader view of colonial studies seen in later
efforts of the imperial school of American history and the deepening scholarship of Professor Quinn and his associates. In a fine
introduction, J. H. Parry leads the way into consideration of
comparative colonization, including examination of Spanish
and French efforts. Some of the contributions follow his lead.
Although K. R. Andrews briefly mentions the sixteenthcentury Franco-Spanish clash in Florida in his essay “The
English in the Caribbean, 1560-1620,” the chapter of more im-

Published by STARS, 1981

87

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 60 [1981], No. 4, Art. 1
492

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

portance and interest to students of Florida history is Paul
Hulton’s “Images of the New World: Jacques Le Moyne de
Morgues and John White.” This essay describes and contrasts
the work of two artists who accompanied key expeditions of
New World exploration and attempted settlement.
Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues, a native of Dieppe, sailed
with René de Laudonnière to Florida in 1564, and remained
there during the life of the French establishment at Fort Caroline.
John White, who had evidently sailed with Frobisher in 1577,
went to the Carolina Outer Banks with Grenville in 1585. Both
men dedicated themselves to record their impressions of the
land and Indian peoples they saw.
A cloud has recently obscured the accuracy and utility of
Jacques Le Moyne’s drawings of the Florida Indians. Until recent
years, only one original was known: the miniature of the
Indian Athore pointing out Jean Ribault’s column on the St.
Johns River. Otherwise, Le Moyne’s work had only been known
indirectly, through two of White’s watercolors and forty-two engravings published by Theodore De Bry in 1591 and issued in
various editions since. Fifty-nine original plant drawings. by
Le Moyne were purchased by the British Museum in 1962, but
the Florida Indian drawings published by De Bry display obvious errors: Indian women with blond hair and other European
features, the use of European tools and baskets, etc.
Hulton theorizes that only a small part of Le Moyne’s Florida
work escaped with him when Pedro Menéndez’s Spaniards took
Fort Caroline in September 1565. He believes that Le Moyne
then used his journal and his recollections to reconstruct the
drawings. In that event, the White watercolors of the Florida
Indians, done from a Le Moyne original, are more faithful to
Timucuan ethnographic models than the De Bry engravings.
Both White and Le Moyne were patronized by Sir Walter
Raleigh. John White’s work, most useful for viewing the life
of the vanished Algonquian Indians, ended as he dedicated his
time to service as governor of the ill-fated Roanoke colony. He
escaped safely, but no other artistic work has survived. Jacques
Le Moyne was last heard from in 1593, when he directed a letter
to Hakluyt from Ireland.
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This book will interest scholars of colonial history and
Florida studies. Its essays are unfailingly stimulating.
Vero Beach, Florida

EUGENE LYON

Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789, Volume 5, August
16-December 31, 1776. Edited by Paul H. Smith, Gerard W.
Gawalt, Rosemary Fry Plakas, and Eugene R. Sheridan.
(Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1979. xxx, 767 pp.
Foreword, editorial method and apparatus, acknowledgments,
list of delegates to Congress, illustrations, index. $11.25.)
The four and one-half months of the life of the Continental
Congress documented by this volume were a period of uncertain
improvisation in finance, military administration, maritime security, and diplomacy, and they were also a time of military adversity (Howe’s capture of New York and northern New Jersey).
A large portion of the letters in volume 5 either report the delegates’ perception of these events or describe Congress’s role in
directing the revolutionary struggle in the immediate aftermath
of the Declaration of Independence. Particularly valuable are the
letters of two “Secret Committees” dealing with internal security
and military supply and with diplomacy. By far the most
valuable group of documents is some forty letters written
primarily or entirely by William Hooper of North Carolina.
Along with Francis Lightfoot Lee of Virginia, Hooper was the
only other delegate to attend every session of Congress during
this four and one-half month period (there is a useful list of
delegates including the dates of their election and attendance
in the front of each volume in this series).
Priding himself on his diligence and superior knowledge of
events, Hooper sought to place his intelligence at the disposal
of leaders in North Carolina who were the recipients of his
longest and most detailed letters. Hooper’s 3,000-word epistle,
dated October 26, to the North Carolina Provincial Congress
not only contained a prescient, if overly optimistic, assessment
of Howe’s capture of New York (“Were we disgraced? No! We
retreated in a manner that would have honoured a Roman
General.“) but also contained a long and thoughtful analysis
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of constitutional government which extrapolated from British
history a strategy for American constitution making. Assuming,
he wrote, that “virtue, wisdom, and power” were “the Characteristiks of perfect Government” and furthermore that the people
possessed virtue while a small number of persons with “superiour
Talents or better opportunities for Improvement” were capable
of wisdom, the key to the creative use of power lay in creating
a “middle class” of politically capable citizens, “the hand which
holds a pair of scales between the One & the many. . . . Might
not this or something like it serve as a Model for us?” Here
is an exceptionally sophisticated version of what Gordon S.
Wood calls the “Whig conception of politic” which dominated
the early stages of the Revolution. Moreover, in Hooper’s
intriguing notion of “middle class” politics is a hint of the
realism which, in Wood’s view, broke the classical Whig position
into a fragmented, realistic political theory by the 1780s.
Hooper’s isolation in Philadelphia during the drafting of
the North Carolina constitution was frustrating to be sure, but
it also gave him a sense of the grand sweep of events which
those engaged in provincial politics or the military struggle
could not have achieved. In Congress’s very isolation can be
found one of the origins of American federalism; students who
wish to reconstruct the pivotal place of Congress in the Revolution can now do so in part because the publication of volume 5
of the Letters coincided with that of Jack N. Rakove, The Beginnings of National Politics: An Interpretive History of the
Continental Congress. Three of Rakove’s chapters— VI, “A
Lengthening War,” IX, “The Beginnings of National Government,” and X, “Ambition and Responsibility: An Essay on
Revolutionary Politics”— probe deeply the correspondence of
delegates in late 1776 and comprise a superb companion to this
volume of the Letters. These months in the life of Congress,
Rakove argues, “marked a first though tentative step toward an
era when the pursuit of office and the exercise of power would
become far more demanding and when politics would ultimately
become both an occupation and a career.”
University of North Carolina at Greensboro ROBERT M. CALHOON
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The Only Land They Knew: The Tragic Story of the American
Indians in the Old South. By J. Leitch Wright, Jr. (New
York: The Free Press, 1981. xi, 372 pp. List of maps and
illustrations, preface and acknowledgments, maps, illustrations, abbreviations used in notes, notes, bibliography,
index. $16.95.)
The history of the southern Indians, and of the Old South,
has been a tale told by three teams of blind Hindus, severally
examining an elephant, an ostrich, and an armadillo. The Old
South was a long trunk here, tiny wings there, and a bony back
over yonder.
I realized that this was the case in 1970, when I organized a
symposium for the Southern Anthropological Society entitled
“Red, White, and Black: Symposium on Indians in the Old
South.” The optimism of youth led me to expect that once the
pluralistic nature of the Old South was discussed by scholars
from many fields, then it would only be a matter of time before
this unruly state of affairs would be tamed by normal scholarship. But no such scholarly domestication occurred.
It has been a long wait, but now I am pleased to be able to
say that in The Only Land They Knew Leitch Wright has produced a sound general historical treatment of the Indians of
the Old South. In all honesty, it betrays no obvious intellectual
debt to the “Red, White, and Black” symposium, but it clearly
achieves the kind of history which that symposium called for.
After briefly examining the prehistory of the southern
Indians and their basic cultural and social institutions, Wright
examines both Spain’s initial failures and later successes at
colonizing and missionizing the South. This story has been
told before, but it is a piece of history that is all too often slighted
in our history textbooks. He then briefly tells the story of
Indian-European relations in early Florida, Virginia, and Carolina.
Wright makes two major contributions in this book. The
first is when he broaches the subject of the enslavement of the
southern Indians, first by the Spanish, but more particularly by
the English in Virginia and South Carolina. Few people are
aware that southern Indians were enslaved along with blacks
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from Africa, and of those who are aware of it, few realize its
magnitude or importance.
Adult Indian slaves in the South were predominantly female.
Indian males who were captured were usually killed or shipped
to the sugar plantations in the West Indies. Because Indian
female slaves were already in the quarters when male Africans
arrived, Wright argues that the sexual ratio of slaves in the
South was closer to normal than elsewhere in the New World,
and that this is the reason why the population of “Negroes” in
the South increased so rapidly. Also, Wright lays to rest the
myth that Indians were undesirable slaves because they were
likely to escape and rejoin their kinsmen in the interior. Even
when an Indian was sufficiently skilled in living off of the land,
if he escaped, he was likely to be intercepted by Yamasees or
other Indians who worked as slave-catchers for the colonists.
Moreover, he makes clear the economic motives of the Indians
who caught and sold neighboring Indians into slavery. It is
simply that a single slave could be sold for as much as could be
had for an entire year of hunting deer for their skins.
A second major contribution is Wright’s discussion of how
the Indians became incorporated into the Old South economically, socially, and culturally. Indians became hunters, horsethieves, agriculturalists, cattle drovers, potters, wolf-hunters, and
so on. Their genes not only entered the “Negro” population,
but the “white” as well, in that there were far more mestizos
in the Old South than is commonly realized. His chapter “Br’er
Rabbit at the Square Ground,” dealing with Indian-African
social and cultural relations, is a delight.
In two respects the book is limited. It does not discuss the
removal of the southern Indians, even though the title of the
book will probably lead most readers to expect it. And while
coverage of the Spanish and English colonial experience is full,
relatively little is said about the French. These limitations aside,
Leitch Wright’s book belongs on the shelves of all historians
and anthropologists who are interested in the colonial South.
University of Georgia
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Shucks, Shocks, and Hominy Blocks: Corn as a Way of Life in
Pioneer America. By Nicholas P. Hardeman (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1981. xii, 271 pp. Preface,
illustrations, epilogue, bibliography, index. $20.00.)
Finally, a long overdue social history of corn, the great
American food crop, has been written. Neglected by historians
in favor of commercial crops like wheat, cotton, sugar, rice, and
tobacco, corn, which was grown largely for domestic consumption,
has only recently begun to attract the attention of scholars. In
1972, Sam B. Hilliard revealed for the first time in Hogmeat and
Hoecake: Food Supply in the Old South, 1840-1860 that corn
was the largest and most valuable crop produced in the South
during the era of slavery. Two years later, botanist Paul
Mangelsdorf examined the ancestry and traced the development
of the modern plant in Corn, Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement. Prior to the publication of Professor Hardeman’s Shucks,
Shocks and Hominy Blocks, no one had studied the influence of
the corn crop upon nineteenth-century American society.
After relating what is known about the ancestry and evolution of the corn plant, Dr. Hardeman describes the several
varieties that European settlers obtained from the Indians, as
well as the methods of cultivation employed by the original
inhabitants in growing the all-important food crop. Because
the corn plant reached maturity very rapidly, grew well under
an extraordinary range of soils, elevations, and temperatures,
produced much greater yields than European small grains, and
because it could be stored undamaged for years, crops of corn
supplied the basic food requirements of frontiersmen and pioneer
farmers from the Gulf of Mexico to the Great Lakes. According
to Dr. Hardeman, corn’s abundant yields rendered North
America exempt from the famines that periodically afflicted the
inhabitants of Asia, Africa and Europe.
In all regions of the United States farmers cultivated corn to
feed themselves and their livestock no matter what their cash
crops may have been. Consequently, northern wheat farmers, and
southern cotton, sugar, rice, and tobacco planters shared a
common experience which differentiated them from agriculturists
in other parts of the world. Therefore, the culture of southern
white farmers, plantation slaves, and even plantation owners,
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had many points in common with each other, as well as with
northern agriculturists, because of the universality of the corn
crop.
With humor, imagination, and delightful pen-and-ink
sketches, Professor Hardeman explains how farmers of the last
century planted, cultivated, harvested, stored, and utilized their
crops of corn. He traced the development of tools and implements from the pointed sticks of the Indians through the iron
hoe of the frontiersman to horse-drawn twin-row planters and
cultivators of the 1860s and 1870s. His account of the problems
farmers in all sections of the country experienced while growing
their crops is particularly interesting. Imagine, for example,
quail and dove being so abundant as to be considered pests like
crows and blackbirds because they threatened the freshly-planted
corn fields! Equally vivid are his descriptions of harvesting,
shucking, and shelling the dry corn, and the husking bees and
frolics that made community fun out of hard labor. Dr. Hardeman’s account of the methods employed by antebellum farmers
for storing ears of dry corn and of their ingenious systems for
defending the corn cribs against rats, squirrels, and other pests
is both interesting and amusing. He relates that it was customary to pen cats in the corn cribs, but he somehow overlooked
the deep South practice of keeping king snakes in the cribs
to destroy rats, mice, and the rattlesnakes which sometimes
sought shelter under the crib floor.
Naturally Professor Hardeman gives deserved attention to
the national drink, corn whiskey— or bourbon to the more
sophisticated. From colonial times onward farmers of the interior
turned their surplus corn into easily portable whiskey, as well
as into such self-transporting products as cattle, hogs, geese, and
turkeys. He relates how the Indians, and then the whites, fermented their beverages, and describes the technological progress
made in distilling during the early nineteenth century. The
invention of charred oaken barrels to remove impurities and
improve the taste of whiskey was, of course, one of mankind’s
great steps forward.
Superbly written and full of human interest, Professor
Hardeman’s work is a model for modern social historians to
imitate. Both professional historians and people who read
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history only for entertainment will find much to enjoy in this
biography of corn.
Florida State University

JOHN HEBRON MOORE

Mary Chestnut’s Civil War. Edited by C. Vann Woodward. (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1981. lviii, 886 pp. List of
illustrations, acknowledgments, introduction, photos, illustrations, index. $29.95.)
Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography. By Elisabeth Muhlenfeld.
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1981. xv,
271 pp. Foreword, acknowledgments, photos, notes, list of
sources, index. $20.00.)
In 1905 a series of magazine articles and then a book, by
Mary Boykin Chesnut, appeared under the title A Diary from
Dixie. This so-called diary gave an intimate and convincing
picture of life in the Confederacy and especially in its highest
governmental circles. Here was material for the novelist, material
that Margaret Mitchell used in her Gone with the Wind and
Ben Ames Williams in his House Divided. Williams discovered
that the editors of the Diary had published only a small part
of what Mrs. Chesnut had written— and none of it that might
reflect on the southern cause or on Mrs. Chesnut’s image as a
southern lady.
So Williams brought out a new edition (1949), which,
though still selective, was more than half again as long and
contained scandal and gossip that the previous editors had
decorously omitted. Mrs. Chesnut now revealed herself as, at
heart, both a feminist and an abolitionist. After seeing a black
woman sold at auction, she had written: “My very soul sickened.
It was too dreadful. I tried to reason. You know how women
sell themselves and are sold in marriage, from queens downwards, eh? You know what the Bible says about slavery, and
marriage.” On another occasion she wrote: “Under slavery, we
live surrounded by prostitutes. . . . Like the patriarchs of old,
our men live all in one house with their wives and their concubines; and the mulattoes one sees in every family partly resemble
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the white children. Any lady is ready to tell you who is the
father of all the mulatto children in everybody’s household but
her own.” Historians as well as fictionists looked to the Williams
edition as a valuable and reliable source. The literary critic
Edmund Wilson, in his 1962 study of Civil War literature,
Patriotic Gore, praised the Diary as a “work of art” and a
“masterpiece.” Wilson called for the publication of the “extraordinary document” in its entirety.
Now the distinguished historian of the South, C. Vann
Woodward has responded to that challenge with a tome that he
has titled May Chesnut’s Civil War instead of A Diary from
Dixie. He explains that Mrs. Chesnut disliked the word “Dixie”
and, more important, that her work in its final form is only a
“simulated diary,” not a genuine one. It now appears that
during the war she kept a journal irregularly, and that afterwards she filled in its gaps from letters, memoranda, and newspaper clippings. Again and again she rewrote the story of her
wartime experiences, continuing to present it in pretended
day-by-day entries while striving to heighten the dramatic effect.
She made her last revision in the 1880s, two decades after the
events she was relating. Woodward has reproduced this final
version of the manuscript, and in it he has incorporated (with
symbols to indicate) passages from earlier versions and from
surviving portions of the original journal where he thinks these
add significantly to the presentation.
What made Mrs. Chesnut what she was? Where did this
“elite member of a slave society” get her feminism and abolitionism? How did this provincial person acquire her “cosmopolitanism of outlook”? She is remembered only for what she wrote about
the Civil War. “But one cannot read more than a page or two
without wishing to know more about the author herself,” as her
biographer Elisabeth Muhlenfeld points out. Muhlenfeld, now
a member of the English department at Florida State University,
arrived as a graduate student at the University of South Carolina
in 1975, when Woodward was beginning his work on the Chesnut
manuscripts there. Apparently the meeting proved mutually
beneficial. Muhlenfeld offers Woodward her “very special
thanks,” and in a foreword to her book he says she compelled
him “to acknowledge that he was dealing with a literary as
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well as a historical document.” Her biography admirably
supplements his edition of the “diary.”
Muhlenfeld concedes that the information she has had to
go on is “scant,” for Mrs. Chesnut kept no diaries and preserved
few other personal records except for the war period. Though
rather brief and general, the biography nevertheless presents a
lifelike portrait. Daughter of a wealthy South Carolina planter
who served as governor and United States Senator, Mary Boykin
Miller attended Madame Talvande’s French School for Young
Ladies in Charleston and then, at the age of seventeen, married
a wealthy South Carolina planter’s son who was also to be a
United States Senator. She was short and hardly beautiful but
handsome, witty, flirtatious, and attractive to men. Childless,
living for years with the family of her husband, who was often
absent, she resented the tyranny of her mother-in-law and disdained the morals of her father-in-law, whom she assumed to be
taking sexual favors from female slaves. She found solace in
reading novels and comparing the characters with herself and
the people she knew. Before the war she saw a good deal of the
southeastern United States and a bit of England and Europe.
During the war, following her husband on his political and
military duties, she often happened to be where the action was—
in Charleston for the firing on Fort Sumter, in Montgomery for
the founding of the Confederacy, and in Richmond for most of
the war. Afterwards she tried to relive the past by composing
autobiographical novels and by elaborating her wartime journal.
Since the revelation of the true nature of her famous book,
some critics have been inclined to deprecate it as a historical
source and even to dismiss it entirely as no more than a “hoax.”
Certainly the work can no longer be trusted as a bona fide diary,
but it nevertheless continues to embody many of the values of a
memoir-and an especially vivid and spirited one at that.
University of North Carolina
at Greensboro
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Saddlebag and Spinning Wheel: being the Civil War Letters of
George W. Peddy, M.D. and his wife Kate Featherston Peddy.
By George P. Cuttino. (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1981.
xii, 332 pp. Preface, introduction, genealogical charts, index.
$18.95.)
The Civil War letters of George and Kate Peddy are indeed
“something different,” as the author, the grandson of the letter
writers, indicates. Letters written by the average citizen have been
virtually non-existent in the pages of Civil War history. However,
similar themes prevail from these 216 letters, such as hard times
in Georgia, extreme idealism for the Confederate cause, and
profit-making by soldiers and speculators in the selling of items
on the warfront. These letters start in October 1861, and conclude in April 1865. The author has conveniently divided the
book into five parts, relative to the campaigns in which George
Washington Peddy served as surgeon with the 56th Georgia
Volunteer Regiment, C.S.A.
As he mentions on several occasions, George Peddy went into
the Confederate army because of the salary he would receive.
Although he was an ardent rebel, he was in debt and could
not make a living in Franklin, Heard County, Georgia. He also
made a couple of thousand dollars selling various items such as
horses, saddles, clothing, food, and medical equipment on the
warfront which his wife, father-in-law, or some other relative or
friend would buy and send to him. He also did his own buying
and selling in his travels. He sent virtually all of his money
home to his wife and young daughter, Laura.
That George and Kate love each other very much is clear,
although both seem insecure perhaps, since about half of every
letter is filled with statements of love and affection for each
other. This portion is obviously very boring to read, and some
of their statements border on frivolity.
Hard times were present in Georgia from the outset of the
war, even though the Civil War did not hit Georgia until the
spring of 1864. Prices rose rapidly on items such as coffee, paper,
meat, horses, and shoes. Transportation, mail service, disease,
and many other problems seemed to be more than common
during these troubled times. It also did not help Kate to read
in nearly every letter she received, the statement, “If I should
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live,“ when she had the extra responsibility of handling the
household duties as well as raising pigs. These animals are referred to in probably one-third of the letters.
That both Kate and George were avid secessionists there is
no question. Her hatred for Abraham Lincoln, which the author
indicates in his introduction, is not revealed in the letters. She
is the first to realize, however, that the “Cause” is slowly fading
with the wind. It appears that the high command in the 56th
Georgia only informed the regiment of good news, such as
A. S. Johnston’s great victory on April 6, 1862. There was no
mention of what happened the next day at Shiloh in his letter.
George Peddy, an optimist to the end, refers to the enemy as
“Yankees,” but on one occasion he calls them “Hessians.” Even
after the fall of Atlanta he writes, “I learn that the enemy have
all left Atlanta. I hope it’s so. If correct, our country will not be
interrupted again during the war.” Where does he think
Sherman’s army went? I suspect, however, that by “country”, he
is referring to Heard County. On March 23, 1865, he writes
“Evry (G. W. Peddy was a terrible speller for an educated person)
face looks bright and cheerfull. You need not doubt our ability
to whip Shearman [sic]. We will have in a short time a splendid
army.” I wonder if he ever received the $1,400 owed him by
the Confederate government at the end of the war?
The author’s decision to publish these letters unedited was
a prudent one. These letters add considerable knowledge of the
war years. Although a couple of pages and letters were printed
out of forder, the pictures, genealogical charts, and index are
excellent. I would definitely recommend this book to any Civil
War buff.
Heritage Park, Largo

ROBERT HARRIS

Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg. By Richard J.
Sommers. (Garden City: Doubleday, 1981. xxiii, 670 pp.
Foreword, preface, acknowledgments, maps, illustrations, appendices, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
The siege of Petersburg, Virginia, began in mid-June 1864,
and continued until the following April. It was the longest
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single land military operation of the American Civil War. The
siege consisted of lengthy periods of sharpshooting and artillery
fire punctuated by ten major northern efforts to capture Petersburg and thereby sever most of Richmond’s communications
with the rest of the Confederacy.
Richard J. Sommers, the archivist/historian at the United
States Army Military History Institute at Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania, uses the term “offensive” to designate each of
the efforts to capture Petersburg. Richmond Redeemed is the
history of the sixth Union offensive, which began on September
29, 1864, and ended, for all practical purposes, on October 2,
1864. Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant, the Federal commander, made a two-pronged attack against the southern lines
held by the Confederate forces of General Robert E. Lee. The
offensive was “the most threatening attack ever launched against
Richmond” (p. 439).
In four days of fighting, Grant’s troops managed to overrun
some of the outer Confederate defensive works and to gain
positions from which they were later able to mount other
offensives. Grant could not, however, break the inner works, and
he therefore failed to achieve his larger objectives of preventing
Lee from sending reinforcements to other areas, cutting rebel
supply lines, and capturing Petersburg and, perhaps, Richmond.
Confederate counterattacks failed to recover the positions taken
by the Northerners. Both commanders then realized that further
fighting would produce no results, and the two armies resumed
their usual siege operations. (Florida was represented in this
fighting by Brigadier General Joseph Finegan’s “fine but tiny”
brigade which consisted of the Second, Fifth, Eighth, Ninth,
Tenth, and Eleventh Florida Infantry regiments.)
The reader should not begin Richmond Redeemed expecting
to find easy reading or the soul-stirring prose of a Bruce Catton.
Sommers demands much of his readers who will have to keep
track of more characters than are found in War and Peace.
Hundreds of generals, staff officers, and brigade and regimental
commanders cross Sommers’s pages as the movements of units
down to regimental and even company level are described. The
reader has to follow Sommers’s discussion of grand strategy,
strategy, minor strategy, grand tactics, and tactics. Even the most
veteran Civil War buffs will encounter puzzlement with such
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rarely-used terms as voltiguers, flèche, fosse, frise, palisaded gorge
wall of bastioned trace, ployed, and en potence — terms that would
have thoroughly befuddled Johnny Reb, Billy Yank, and most of
their generals.
One begins Sommers’s book with the pre-judgment that it
was foolish to devote so much time and energy to the study of
four days of fighting that resulted in no obviously significant
victories for anybody and produced a total of fewer than 12,000
casualties. (Over 23,000 men were lost in the single day’s battle
at Antietam, September 17, 1862.) One finishes Richmond
Redeemed convinced that Sommers has more than justified his
topic and well repaid the reader for his effort. This study is
military history at its best-“classical military history”— in which
the author evaluates the generals, assesses responsibility, awards
praise, and, most important, offers an excellent example of the
historian’s craft. The research is thorough. The style, while not
sparkling, is very good. The treatment of men and units is
balanced. The maps are excellent. Above all, the book does
what any outstanding work of history is supposed to do: it
forces the reader to think— to stretch his mind, to see things in a
different light, to reevaluate his ideas. Richmond Redeemed will
be for years the standard against which histories of American
military campaigns will be judged.
North Carolina State University

RICHARD M. MCMURRY

The Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 9: 1906-1908.
Edited by Louis R. Harlan and Raymond W. Smock. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1980. xxxii, 747 pp. Introduction, errata, symbols and abbreviations, bibliography,
index. $20.00.)
There becomes evident in the course of Booker T. Washington’s career in the latter part of the decade 1900-1910, a
flattening-out of his influence and his objectives. There developed frictions within his race over matters of patronage,
leadership, and basic approaches to problems. Washington appears, if not clearly developed, in the role of a sociopolitical bosspatriarch whose base of power and support had become diffused.
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The South in this troubled era appears in bold outline as a
troubled and often blood stained region. Lynching was its mark
of Cain; and the stain grew more crimson with each passing
year. The era of Vardamanism was an unhappy one for both
the white and black races. On the national scene there were
also oily political waters which entrapped victims of every
stripe.
There is a mixture of the quality and nature of letters to
and from Booker T. Washington. Included are articles which
were published in various periodicals which reflect in some depth
the nature of the struggles of blacks to make gains in southern
economic and political areas. This is especially true of an
article which appeared in Outlook, December 13, 1906. It provides an important perspective on the Atlanta riots, September
22-24, which shook the peace of mind of the city and region. As
a result of these riots there came into being an assortment of
organizations of unity and aid. Among these was the Colored
Civic League which was successful in achieving a fair trial for
Joe Glenn who was accused of assaulting a white woman, and
whom she positively identified in court. Booker T. Washington
viewed Glenn’s defense by able white Atlanta lawyers and the
verdict of the jury as “the most radical, far-reaching, and hopeful
solution of the race problem that has ever been undertaken by
southern white people.”
Throughout this volume occur comments on that most sinful
of all southern acts of violence— lynching. Especially poignant
are the materials relating to the lynching of Jim and Frank
Davis in Lula, Mississippi. The claim was made that their
bodies were left suspended in clear line of vision of the railroad
over which Washington traveled from Helena, Arkansas, to
Tuskeegee. The Davises had gone to Helena to hear Washington speak and were returning home when they became involved
in an altercation with the train conductor. Washington, in a
letter to Oswald Garrison Villard, denied that he saw the bodies.
He regarded James K. Vardaman as the provocateur of this
lynching. However, he told Villard in the fall of 1908, that the
people of Mississippi were growing weary of Vardamanism.
In the period covered by this volume Tuskeegee Institute
faced some fundamental philosophical and academic challenges
to its past policies. One of these was whether the program of
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admitting students for extremely brief periods was worthwhile.
Also, some of the institution’s concerned friends raised questions
about the overemphasizing of vocational-crafts education at the
expense of the basic liberal arts which would prepare Negro
students for entry into the professions. William E. Chancellor
wrote on February 22, 1907, in response to a letter from Washington, that in his view the introduction of white instructors at
Tuskeegee would be unfortunate. It had worked at Hampton
Institute, but he thought students at Tuskeegee would be more
responsive to black instructors.
As in preceding volumes, Washington’s correspondence was
wide-ranging both as to correspondents and subjects treated.
There creeps into the materials of this volume a trace of anxiety
and insecurity in the area of speaking for the Negro race in these
turbulent years. Though Booker T. Washington had the ear of
an impressive list of influential Americans, he had his jealous
rivals and obstructionists among his own race. Nevertheless he
gave strong support to William Howard Taft as he had to
Roosevelt. He outpaced his critics and rivals in this area. The
crusade to uplift the race in all areas of American life was
burdened by many forces and counter-forces.
This is a meaty volume which reflects the underlying forces
of an era when fundamental changes were in the making. There
was room in Washington’s harried schedule, for one warm sentimental pause. He visited Hale’s Ford and Burroughs’s plantation
in Virginia where he recalled the details of his childhood as a
slave.
This volume measures up to the high standards of editorship
set in the preceding volumes.
University of Kentucky

THOMAS D. CLARK

The New South and the “New Competition”: Trade Association
Development in the Southern Pine Industry. By James E.
Fickle. (Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1980, xii,
435 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, photos, selected
bibliography, index. $17.50.)
The Southern Pine Association was the most influential
trade organization of the enormous lumber industry in the
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twentieth-century South. Formed in 1915 “in an atmosphere of
personal tragedy, unsettled market conditions, labor turmoil,
legal difficulties, and approaching warfare,” it replaced the Yellow
Pine Manufacturers’Association, whose demise was so traumatic
that its secretary leaped to his death from a St. Louis hotel
window in 1914 (p. 45). Professor Fickle has approached his
subject topically within a chronological frame to present both
the functions of a trade association and a history of the southern
lumber industry. Lumbering was a venerable industry in the
South, but its enormous growth after the Civil War, just as
northern timber was being cut out and the national government opened 47,000,000 acres of public land, marks a major
change in its scope. Many northern firms bought up huge
acreages in the South. Floridians will recognize the BrooksScanlon firm which not only acquired land in Florida but also
purchased 47,474 acres in Louisiana.
Several local trade organizations, such as the Alabama-West
Florida Association, were formed before 1900 to promote
common action among the lumber manufacturers. A major
trade group was the Georgia-Florida Sawmill Association, which
was headquartered in Jacksonville from 1903 until it amalgamated with the Southern Pine Association in the mid-1920s.
A chapter on “Mobilization for World War I” deals with
the SPA’s efforts to supply vast quantities of lumber for shipbuilding, in addition to increased amounts for other construction.
Quarrels over prices, price-fixing, and production quotas involved
M. J. Scanlon of Brooks-Scanlon and other large Florida lumber
companies. Despite the difficulties, the SPA’s role in WWI
mobilization created a large reservoir of goodwill for the industry.
The next crisis occurred during the depression when the SPA
participated in the National Recovery Administration program.
Its code dealt with labor, production, cost protection, trade
practices, and conservation, but implementation was difficult.
One of the most complex problems was how to set standards
for an industry in which very large and very small operators
were trying to stay in business under the same operating rules.
The Lumber Code ultimately wound up in federal court.
Subsequent chapters deal with “Statistics— the Heart of a
Trade Association,” “The Development of Standards, Advertis-
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ing, and Promotion,” “The Transportation Struggle,” “The
Conservation Struggle,” and “The Labor Problem.” Transportation was an especially important problem for the SPA because
of the long-standing freight-rate differentials which discriminated against southern shipments. The chapter on labor
deals with the SPA’s long and vociferous fight against unionization of timber and mill workers. Defying the widespread
opinion that “lumber is not a war industry” (p. 349), lumber
manufacturers once again performed a remarkable service in
supplying the nation’s lumber needs during World War II. By
the end of the war, however, it was clear that southern timber
resources were diminishing so that a sustained supply was nearly
impossible.
By the mid-1950s the southern lumber industry was changing
and so was the SPA. New ownership patterns, new leaders, and
new products such as plywood, pulp and paper, and pressboard
were emerging. The SPA soon became the Southern Forest
Products Association, but as Professor Fickle writes, “the future
was built upon the foundations of the past” (p. 377).
University of Central Florida

JERRELL H. SHOFNER

Warren Akin Candler: The Conservative as Idealist. By Mark K.
Bauman. (Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1981. x, 278 pp.
Acknowledgments, preface, note on sources, index. $16.00.)
This biography of the legendary bishop of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, is an important contribution to the
ever-growing bibliography about the South. The first critical
study to be made of the career of Warren A. Candler, it is wellbalanced, covering all major aspects of his life and public
career. This includes his contributions as churchman, educator,
and molder of public opinion.
When he was elected bishop at age forty-one in 1898, Candler
had already achieved prominence as eloquent preacher, presiding elder, assistant editor of the Nashville Christian Advocate,
founder of Paine College for blacks in Augusta, and president
of Emory College. During the next thirty-six years as an active
bishop he moved onto a broader stage as evangelist “in Latin
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America and the Far East, as founder of Emory University in
Atlanta, and as a conservative voice in a slowly changing South.
Author of fifteen books, a weekly column in the Atlanta Journal,
and numerous articles in both church and lay publications, he
expressed himself forthrightly on nearly every public issue of importance. In this latter role he spoke for a sizable constituency,
and thus the book throws light on an interesting segment of
southern thought.
Emory alumni may wish that Candler’s presidency at Oxford
and his role in the conflict of the Methodist bishops in the
case of Vanderbilt University had been treated in more detail,
but they will be rewarded as they learn more of his role in determining Emory’s policy with regard to intercollegiate athletics,
and his enigmatic but commendable defense of academic freedom
for the faculty.
The heart of the biography is an analysis of Candler’s basic
philosophy which determined his reactions to current issues. It
was a conservative philosophy which envisioned an ordered
society in which each individual played a well-defined role and
assumed idealistic responsibilities to those both above and below
him. The home, the church, and the state provided education
and discipline. He sought to defend these stabilizing institutions
from every influence which he thought might weaken them.
Candler was able to work out a reasonably satisfying reconciliation with his world as it existed prior to World War I.
Indeed he felt secure enough to serve as loving critic of its worst
vices, but he could not cope with the dramatic new forces which
the war unleashed. In the decades following 1920 he became
progressively bitter and defensive so that in his later years he
appeared to be an anachronism as he opposed church union,
the new freedom for women, and a secular life style which approved divorce, dancing, the use of alcohol, movies, and preoccupation with the search for comfort and leisure. He became
a professional Southerner in his efforts to defend the region
from northern critics and southern advocates of change. Some
readers may conclude that in his attempts to understand and
explain the bishop’s positions the author has rationalized the
views of his subject too sympathetically. It appears to this reviewer, however, that the author has succeeded remarkably well
in interpreting Candler in the context of his times and on the
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basis of his philosophy rather than measuring him against the
standards of the present generation.
From his unusually impressive research efforts the author
has produced a biography which was awarded the Jesse Lee
Prize of the Commission on Archives and History of the United
Methodist Church for 1978. Although not likely to be considered bedside table reading, the book should prove useful to
any reader who seeks to understand the paradoxes which
characterized southern thought between Reconstruction and
World War II. Warren Candler’s contradictions and frustrations
reveal much about the torture of his mind and soul, but they
also reveal much about the doubt and anxieties which many of
his contemporaries shared with him.
Atlanta, Georgia

JUDSON C. WARD, JR

Republicans, Negroes, and Progressives in the South, 1912-1916.
By Paul D. Casdorph. (University: University of Alabama
Press, 1981. ix, 262 pp. Preface, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $18.75.)
In Theodore Roosevelt’s battle with William Howard Taft
for the 1912 Republican presidential nomination, the southern
vote was crucial. In the fall election, it did not offer anything to
either of them. The Republican party in the South was largely
composed of Appalachian enclaves and black voters. Roosevelt
faced two political problems and one moral one: winning the
nomination, and the future of the party, and of the black man,
in the South. For the political paths, he chose the “lily-white”
course against Taft’s patronage-controlled “black-and-tan” party
of postmasters and other office-holders. Never mind the black
man. Two hundred and nine of Taft’s nomination-winning 540
convention votes came from the South. In the general election,
the region went solidly for the Democrat, Woodrow Wilson.
Professor Casdorph’s use of manuscript collections, newspapers, and the secondary literature is exemplary, and he offers
more names, vote totals, and detail than anyone is ever likely to
seek again. He identifies the participants, committees, meetings,
and conventions, from the grass roots through the 1912 and
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1916 elections, and shows that it was political power, not progressive reform, that was at stake.
This is a familiar story. George Mowry, Arthur Link, and
various state historians have told the details. John Gable’s The
Bull Moose Years (1978) nicely supplements Mowry’s classic
account and presents the southern story with a clarity that Professor Casdorph tends to cloud with detail. Each person’s life
struggle is important to himself and a fragment of a greater
reality, but significant historical writing is dependent on illuminating human penetration, narrative skill, and the posing
of meaningful questions. What might still be asked about a
southern Bull Moose progressivism which, Casdorph concedes,
mounted “no real challenge” to Democratic control? Although
the monographic focus on political performance might be expected to settle Roosevelt’s claim that Taft stole the 1912
nomination in the “rotten boroughs” of southern Republicanism,
Professor Casdorph does not use his data to attempt judgment.
Perhaps, with no Republican primaries in the South, only those
who controlled the national convention could decide.
After the Taft forces managed his renomination, Bull Moose
progressivism— and the Republican party for that matter— no
longer really mattered in the South. Neither Taft nor Roosevelt
received a single electoral vote in the region. Neither carried a
single county in Florida and both trailed the Socialist Eugene
V. Debs. The major historians of the Progressive Era South will
not find reason to question their passing over the Bull Moose
episode. In his final chapter, Professor Casdorph speculates that
it laid the groundwork for the eventual shift of black voters to
the other Roosevelt’s Democratic party, but that was to be many
years later.
University of Florida
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Politics is My Parish. By Brooks Hays. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1981. xi, 291 pp. Foreword,
acknowledgments, index. $20.00.)
Judge Frank Johnson and Human Rights in Alabama. By
Tinsley E. Yarbrough. (University: The University of Alabama Press, 1981. vii, 270 pp. Preface, epilogue, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
These two books describe the lives of two leading southern
progressives in the twentieth century— Brooks Hays, member of
the House of Representatives from Arkansas for sixteen years
and United States delegate to the United Nations, and Frank
Johnson, chief judge of the United States District Court for the
Middle District of Alabama for twenty-four years and, more
recently, judge on the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.
Brooks Hays’s personal account of his life and times is full of
good humor, insight, and humane consideration. Hays’s progressivism sprang from his family background and his religious
faith. He saw in politics a chance to serve society and its people
in much the same way a minister serves his congregation. During
his career in the House of Representatives, he sponsored the HaysFulbright Act which required that government-owned farmland
be sold to veterans with a farm background and the HaysCoffin Report which recommended discussion to ease Canada’s
dependence on American business. He also lent his support to
the Marshall Plan and foreign aid to impoverished nations.
Throughout these years he remained very active in the Baptist
church and combined his political career with his religious
views to fulfill his “Christian duty” to society.
Hays’s political ethics were severely tested in 1959 when the
Faubus forces in Arkansas supported Dale Alford against him.
During the campaign Alford portrayed Hays as a “national
Democrat” as opposed to a “Faubus Democrat,” one who was
“selling Arkansas out” in its struggle to maintain segregated
schools. A picture of Hays addressing the National Baptist Convention (a predominantly black organization) was widely
publicized by the Alford forces. Hays refused to respond to the
racial slurs, sacrificing his reelection chances but not his integrity.
Tinsley Yarbrough’s biography of Judge Frank Johnson
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examines the career of the South’s most controversial jurist
during the post-1954 period. Much like Hays, Johnson’s family
background had profound influence on his political and social
attitudes. A native of northwestern Alabama, Johnson’s relatives
had supported the Union cause during the Civil War and served
in the Republican party during the Reconstruction era.
President Dwight Eisenhower selected Johnson to sit on the
Middle District Court in Alabama one year after the Brown
decision. While Johnson never questioned the racial segregation
that pervaded southern society during his youth, Yarbrough
points out that he had no strong racial prejudices and had never
had “to give lip service to the idea of black inferiority and the
virtues of segregation” as was the case with many southern
politicians.
Beginning with his decision in the Montgomery bus boycott
in 1957, Johnson issued a series of decisions over the next thirteen
years that led to the demise of Jim Crow in the South and the
integration of public schools. In these decisions, and the ones he
rendered in cases involving Alabama’s prisons and mental
institutions, Johnson demonstrated a marked concern for the
rights of the poor and downtrodden. It was his view that the
more advanced American society became, the more appropriate
it was for the federal judiciary, in particular, “to find rights in
the Constitution . . . that have not been heretofore declared.”
Tinsley Yarbrough has provided us with a very informative,
well-written study of Frank M. Johnson. He has managed to
steer us through a maze of court cases and judicial findings without losing sight of his subject and without sacrificing the book’s
readibility and coherence. This is no small accomplishment. The
book’s major weakness is its lack of critical assessment of
Johnson’s judicial career. Why Johnson was a judicial activist
is never totally clear. This point aside, Yarbrough has provided
us with a finely crafted work and one which greatly enhances our
knowledge of Judge Johnson and the significance of his legal
decisions.
University of Florida
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In the Realms of Gold: The Proceedings of the Tenth Conference
on Underwater Archaeology. Edited by Wilburn A. Cockrell.
(San Marino: Fathom Eight, 1981. xi, 255 pp. List of illustrations, foreword, editor’s note, dedication. $12.00.)
The volume contains twenty-seven papers grouped into
categories as follows: Shipwreck Archeology (8), Method and
Technique (7), Inundated Terrestrial Sites (6), and Underwater
Cultural Resource Management (6). It ends with a panel discussion about Crisis in Underwater Archaeology.
Some articles are premature because they do not contain reports of investigations but state only what should or may be
undertaken. Others are descriptions of elaborate projects with
trivial results or excellent accounts of techniques that did not
work. Many of the papers are so elementary they remind one
of freshman term papers that were published, as received, with
no attempt by the editor to correct their deficiencies. One paper
was so badly written that I was not sure I was really reading
English. Another author does not provide even a general location
for a deepwater shipwreck site he is surveying. Fortunately, there
is at least one worthwhile paper in each section.
Broadwater provides a brief summary of the 1781, Battle of
Yorktown and describes a survey that was conducted to locate,
identify, and evaluate shipwrecks in the York River from the
fleet of General Cornwallis. His paper exemplifies my perception
of how an archeological investigation should be carried out,
underwater or terrestrial. In this case, historic documentation
and locational survey demonstrated that valuable information
could be derived from archeological recovery to supplement
already available written accounts. The environmental situation
and the condition of the ships were taken into consideration.
Based on these inductive investigations, the author concludes
that proper archeological techniques are possible and recommends that at least one of the shipwrecks should be completely
excavated. With a good research plan, I am convinced that
Broadwater will be reporting significant results in the near
future.
A fine example of data interpretation is contained in Lester
Ross’s paper. He examines the tools aboard Le Machault to
explain eighteenth-century French naval duties. Ross says that
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shipwreck researchers should identify those events and activities
which established the original cultural assemblage associated
with their shipwreck. The single cultural assemblage is comprised
of multiple functional assemblages representing a series of activities occurring in various areas of the ship. Ross not only
recognizes classes of tools, their functions, and the specialists
who used them, he also identifies tools that should have been
present but are missing. This suggests to him what objects were
considered valuable and what actions were taken immediately
following the sinking of the ship to salvage those objects. He
views shipwrecks as books and their surviving artifacts as words;
the tools from Le Machault comprise only one of the chapters.
Other articles with a message are those of Spiess and Orzech
(location of ancient amphorae in the Mediterranean), Ruppé
(sea level changes at colonial American sites), Davis (antiquities
and artifacts markets), and Hochschild (public interest). Davis
and Hochschild attempt to reconcile the real world with the
ideal world regarding the protection and preservation of sites
and artifacts.
The use of space age technology has benefitted many
archeological studies. I have used a number of “gadgets” in my
own work, but I am concerned with the time, expense, and training necessary to use methods when “the operation is a success
but the patient dies.” The search for specific shipwrecks using
the magnetometer, side scan sonar, and similar instrumentation,
especially in areas of known abundant shipwrecks, might be like
looking for a needle in a haystack. The methods are only good
if they have practical applications and valuable results. They are
only going to be as good as the people who use them. They are
not a substitute for scholarship. Archeologists who utilize such
instrumentation unnecessarily could be accused of being “sensation seekers” much as they accuse the treasure hunters whom
they condemn.
The panel discussion, Crisis in Underwater Archeology,
identifies the problem as a lack of public sentiment in favor
of systematic anthropological investigations of underwater
archeological sites. “Yes,” if under land, “no,” if underwater
really is a paradox. Educating the public and the government by
applying pressure in an organized effort for proper legislation is
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proposed as a solution. Another way might be to substitute intellectual dialogue for tantrums and four-letter words.
Florida State Museum
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BOOK NOTES
Postcard manufacture began near the end of the nineteenth
century about the same time that Florida was being recognized
as a major tourist mecca. Visitors came into North Florida either
by boat or train from the North, usually during the winter
months, and they explored Fernandina, Jacksonville, and St.
Augustine. Jacksonville was the most important tourist center
in Florida at the time. Thousands of visitors stayed in the city’s
excellent hotels, enjoying good food and entertainment. There
were steamers to carry them along the St. Johns and Oklawaha
rivers, and carriages and buggies to take them to the attractions
in the area. With the extension of the railroad down the east
coast, into the interior of the state, and to the Gulf coast. With
the extension of the railroad down the east coast tourists began
moving into Palm Beach and Miami. Others visited the Tampa
Bay area, and some traveled to Tallahassee, Apalachicola, and
Pensacola. They were all intrigued with the exotic environment
of Florida— towering pine trees, moss-festooned oaks and cypress,
wild animals, colorful tropic birds, and flowering shrubs and trees.
Picture postcards portrayed these strange and beautiful views, and
visitors bought so many of them that their publication became an
important industry. Street scenes in the various towns, businesses,
homes, and parks were all featured on the cards. Orange groves
and beaches were particular favorites. Some of the earliest pictures
of Jacksonville and Daytona Beach are on postcards. Hotels like
the Ponce de Leon in St. Augustine, Ormond Beach Hotel, the
St. James in Jacksonville, and the Tampa Bay Hotel were world
famous. These buildings and their lavish gardens, and interior
pictures of parlors, bedrooms, and dining rooms were pictured
on the cards. There was a short space for messages, and the tourists mailed the cards with their “wish you were here” greetings
back to relatives and friends. Thousands of these cards were saved
and are now part of manuscript and photograph collections. Postcards can often be discovered in flea markets, antique stores, and
even in garage sales. Hampton Dunn’s Florida postcards provide
a graphic history of social, economic, and recreational development of the state. Some include short descriptions of attractions
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available in various communities; all add to our knowledge and
understanding of Florida history. Mr. Dunn is a postcard collector, and his book Wish You Were Here . . . A Grand Tour of
Early Florida Via Old Postcards provides scenes from Florida’s
sixty-seven counties. Dunn is the author of twelve Florida books,
featuring Tampa, St. Petersburg, Clearwater, Tallahassee, Lakeland, and Citrus County, and the producer of an educational filmstrip, “Florida— Treasureland in the Sun.” His latest
volume, Wish You Were Here, published by Byron, Kennedy &
Company, of St. Petersburg, provides a fascinating visual account
of the history of Florida from the beginning of this century to the
present. Many buildings shown on these cards have disappeared,
demolished in the name of progress. Some views, including many
of the nature scenes, are relatively unchanged. Dunn has not
neglected the small communities. There are cards from places
like Mt. Dora, Clermont, White Springs, Melrose, Zephyrhills,
Milton, De Leon Springs, Cassadeaga, Port Orange, and Jasper.
Some celebrities are on the cards. Thomas A. Edison is shown on
his eighty-third birthday in Florida, and another, with his wife,
is in front of his Fort Myers workshop. William Jennings Bryan
is shown teaching his open-air Sunday school class in Miami in
1921. Jacksonville cards reveal how quickly that city was rebulit
after the 1901 fire. World War II cards are of soldiers on parade
on Lincoln Road in Miami Beach and on the streets of Starke
near Camp Blanding. This handsome book sells for $19.95.
Forgotten Legacy, Blacks in Nineteenth Century Key West, by
Sharon Wells, examines the role that blacks have played in the
community for more than 100 years. For many reasons, but particularly economic, black and white Bahamians began moving
into Key West during the 1830s and 1840s. Blacks found jobs
fishing, sponging, in salt manufacturing, and turtling. Many were
slaves, although according to the census for 1830, out of a total
population of 517, there were sixty-eight slaves, eighty-three free
blacks, and 368 whites. Ten years later there were seventy-five
“free men of color” and ninety-six slaves in a population of 688
persons. The black population continued to grow; there were
approximately 1,000 living in Key West in 1870. At the beginning
of the Civil War Key West was the second largest, the wealthest,
and the most cosmopolitan city in Florida. Many Key Westers
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were Confederate sympathizers, including Senator Stephen R.
Mallory, who became secretary of the navy in the Confederate
cabinet. Key West, however, remained a Federal stronghold
throughout the war, and black soliders were stationed there during the closing months of the conflict. After the war blacks were
allowed to acquire property and to begin building a new life for
themselves. Ms. Wells provides information on the cultural and
demographic patterns for the period to 1900, on churches, the
Key West Cornet Band, schools, benevolent societies, and folklore and traditions. Excellent pictures are included, and there is
a selected bibliography. Forgotten Legacy was published by the
Historic Key West Preservation Board, 500 Whitehead Street,
Key West, Florida 33040. Bookstore price is $7.95.
The Saint Johns-Oklawaha Rivers Trading Company, DeLand,
Florida, has published two more facsimiles in its Historical Byways of Florida Series. Florida! Its Climate, Productions and
Characteristics. A Hand Book of Important and Reliable Information for the Use of the Tourist, Settler and Invester was prepared
by John P. Varnum for the passenger department of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway. Construction on this road
began in 1883 to provide freight and passenger service along the
St. Johns River and to link up with the South Florida Railroad
in Sanford, giving access to Tampa by a direct cross-state route.
V. O. Coshow in his introduction to this facsimile, provides the
history of the road from its incorporation in 1881 until it became
a part of the Atlantic Coast Line System in 1902. The 1885 pamphlet provided interesting information on all aspects of Florida
climate, wildlife, and vegetation, and it describes the communities along the route of the railroad. There are many pictures and
vintage advertisements for banks, hotels, billiard and bowling
parlors, dry goods stores, real estate, and hardware. Bennette &
Mulroy’s Metropolitan Wine Room on West Bay Street in Jacksonville is described in an advertisement as the “handsomest and
most elaborately fitted wine room south of New York.” It stocked
draught and bottled beer plus a full line of claret, burgundy,
Madeira, sherry, imported wines, and mineral waters. Havana,
Key West, and domestic cigars were also available. Pogni’s Billiard Saloon, was described as “the Largest and Most Popular
Establishment in Florida.” It advertised its two Jacksonville es-
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tablishments, one on Bay Street “opposite the post office,” the
other at the St. Augustine Ferry landing, corner Bay and Newman
streets. Florida! sells for $7.95.
A Pamphlet, Historical and Descriptive of Volusia County and
its Towns and Settlements was first published by the Volusia
County Commissioners for the Florida Sub-Tropical Exposition
which opened in Jacksonville on January 12, 1888. The purpose
of the Exposition was to advertise Florida and its products, and
the state as a tourist mecca. Many people attended, including
President and Mrs. Grover Cleveland who arrived in February.
Cleveland’s visit and the history of the Sub-Tropical Exposition
are described in an introduction to the facsimile by F. C. Little.
The Pamphlet provided historical and descriptive information
about Volusia County of interest to visitors and would be
settlers. Included also are advertisements, including ones noting
that boarding facilities were available at Daytona Beach for
$7.00 and $10.00 a week. Daytona, DeLand, Hawk’s Park, Highland Park, Lake Helen, New Smyma, Oak, Ormond, Port
Orange, Seville, Spring Gardens, and Tomoka are Volusia County
communities described in the Pamphlet. The facsimile sells for
$5.95, from the Saint Johns-Oklawaha Rivers Trading Company.
The Jacksonville Historical Society has published Volume VI
in its series of Papers. This volume celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of the Society, and is titled Fiftieth Anniversary, 19291979. Marking its half-century, the Society sponsored four major
events in 1979-1980. One was the presentation “Jacksonville History— Its Appreciation and Its Writing,” at the Fourth Annual
Conference on Jacksonville History at Jacksonville University,
February 22-23, 1980. The two papers presented at this workshop,
“Researching Jacksonville History,” by Jerrell H. Shofner, and
“Nuts and Bolts of Oral History for Community and Family
Projects,” by Samuel Proctor, are published in Papers, Volume VI.
There was a meeting of charter members of the Society on May 9,
1979. The conversations that evening were taped and the transcriptions are also included in this volume. Other articles are
“Jacksonville Historical Society Library” by Audrey Broward,
“Florida Photographic History” by N. Clement Slade, Jr., and “A
Letter to His Excellency,” which was edited by Dena Snodgrass.
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Included also are a “Commendation to Miss Snodgrass” and a
listing of Society programs, speakers, and important activities for
the period 1969-1981. Pictures and an index are included. The
editors are George E. Buker, Dena Snodgrass, and John B.
Turner, Jr. Jacksonville Historical Society the Papers may be
ordered from The Society, Box 6222, Jacksonville, FL 32236 for
$5.00 plus $1.00 for mailing.
The History of the Loxahatchee River is by Bessie W. DuBois.
It describes a waterway that has played an important role in the
lives of people who have lived for many centuries in south Florida. Named by the Indians, the river is referred to in letters that
General Jesup wrote from Fort Jupiter during the Second Seminole War. Mrs. DuBois notes the incidents involving whites and
Indians during that period, and she tells how the lighthouse was
put out of commission by Confederate sympathizers at the beginning of the Civil War. The Hunt brothers of Green Cove Springs
brought logging operations into the area in 1891, and V. K. Hunt
built a sawmill and a two-story house there and planted an
orange grove. Mrs. DuBois describes the school boat which transported the children, and tells the story of Trapper Nelson the
legendary figure of the Loxahatchee River. The booklet may be
ordered from Florida Classics Library, Box 777, Port Salerno, FL
33492; the price is $2.50.
W. Horace Carter, the Pulitzer Prize-winning North Carolina
journalist, spends many weeks each year in Florida gathering
information about fishing and wildlife for articles which he publishes in national wildlife magazines. He has long been captivated by the beauty of Cross Creek, the area made famous by
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, another Pulitzer Prize-winning writer.
His book, Creatures and Chronicles from Cross Creek, is a collection of the stories and lore of this area of Florida which Mr.
Carter hopes will not become overly populated. Too many people
and too much construction, he argues, will threaten its special
beauty and appeal. Published by Atlantic Publishing Company,
Box 67, Tabor City, NC 28463, Creatures and Chronicles is being
distributed by Great Outdoors, St. Petersburg, FL 44714. The
price is $5.95.
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The First Hundred Years of Avon Park, Florida, by Leoma
Bradshaw Maxwell, is another of the growing list of local and
county histories that have been published in Florida during the
past decade. Often these are the only books documenting the
history of the communities and sometimes the new studies supplement and update earlier books. In the case of Avon Park, there
was only one published history, an incomplete study covering
the period up to 1956. Two other histories of Avon Park, mainly
memoirs of early settlers, appeared in the local newspaper. Mrs.
Maxwell’s book presents a more factual and complete record of
Avon Park than these earlier works. It is based upon oral history
accounts, family archives, newspapers, public records, and pictures, many from private photograph albums. Avon Park was
settled by Oliver Marvin Crosby, a land developer from Connecticut, on acreage purchased from the Disston Company. The history
of the first settlers, construction of the Verona Hotel in 1887,
development of the early sawmills and lumber companies, establishment of mail service, the first newspapers, early schools, the
beginning of transportation, and the impact of the 1894-1895
freeze are among the diverse subjects Mrs. Maxwell describes.
There are many pictures, a list of people who came in during the
1920s and a bibliography. The book may be ordered from the
Historical Society, Box 483, Avon Park, Florida 33825. The price
is $15.60 mailed.
Nathan W. White in his monograph, Private Joseph Sprague
of Vermont, the Last Soldier-Survivor of Dade’s Massacre in
Florida, 28 December 1835, describes the activities of a Seminole
War soldier. Major Francis L. Dade was leading a military force
from Fort Brooke (Tampa) to Fort King (Ocala) when it was
ambushed by a party of Seminole warriors on December 28, 1835.
More than half his force, approximately 108 officers and men,
were killed. The black interpreter, a slave, was carried away by
one of the Indian chiefs. A second attack a few hours later further
decimated the American force, and the Indians and their Negro
allies left the field thinking everyone there was dead. However,
there were three whites still alive— privates Ransom Clark, Edwin
DeCourcy, and Joseph Sprague. Clark and DeCourcy teamed up
in an attempt to get back to Fort Brooke, but DeCourcy never
made it. Ransom Clark, badly wounded, did manage to reach
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Fort Brooke, and he was often called “the only survivor of
Dade’s Massacre.” His story was published in newspapers throughout the country and in books and pamphlets. Clark went on
lecture tour to describe his exploits, which he began to embellish
to the delight of his audiences. Everyone believed that Joseph
Sprague had died, and Clark always insisted that was a fact.
However, Mr. White reveals that Sprague had not expired, and
that indeed he survived Ransom Clark. White cites army records
to show that Sprague recovered from his wounds and that he was
honorably discharged at Fort Defiance in Micanopy on August
22, 1836. After a brief visit North, he reenlisted and returned to
Florida with the Second Infantry. Sprague reenlisted still again,
now in the Sixth Infantry, and was involved in the final campaign
against the Seminoles. He enlisted for a seventh term at Fort
Pickens in 1842. With the support of Major General Winfield
Scott, he received a pension for wounds sustained at the Dade
Massacre and began receiving payment on March 3, 1844. Nothing is known of him after September 4, 1847. On the basis of his
research, Mr. White urges that a monument or historical marker
be placed on the Dade Battlefield site to memorialize Private
Sprague. The monograph may be ordered from the author, 153
Nurmi Drive, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301; the price is $10.60.
The Historic Structure Report for Fort Matanzas National
Monument, St. John’s County, Florida was prepared by the Fort
Matanzas Stabilization Team. The published report is available
for distribution so long as limited numbers are available. It is
the work of several individuals at the Historic Preservation
Branch, Southeast/Southwest Team, Denver Service Center, in
cooperation with the Monument staff in St. Augustine, professionals at the Southeast Regional Office, the office of the Chief
Historical Architect, and archeologists at the Regional Archeological Center and Florida State University. The purpose of the
project was to examine the status of the Matanzas Watchtower
so as to facilitate stabilization programs at the Monument. The
study includes an examination of historical data covering the
period 1740-1979, together with pertinent archeological and
architectural data. Illustrations and a bibliography are included.
Luis R. Arana, historian for the Castillo de San Marcos National
Monument and Fort Matanzas is responsible for much of the
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report. Others who were involved in the extensive research and
writing were John C. Paige, Edwin C. Bearss, Randall W. Copeland, Gary Cummins, Terry Wong, and C. Craig Frazier, all of
the Denver Service Center, and Dr. Kathleen Deagan of Florida
State University. Frazier served as team captain.
Biscayne Bay Trolleys, Street Railways of the Miami Area is
by Edward Ridolph, The first train of the Florida East Coast
Railroad reached Miami April 15, 1896; a week later, the first
passenger train arrived. Miami was hardly more than a small
fishing village at the time, but the railroad was to stimulate a
major building and population boom. In 1906, when the Miami
Street Railway Company announced that it would begin laying
track for a streetcar line, the population was approximately 5,000.
It would be in operation it was hoped, in time for the city’s celebration of its tenth anniversary in July 1906. That deadline was
met; the company was ready when the celebration began. There
were problems from the start, including several accidents. Once a
lumber wagon attempted to cut in front of the trolley and overturned it. Later the trolley hit a mule carrying a passenger. There
were no injuries in either case. New lines began to be laid into the
outlying areas as the town grew, and new equipment was secured.
World War I delayed expansion to the Beach, but that line came
in December 1920. The fare between Miami and Miami Beach
was ten cents. Trolleys played an important role during the boom
of the 1920s carrying passengers out to Coral Gables, Coconut
Grove, and other subdivisions that were being developed. Even
after the collapse of the boom, tourists continued to come to
Miami, and business for the trolley company expanded. It was
also during the 1920s that the system passed from private to
municipal control. Buses began to compete with the trolley companies, but as the city grew so did transportation facilities. The
author has included maps showing the routes of the cars and a
number of pictures. Published by Harold E. Cox, 80 Virginia
Terrace, Forty Fort, PA 18705, Biscayne Bay Trolleys sells for
$9.00.
Indian Rocks, A Pictorial History was published by the Indian
Rocks Historical Society. One of the earliest settlers in the area
was John T. Lowe who had been sailing a cargo ship between
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Ceder Key and Key West. He arrived with his family and members of his wife’s family in 1859, to homestead some eighty acres of
land later granted by the government. Included in this attractive
graphic history are pictures of people, tourist attractions, private
residences, beach scenes, and business properties. There is a
photograph of the Tampa excursion train and several of Gulf
Boulevard in the early 1960s and after the 1950 hurricane demolished the roadway. There is an early picture of the Lowe homestead, and other photographs and narrative trace the history of
the community to the present. Indian Rocks adds to our knowledge of Florida Gulf coast history. It may be ordered from the
Society, 1507 Bay Palm Boulevard, Indian Rocks Beach, Florida
33535. The price is $6.50.
Georgia’s Land of the Golden Isles, by Burnette Vanstory, is
an account of the history of the coastal islands, the Golden Isles,
which stretch from Amelia Island off the northeast coast of Florida to South Carolina. First published in 1956, this is a revised
edition that is being released by University of Georgia Press. It
carries a foreword by Eugenia Price, who frequently uses the St.
Augustine area as background for her novels. The paperback
edition of Georgia’s Land of the Golden Isles sells for $8.95.
The Making of a Southerner by Katharine Du Pre Lumpkin is
being published by the University of Georgia Press in its Brown
Thrasher Books series. It is a reprint of an original published in
1947. The new edition carries an afterword by the author. It sells
for $6.95.
Okefinokee Album describes in pictures and narrative the
history of the swamp that separates Florida and Georgia. Settlers
moved into this isolated area around 1850, and remained until
the 1930s and 1940s when the Okefinokee was declared a National
Wildlife Refuge. Francis Harper, the famed Cornell University
naturalist, came to the Okefinokee area in 1912 to do biological
research. He compiled notes about the swamp people that he met,
planning to write a book, but this never happened. His notebooks
and other materials provide the basis for the Album which has
been assembled by Delma E. Presley. There is an introduction to
the chapter “Francis Harper and the People of the Great Swamp,”
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and “Okefinokee Sampler” has been extracted from Harper’s
papers. There is also a postscript, “Notes on a Vanishing Breed.”
The book is rich in detail on lore and folktales, and on the mammals and birds of the area. Included are excerpts from Harper’s
“Chessers Island Journal, 1922-1951.” A selected list of his works,
pictures, and a list of articles, pamphlets, and books on the
Okefinokee are included. Okefinokee Album was published by
the University of Georgia Press, Athens, the price is $14.95.
The Afro-American Slave: Community or Chaos? is a collection of previously published essays by prominent scholars. The
volume is divided into three sections: “The Seeds of Slavery and
the Slave Community,” “From the Bottom Up: Masters and
Slaves, Family and Religion,” and “The Distribution of Culture
and Power in the Slave Community.” There is an introduction
and a section entitled “Suggestions for Further Reading.” Randall
M. Miller is the editor, and the publisher is Robert E. Krieger
Publishing Company, Box 9542, Melbourne, Florida 32901. The
price is $6.50.
Swamp Water is a novel set in the Okefenokee Swamp that
was written by Vereen Bell, a Georgian. It first appeared serially
in the Saturday Evening Post, November-December 1940, and was
then published by Little, Brown & Company. It was a critical and
financial success from the start, and two movie versions were made
in 1941 and 1951. Vereen Bell, Jr., has written a foreword to this
new edition. It sells for $6.95 in paperback and was published by
University of Georgia Press.
Portrait of an Island, by Mildred Teal and John Teal, was
published first in 1964. It has now been reprinted by the University of Georgia Press in its Brown Thraser Book series. Sapello
is one of the sea islands off the coast of Georgia, and it was there
that the authors worked in the University of Georgia’s Marine
Institute for four years, 1955-1959. They wrote a natural history
of Sapello, describing the plants, animals, insects, birds, amphibians, fish, and sea creatures who lived in the forest, savannahs,
swamps, salt marshes, beach, fresh water ditches, and ponds that
make up the island. The sketches are by Richard Rice. There is
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an index, and the authors have contributed an afterword to this
paperback edition. It sells for $6.95.
Ruby Pickens Tartt grew up in the black belt region of Alabama and early developed a keen interest in the stories, songs, and
folklore of rural blacks in her native state. During the Depression
she worked with the WPA Federal Writers’Project and collected
stories and songs from black people, mainly those living in Sumter
County, Alabama. She attended their churches and played games
with them. By recording their stories and music she helped save
folklore that might otherwise have been lost. She assisted many
writers, including John and Alan Lomax, Carl Sandburg, and
Carl Carmer, who have credited her in their writings for her
valuable help. Her biography, Toting the Lead Road; Ruby
Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist, has been written and compiled
by Viriginia Towns Brown and Larulla Owens and published by
the University of Alabama Press. The first part of the book is Mrs.
Tartt’s life as a typical southern lady; the remainder includes
selections from her own writings. These are divided into two
parts: “Life Histories and Stories” and “Slave Narratives.” The
appendix includes biographical sketches of the Sumter County
singers and storytellers who provided Mrs. Tartt with much of
her data. There are also pictures, a bibliography, and an index.
The volume sells for $19.95.
Ghosts and Goosebumps is a collection of ghost stories, tall
tales, and superstitions from central and southeastern Alabama.
According to the foreword, much of the material was collected by
Troy State University students. Other material was taken from
the WPA Federal Writers’Project and from findings reported by
students in folklore classes at Alexander City State Junior College. The introduction provides historical data on the origin of
the folk tales, both the supernatural and the humorous. Most of
these had been transmitted orally, and as the authors note, a
printed folk tale cannot convey the real effect and meaning of
the storytelling experience. Superstitions are listed under many
headings: pregnancy, birth, childhood, love and marriage, death,
weather, and the seasons, good luck and good fortune, making
wishes come true, bad luck, spells, and signs and portents. There
is a bibliographic essay of American folklore collections and
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scholarship and a reference list of Alabama folk tales in the Library of Congress. The volume sells for $18.95.
Half Horse Half Alligator, the Growth of the Mike Fink
Legend was published in 1956, and it has been reprinted by the
University of Nebraska Press. Walter Blair and Franklin J. Mein
edited this edition and have provided an introduction and notes.
Legends and stories have grown up about Mike Fink, the nineteenth-century frontiersman, who was at various times a Mississippi River boatman, trapper, and mountainman. The book is
divided into three sections: “Mike Fink in History, Legend, and
Story, ” “The Growth of an American Legend,” and “Accounts of
Mike Fink’s Death.” There is a bibliography and illustrations
from contemporary publications. The paperback sells for $6.50.
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HISTORY NEWS
The Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society will be
held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, May 7-8, 1982. The Florida
Historical Confederation workshops will begin on May 6, 1982,
and will continue the following day in conjunction with the
Society’s other activities. The Bahia Mar Hotel and Yachting
Center, U. S. Highway A1A, South, is the convention hotel.
Confederation and Society programs will be held there. Dr. Jane
Dysart, University of West Florida; Betty D. Smith, Sanford; and
Ada Coates Williams, Fort Pierce; are chairpersons, Linda K.
Williams, Historical Association of Southern Florida, Miami, arranged the workshops.
The first workshop Thursday afternoon, which will follow the
Confederation business meeting, is divided into four concurrent
sessions: “Publications from Start to Finish,” Dr. Samuel Proctor,
University of Florida: “Registration Methods for the Small Historical Society,” Terri S. Horrow, Fort Lauderdale Historical
Society; “Historic Preservation in Florida,” Linda V. Ellsworth,
Historic Pensacola Preservation Board; and “Fundraising: The
Membership Potential,” Randy Nimnicht, Historic Association
of Southern Florida. The theme of the evening session will be
publications and the discussion will be led by Dr. Thelma Peters,
Coral Gables. The Friday morning, May 7, workshop will deal,
with “Volunteers: Recruitment and Training.” Leading the
panel discussion will be Leslie Rivera, Historical Association of
Southern Florida.
The theme of the Society’s program is “Women in America:
a Multi-Culture View.” Dr. Thelma Peters will chair the first
session, and papers will be delivered by Dorothy Fields, Black
Archives, History and Research Foundation of Southern Florida,
and by Dr. James McGovern, University of West Florida. Mrs.
Fields will talk on “Black Women in Greater Miami’s History:
The Study of Survival Against Odds, 1896-1982,” and Dr. McGovern’s paper is “Mrs. Lillie A. James and the Horatio Alger
Tradition for Blacks in Pensacola, Florida, 1900-1958.” The commentator is Whittington Johnson, University of Miami. The
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second session’s theme is “Spanish and Indian Women,” and Dr.
Jerrell H. Shofner, University of Central Florida, will act as chairman. Dr. Amy Bushnell, Historic St. Augustine Preservation
Board, will present the paper, “Women in the Parallel Polities,
Hispanic Indians and Spanish, during the Seventeenth Century,”
and Patsy West of Clearwater will talk on “The Seminole
Women: Observations on a Cultural Entity.” Dr. Harry A. Kersey,
Florida Atlantic University, will serve as commentator. The
session Saturday morning, “The Immigrant Experience,” will
have Janet Snyder Matthews of Sarasota serving as chairperson.
Dr. Gary Mormino, University of South Florida, will discuss
“Family and Community: Immigrant Women in Ybor City,”
and Dr. Durwood Long, University of Hawaii at Manoa, will talk
on “Women in the Cigar Making Industry.” Dr. Glenn Westfall,
Hillsborough Community College, will be the commentator for
this session.
The banquet will be held at the convention hotel Friday
evening, and Dr. Frances B. Kinne, president, Jacksonville University, will be the banquet speaker. The winners of the Arthur
W. Thompson Memorial Prize in Florida History, the Rembert
W. Patrick Book Award, and the Charlton W. Tebeau Book
Award will be announced at the banquet. History Fair awards
will be presented at this time, and Linda Ellsworth will present
the American Association of State and Local History awards to
Mrs. William R. Turner, Pensacola and to Judge Donald A.
Cheney, Orlando. The annual business meeting, with Dr. John
Mahon presiding, will be held at the hotel on Saturday following
the morning session.
The Society’s board of directors will hold its business meeting
on Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m. The desk for registration for
the workshops and program will be in the hotel lobby. There
will be exhibits of Florida books and the winning projects from
the county History Fairs.
National Register of Historic Places
The Florida Department of State, Division of Archives, History and Records Management, reports that the following Florida
sites were added to the National Register of Historic Places during the year 1981: Ross Hammock Site (Volusia County); Plant
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City High School (Hillsborough County); St. Augustine Lighthouse & Keeper’s Quarters (St. Johns County); Venetian Pool
(Dade County); and Kelsey City Hall (Palm Beach County).
Announcements and Activities
The Hampton Dunn Collection has been given to the University of South Florida. It will be housed in the Library as part
of Special Collections. It includes photographs and negatives, historical issues of newpapers, oral history tapes, a postcard collection, color slides, prints, paintings, manuscripts, documents, and
assorted memorabilia. There are more than 1,000 books, including several autographed and first edition volumes. The manuscripts of Mr. Dunn’s books are also included. He is the author
of books dealing with the history of Florida and several Gulf coast
communities. His most recent book, Wish You Were Here-A
Grand Tour of Early Florida Via Old Postcards, is reviewed in
this issue of the Florida Historical Quarterly.
Tampa Bay History is announcing an essay contest for articles based on historical research dealing with any aspect of the
history of the fifteen-county Tampa Bay region including Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, and
Sarasota counties. The first prize is $100, and the second is $50.
Winning articles will be published in Tampa Bay History. Deadline for submission is September 1, 1982. For information write
Managing Editor, Tampa Bay History, Department of History,
University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 33620.
The Franklin Street Mall, in cooperation with the Tampa
Historical Society, has published a “Do-It-Yourself Guide to
Downtown Tampa and Surrounding Areas.” It includes a short
article, “Tampa from Shell Mound to Modern Town,” by Kenneth W. Mulder, a self-guided tour, a list of historical markers
and their locations, and a listing of historical landmarks. There
is also a street map showing the location of sites. Copies of the
guide may be secured by writing. the Mall office, 809 North
Franklin Street, Tampa, Florida 33602.
The editorial committee of the University of Florida’s Graduate School Monographs on the Social Sciences announces a
publication awards competition. The committee is searching for
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unpublished works of the highest quality on any theoretical
and/or empirical social scientific topic. In addition to an offer of
publication through the University Presses of Florida, the author
of the winning manuscript will receive a cash prize of $500. Typescript should be approximately 125-225 pages in length, doublespaced. Edited collections, multi-authored symposia, and unrevised dissertations are not eligible. The committee requests
potential entrants to submit a short statement describing the
form and scope of their work. If it is judged appropriate, the
committee will request the completed manuscript. Deadline for
submission of finished manuscripts is November 1, 1982. For
information contact Dr. George E. Pozzetta, Department of History, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32611.
The Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Management will be host for the South Atlantic Archives and Records
conference at St. Augustine Beach, April 29-30, 1982. There will
be sessions on the impact of computer and video technologies on
archival collections, local government records management programs, document conservation and restoration, archival records
appraisal, and alternative sources for archival funding. For information write Ed Tribble, Florida State Archives, R. A. Gray
Building, Tallahassee, Florida 32301.
The Florida Folklore Society held its first meeting at the
University of South Florida, Tampa, January 15-17, 1982. Sessions
dealt with folklore collecting in Florida, past, present, and future;
the Ybor scene; and folklore in the Florida schools. A Florida
Folklife program session outlined the activities of that state
agency. There was a showing of the video “Learned It in Back
Days and Kept It,” a Portrait of Lucreaty Clark, Basketmaker,
produced by the Florida Folklife Program. There was also a
guided tour of Ybor City, a Saturday evening reception at
L’Unione Italiana, and a dinner with Thelma Bolton as mistress
of ceremonies and Joseph Dobkin and Ralph Boggs as speakers.
The Florida Folklife Program has begun a project to document Seminole basketmaking and patchwork sewing traditions
in south Florida. It will include field research on the reservations
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of
Florida. Two slidetape programs will be produced.
In November 1981 the Florida Folklife Program became a
bureau within the Division of Archives, History and Records
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Management, Florida Department of State. The staff in White
Springs will continue to be known as the Florida Folklife Program. Dr. David L. Closson, former professor of English and
Folklore at the University of Florida, is the director of the program.
Dr. Richard N. Current, Distinguished Professor of History,
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, delivered the 1982
Rembert W. Patrick lecture at Guilford College on March 3,
1982. His subject was “Lincoln the Southerner.” The annual
lecture honors Professor Patrick, former chairman of the Department of History, University of Florida, and former editor of
the Florida Historical Quarterly.
Jon A. von Gunst-Andersen, curator of the Addison Mizner
Collection of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County, is
desirous of receiving Mizner material, including letters, photo,
graphs, furniture, or memorabilia that relates to Mizner’s career.
The Society wants to secure similar material also on other architects who have been associated with the Palm Beach area during
the past half century. These would include Maurice Fatio,
Marion Sims Wyeth, Joseph Urban, John Volk, Bruce Kitchelk
and Lester Geisler. For information write the Society, Box 1147,
Palm Beach, Florida 33480.
Obituary
Miss Lelia Abercrombie, for many years curator of the Pensacola Historical Society Museum, died on December 26, 1981, at the
age of eighty-nine. A member of a pioneer Pensacola family, “Miss
Lelia,” as she was known by her many friends, is credited with
twice saving Old Christ Church on Seville Square when it was
threatened with demolition. Since 1960 the building has served
as the home of the Pensacola Historical Museum. At the time of
her retirement in 1967, the Museum’s research collection was
designated the Lelia Abercrombie Historical Library. She was the
author of the souvenir booklet for the first Evening in Old Seville
Square, and she contributed an article, “Early Churches of Pensacola,” to the special Pensacola quadricentennial issue of the
Florida Historical Quarterly. She played an active role in the
Pensacola Heritage Foundation, Pensacola Advisory Committee,
and the Pensacola Historical Preservation Society.
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MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING
Florida Historical Society

Dr. John K. Mahon, president of the Florida Historical
Society, called the mid-winter meeting of the Society’s board of
directors to order at 9:30 a.m., December 12, 1981, at the Florida
Historical Society Library, University of South Florida, Tampa.
Present were William R. Adams, Paul E. Camp, Linda V. Ellsworth, Lucius F. Ellsworth, Kendrick Ford, Mildred L. Fryman,
Thomas Graham, Ernest Hall, W. Sperry Lee, Randy Nimnicht,
Olive Peterson, Samuel Proctor, Glenn Westfall, and Linda K.
Williams. Samuel J. Boldrick, Paul S. George, Thomas Greenhaw, Peter D. Klingman, Eugene Lyon, Paul W. Wehr, and
Jerrell H. Shofner were absent.
Dr. Mahon announced that Marjorie Patterson had resigned
her directorship. Dan Hobby, District 4, Fort Lauderdale, was
appointed by the board to serve as interim director until the
next annual meeting of the Society.
The board approved the minutes of the April 30, 1981,
directors’ meeting in St. Petersburg, as they were published in
the Florida Historical Quarterly, LX (October 1981), 253-59,
with one amendment. To correct an omission in the minutes,
Lucius Ellsworth’s name was added to the list of those present
at that meeting.
Paul Camp, executive secretary, presented the financial report for the period from January 1, 1981, through September
30, 1981. This report lists the Society’s total assets as of September 30, 1981, as $78,966.54, representing an increase of
$10,831.76 since December 31, 1980, and an increase of $4,633.87
since the report to the membership at the 1981 annual meeting.
Income from membership was $16,368.50; receipts from sales
totaled $776.47; interest and dividends provided $8,255.98; contributions and annual meeting income brought the total income
for this period to $29,638.70. Disbursements for the same period
totaled $14,736.47. Major expenses included the printing, mailing, and other publication costs for the Florida Historical
Quarterly; expenses incurred for the annual meeting; and the
operating costs of the Society’s executive office. Mr. Camp noted
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that income and expenditures for the first three quarters of 1981
were within budget estimates prepared for fiscal year 1981.
Attendance at the annual meeting, luncheon, and banquet fell
below estimated totals, resulting in a deficit in the overall meeting budget. The board asked Mr. Camp to compile statistics
for the past four years showing the number of persons preregistering for each annual meeting and the number purchasing
tickets for the luncheon and banquet. Mr. Camp informed the
board that more stringent preregistration procedures would be
instituted for any meal events planned for future annual meetings. Mr. Camp then presented budgetary estimates by category
for fiscal year 1982. Estimated income for 1982 is $33,585, subject
to changing interest and dividend rates; estimated disbursements
total $29,749. The board voted to pay the expenses incurred by
the banquet speaker at the 1982 meeting. The board requested
that Mr. Camp prepare comparative budget figures showing income and expenses from 1979 to the present for the directors
before the spring 1982 meeting. Lucius Ellsworth moved that
the board approve Camp’s financial report as a general guideline with discussed adjustments. The board approved.
Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly,
reported continuing improvement in the quantity of articles
submitted for consideration for publication in the journal. The
poor quality of many articles received continues to be a matter
of concern to the editor. Dr. Proctor expressed the need for
more photographs suitable for use in the Quarterly and on its
cover and urged board members to help locate such items. He
also conveyed the hope that more articles on the roles of women,
blacks, and other ethnic groups in Florida’s history would be
forthcoming. At the suggestion of Thomas Graham, the editor
will consider the possibility and feasability of adopting a glossy
stock for the cover of the journal. Dr. Proctor expressed thanks
to the E. O. Painter Printing Company for the continued high
quality and reasonable cost of its services. He also expressed
gratitude to his editorial board, graduate assistants, and to the
University of Florida for its support services.
Randy Nimnicht presented a progress report from the committee appointed at the April 30, 1981, board meeting to consider the book review and book note policies of the Quarterly.
Suggestions on that subject are being considered, and recom-
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mendations will be made at the spring 1982 meeting following
consultation with the editor of the Quarterly.
Dr. Mahon called the boards attention to the current Society
membership tally prepared by the executive secretary. The
organizaiton gained 146 members and lost seventeen members,
in addition to 126 deliquent memberships, for a total of 1,593 as
of November 30, 1981. This is an increase of only three members
since the end of 1980. Dr. Ellsworth suggested the preparation
of a list of members by category in future membership reports,
and Dr. Proctor requested a breakdown of members by districts.
Mr. Camp will compile such data for circulation to the directors
before their spring 1982 meeting. Linda Ellsworth reported that
she found after a canvass of other historical societies that they
were experiencing problems similar to that faced by the Florida
Historical Society, and that they are also striving to hold their
membership levels at a steady figure without substantial membership recruitment programs. Dr. Mahon indicated that no expenditures for public relations purposes had been made from the
sum for that activity approved by the board at its spring 1981
meeting.
The board discussed ways in which the Florida History Newsletter, edited by Dr. Thomas Greenhaw, could present more information about the activities of local historical societies. Dr.
Proctor agreed to confer with the Newsletter’s editor on the
subject of increasing that publication’s focus on local history
news and coordinating such an approach with the History News
section now appearing in the Quarterly.
Paul Camp reported on plans for the 1982 annual meeting
to be held May 6-8 in Fort Lauderdale. Olive Peterson will serve
as the board’s liason with the local arrangements committee. Dr.
Mahon reported that the program committee has arranged three
sessions focusing on the theme of women in Florida history. Linda
Williams indicated that the program of the Florida Historical
Confederation meetings (May 6-7) is being coordinated with the
Society’s program. The Society banquet will be held on Friday
evening, rather than on Saturday night as in the past. Dr. Mahon
proposed that the Saturday luncheon be deleted from the
agenda of the 1982 annual meeting and that the business meeting of the Society take place after the Saturday morning program
session. Individuals will be responsible for obtaining their own
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lunch before the tours and other afternoon events. Dr. Ellsworth
put this proposal into a motion, which was passed.
Mrs. Peterson asked that the local arrangement committee for
the 1983 meeting at Daytona Beach make a preliminary report
to the Society at the 1982 business meeting.
Linda Ellsworth moved that the board of directors approve
the constitution of the nominating committee for 1981-1982
as listed in the published minutes of the April 30, 1981, board
meeting in order to conform with the Society’s by-laws. This
motion was approved. Dr. Mahon asked Mrs. Peterson to prepare a slate of suggested members of the 1982-1983 nominating
committee for consideration by the board at its spring 1982
meeting.
Dr. Ellsworth reported on the activities of the junior historian committee. A successful history fair took place in Alachua
County, organized by Patricia R. Wickman and others. Plans
for other history fairs as authorized by the board at its spring
1981 meeting are underway in St. Lucie, Escambia, and Volusia
counties. Through the efforts of Dr. Ellsworth and Dr. Jane
Dysart, University of West Florida, the Society has received a
grant of $5,000 from the National History Fair Committee to
develop its history fair program. These funds will enable ten
local winners to attend the Society meeting in Fort Lauderdale,
where their exhibits will be displayed. One state winner will be
selected who will be eligible to participate in the national history
fair contest. Certificates of participation have been issued to
every student taking part in a fair; certificates are also presented
to the winners. Dr. Ellsworth reported that fairs held to date
have been successful and have met the goals for which the program was designed. Ten other localities have demonstrated interest in holding fairs. He reported also that the junior historian
committee will convey to the board at its next meeting its
assessments of the history fair program and its recommendations
regarding future activities. Mr. Nimnicht suggested that awards
be made to teachers sponsoring winning students. The junior
historian committee will consider this proposal. Dr. Mahon, on
behalf of the board, commended Ellsworth and Dysart for their
efforts in securing the $5,000 grant.
Mr. Camp reported that the series of biographical vignettes
of early Floridians compiled by June Hurley Young with funding
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from the Florida Endowment for the Humanities is ending. The
articles were published in approximately twenty-five Florida newspapers. The board commended Dr. Mahon, Mr. Camp, and others
for investigating this activity and others so as to increase the Society’s visability.
Dr. Ellsworth reported on the responses to the questionnaire
which polled the membership on its perceptions of current and
future services and programs of the Society. Approximately onethird of the members of the Society responded. Dr. Ellsworth
distributed tabulations of the responses to each question. He
summarized the responses to seven major categories addressed by
this questionnaire. A high level of interest in the Society was
demonstrated by the quantity and quality of responses which
indicates the interest of members in the activities of the organization. The Florida Historical Quarterly is in general well received;
many respondents suggested increased use of graphics in the
journal. Over one-half the respondents stated that they had not
attended any of the last four annual meetings; the questionnaire
did not reveal strong support for changes in meeting format or
location policies. On this latter matter, the board supported a
suggestion by Glenn Westfall that comments be solicited from
persons attending each annual meeting through inclusion of a
suitable form in registrant information packets. Three-quarters
of the respondents favored the history fair concept, and there is
strong support for expansion of this program. More than twothirds of the respondents support public activity for the Society,
including increased visability for its activities and positive political involvement in matters relating to the teaching, collecting,
and interpreting of Florida history. About one-half of the respondents expressed the opinion that the board of directors adequately represents the Society’s membership, but many indicated
that the board does not satisfactorily communicate its varied activities to the membership. The board agreed that the Society’s
Newsletter could become more of a vehicle for highlighting
major activities to supplement the publication of board minutes
in the Quarterly. About one-fifth of the respondents indicated
that they had at one time or another used the Society library at
the University of South Florida.
Dr. Ellsworth made several recommendations to the board
for action based on the results of the questionnaire. He suggested
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that the committee considering the book review policies of the
Quarterly also discuss with Dr. Proctor ways of including and
financing more illustrations in that journal. He recommended
that the statistical results of the opinion poll be printed and
distributed to Society members. He stated that the junior historian committee will consider questionnaire input in formulating its recommendations for the May 1982 meeting. He also
recommended that the board consider finding a vehicle for retaining a professional staff member as executive director of the
affairs of the Society as an alternative to continued reliance on
volunteer efforts. This position would include responsibilities
such as instigating and supervising activities, assisting the
Society’s officers, directors, and committees, providing continuity
for the organization, and establishing a stronger liason with
local historical societies. The position of executive secretary
would continue to exist with managerial functions similar to
those currently performed. Dr. Ellsworth outlined three optional
approaches to achieving the latter recommendation: 1) continue
the status quo with the Society’s library and headquarters remaining at the University of South Florida and investigate the
availability of University resources to support the establishment
of an executive director position; 2) relocate the Society’s headquarters and library at another institution which is able to
commit adequate resources such as space, funds, equipment, and
support personnel for all existing functions as well as for the
establishment of the position of executive director; and 3) continue the Society’s library at its present location but relocate the
executive office, including the current executive secretary
functions and a new executive director position, at another institution which would provide the necessary support for these
functions.
Dr. Ellsworth moved that the president authorize a committee to review these three options and others aimed at assessing
how the Society should be staffed, where its headquarters and
library should be located, and how a professional executive director position could be established. The committee will bring
to the board at its May 1982 meeting specific recommendations
for possible board decision. Mr. Camp seconded this motion.
After discussion, the board approved it unanimously. Ken Ford
recommended that this committee contact other societies with
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executive directors for information and guidance. Ernest Hall
suggested that any option other than the three presented by Dr.
Ellsworth to be considered by this committee to be distributed
in written form to the directors before the May meeting. The
board supported both these suggestions. Dr. Mahon asked Lucius
Ellsworth to chair this committee, together with Samuel Proctor
and William Adams. Other members will be added to this committee.
Linda Williams, president of the Florida Historical Confederation, reported on actions taken by her board at its last
meeting. A number of changes were made in the Confederation’s
by-laws, and Ms. Williams moved that the Society’s board
sanction them. This motion was passed. Ms. Williams informed
the directors that the Confederation board has selected four
categories in which awards will be made to local historical
societies and museums: community involvement, education,
publication, and membership promotion. A committee has been
formed to discuss the development of this project.
Dr. Mahon informed the board of a commemorative program
sponsored by the Florida Division of Recreation and Parks to be
held at Dade Battlefield on December 27, 1981. He reported that,
in response to resolutions adopted by the Society at its May 2,
1981, business meeting, he had written letters on behalf of the
Society supporting the continuation of a federal preservation
program and the funding of other programs aimed at preserving
the nation’s historical heritage and cultural resources.
Dr. Ellsworth moved that the board authorize the president
to write letters on behalf of the Society to the State Board of
Regents and to the Chancellor of the State University System
supporting the inclusion of history as one of the admission
criteria used in the university system and to the Florida Commissioner of Education reinforcing the position taken by the
Society in past years that American and Florida history should
be taught at the K through twelve levels of the state’s education
system. The motion passed unanimously.
Dr. Proctor reported that Mrs. LeRoy Collins and Mrs.
Nancy Dodson have expressed their gratitude for the Society’s
support of the Union Bank Building (Tallahassee) preservation
and restoration program.
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The next meeting of the board of directors was set for 5:30
p.m., May 6, 1982, in Fort Lauderdale.
Dr. Mahon adjourned the board meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mildred L. Fryman
Recording Secretary
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REAT EXPECTATIONS. . . . . .
1982
May 6-7

Florida Historical
Confederation

Fort Lauderdale,
FL

May 7-8

FLORIDA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY—
81st MEETING

Fort Lauderdale,
FL

May 12-15

National Genealogical
Society

Indianapolis, IN

May 28-31

Florida Folk Festival

White Springs, FL

June 20-24

American Association
of Museums

Philadelphia, PA

Sept. 21-24

American Association
for State and Local
History

Hartford, CT

Oct. 6-10

National Trust for
Historic Preservation

Louisville, KY

Oct. 7-10

Oral History Association
Workshop and
Colloquium

San Antonio, TX

Act. 28-30

Florida Trust for
Historic Preservation

Jacksonville, FL

Nov. 3-6

Southern Historical
Association

Memphis, TN

Nov. 19-21

Southern Jewish
Historical Society

New Orleans, LA

Dec. 27-30

American Historian
Association

Washington, D.C.
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July 198 l-April 1982
Abercrombie, Lelia, obituary, 534.
Aboriginal Subsistence Technology on the Southeastern Coastal
Plain, During the Late Prehistoric Period, by Larson, reviewed, 208.
Addison Mizner Collection, Historical Society of Palm Beach
County, 534.
Afro-American Slave: Community or Chaos?, ed. by Miller, reviewed, 527.
Agnew, Brad, Fort Gibson: Terminal on the Trail of Tears, reviewed, 127.
American Association of State and Local History awards, 253,
265.
American Indian Leaders, Studies in Diversity, ed. by Edmunds,
reviewed, 407.
American Negro Academy: Voice of the Talented Tenth, by Moss,
reviewed, 393.
Andrews, Charles McLean, and Evangline Walker Andrews,
eds., Jonathan Dickinson’s Journal, reviewed, 242.
Andrews, Evangeline Walker, and Charles McLean Andrews,
eds., Jonathan Dickinson’s Journal, reviewed, 242.
545
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Andrews, K. R., N. P. Canny, and P. E. H. Hair, eds., The Westward Enterprise: English Activities in Ireland, The Atlantic
and America, 1480-1650, reviewed, 491.
Armstrong, Thomas F., book review by, 396.
Artifacts and the American Past, by Schleretch, reviewed, 136.
“Arturo O’Neill: First Governor of West Florida During the
Second Spanish Period,” by Eric Beerman, 29.

Bailey, Kenneth K., book review by, 226.
Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause, by Wilson,
reviewed, 388.
Barnes, Thomas, Thomas H. Naylor, and Charles W. Polzer,
comps., Northern New Spain, A Research Guide, reviewed,
246.
Battle at Bull Run, A History of the First Major Campaign of
the Civil War, by Davis, reviewed, 246.
Bauer, K. Jack, book review by, 377.
Bauman, Mark K., Warren Akin Candler: The Conservative as
Idealist, reviewed, 509.
Bearss, Edward C., book review by, 127.
Becnel,, Thomas, Labor, Church, and the Sugar Establishment,
Louisiana, 1887-1976, reviewed, 396.
Beerman, Eric, “Arturo O’Neill: First Governor of West Florida
During the Second Spanish Period,” 29.
Behind the Big Top, by Hammarstrom, reviewed, 496.
Bell, Vereen, Swamp Water, reviewed, 527.
Bentley, George R., book review by, 224.
“Bernard Lintot: A Connecticut Yankee on the Mississippi,
1775-1805,” by Robin F. A. Fabel, 88.
Billington, Monroe, book review by, 122.
“Billy Graham in Florida,” by Lois Ferm, 174.
Biscayne Bay Trolleys, Street Railways of the Miami Area,” by
Ridolph, reviewed, 525.
Black Worker: A Documentay History From Colonial Times to
the Present, Volumes I, II, III, IV, ed. by Foner and Lewis,
reviewed, 238.
Blair, Walter, and Franklin J. Mein, eds., Half Horse Half Alligator, the Growth of the Mike Fink Legend, reviewed, 529.
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Blake, Nelson M., awarded Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book
Award, 137; book review by, 489.
Blanchard, Kendall, book review by, 125.
Blanding, Don, Floridays, reviewed, 242.
Blood Relations: The Rise and Fall of the du Ponts of Delaware,
by Mosley, reviewed, 399.
Blount, Roy, Jr., Crackers, reviewed, 228.
Blu, Karen, The Lumbee Problem: The Making of an American
Indian People, reviewed, 125.
Bonawit, Oby J., Miami, Florida: Early Families and Records,
reviewed, 403.
Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 9: 1906-1908, ed. by
Harlan and Smock, reviewed, 505.
Bowden, J. Earle, book review by, 228.
Breseaux, Carl A., trans. and ed., Comparative View of French
Louisiana, 1699 and 1762: The Journals of Pierre Le Moyne
d’Iberville and Jean-Jacques-Blaise d’Abbadie, 1699-1762, reviewed, 243.
Brown, M. L., Firearms in Colonial America: The Impact on
History and Technology, 1495-1792, reviewed, 215.
Brown, Virginia Towns, and Larulla Owens, Toting the Lead
Road: Ruby Pickens Tartt, reviewed, 528.
Brown, Warren J., Florida’s Aviation History: The First 100
Years, reviewed, 105.
Brownell, Daphne M., Volusia County, Volume Four, Cemetery
Inscriptions, reviewed, 405.
Browning, Edwin B., Sr., History of the Greenville Missionary
Baptist Church, 1849-1979, reviewed, 133.
Bruce, Dickson D. Jr., Violence and Culture in the Antebellum
South, reviewed, 112.
Buker, George E., “Engineers vs. Florida’s Green Menace,” 413;
Sun, Sand and Water: A History of the Jacksonville District
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1821-1975, reviewed, 489.
Buker, George E., Dena Snodgrass, and John B. Turner, Jr., eds.,
Papers Volume VI, Fiftieth Anniversary, 1929-1979, Jacksonville Historical Society, reviewed, 521.
Bullard, Mary R., and John E. Ehrenhard, Chimneys: An Archeological Investigation of a Slave Cabin on Stafford Plantation,
Cumberland Island National Seashore, Georgia, reviewed, 243.
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Butchart, Ronald E., Northern Schools, Southern Blacks, and
Reconstruction: Freedmen’s Education, 1862-1875, reviewed,
224.

Calhoon, Robert M., book review by, 493.
Canny, N. P., K. R. Andrews, and P. E. H. Hair, eds., The Westward Enterprise: English Activities in Ireland, the Atlantic
and America, 1480-1650, reviewed, 491.
Cape Coral Historical Society, 140.
Carswell, E. W., Possum Cookbook, reviewed, 405.
Carswell, E. W., and Ray Reynolds (comp. and ed.), Commotion in the Magnolia Tree, reviewed, 404; He Sold No
‘Shine Before Its Time, reviewed, 404.
Carter, W. Horace, Creatures and Chronicles from Cross Creek,
reviewed, 522.
Carver, Joan S., “The Equal Rights Amendment and the
Florida Legislature,” 455.
Casdorph, Paul D., Republicans, Negroes, and Progressives in
the South, 1912-1916, reviewed, 511.
Catlin Genealogy, by Roloson, reviewed, 405.
Center for Louisiana Studies, Green Fields: Two Hundred Years
of Louisiana Sugar, reviewed, 396.
Chalmers, David, book review by, 511.
Chapman, Margaret L., obituary, 142.
Charm of the Bear Claw Necklace: A Story of Stone Age Southeastern Indians, by Searcy, reviewed, 406.
Chimneys: An Archeological Investigation of a Slave Cabin on
Stafford Plantation, Cumberland Island National Seashore,
Georgia, by Ehrenhard and Bullard, reviewed, 243.
Chronicler, publication of the Cape Coral Historical Society,
140.
City of DeLand, A Souvenir of the City of DeLand, Florida, reviewed, 133.
Clark, Thomas D., book review by, 505.
Cockrell, Wilburn A., ed., In The Realms of Gold: The Proceedings of the Tenth Conference on Underwater Archaeology, reviewed, 515.
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Coker, Hazel T., and William S. Coker, Siege of Pensacola,
1781, and Maps with Data on Troop Strength, Military Units,
Ships, Casualties, and Related Statistics, reviewed, 241.
Coker, William S., and Hazel T. Coker., Siege of Pensacola, 1781,
and Maps with Data on Troop Strength, Military Units,
Ships, Casualties, and Related Statistics, reviewed, 241.
Coker, William S., and G. Douglas Inglis, comp., The Spanish
Censuses of Pensacola, 1784-1820: A Genealogical Guide To
Spanish Pensacola, reviewed, 134.
Colburn, David R., book review by, 513.
Colburn, David R., and Richard K. Scher, Florida’s Gubernatorial Politics in the Twentieth Century, reviewed, 369.
Commotion in the Magnolia Tree, by Carswell and Reynolds, reviewed, 404.
Comparative View of French Louisiana, 1699 and 1762: The
Journals of Pierre Le Moyne d’lberville and Jean-JacquesBlaise d’Abbadie, 1699-1762, trans. and ed. by Breseaux, reviewed, 243.
Conference on Florida’s Maritime Heritage, Curtis-Hixon Convention Center, Tampa, Florida, March 22-23, 1980, ed. by
Purdy, reviewed, 374.
Correspondence of James K. Polk, Volume V, 1839-1841, eds.,
Cutler, Smith and Parker, reviewed, 110.
Cortada, James W., book review by, 129.
Covington, James W., Under the Minarets: The University of
Tampa Celebrates Fifty Years of Progress: 1931-1981, reviewed, 402.
Cox, LaWanda, book review by, 116.
Crackers, by Blount, reviewed, 228.
Craft, John, and Carter C. Osterbind, eds., Older People in
Florida ‘80-81, reviewed, 134.
Creatures and Chronicles from Cross Creek, by Carter, reviewed,
522.
Current, Richard N., book review by, 499.
Cutler, Wayne, Earl J. Smith, and Carese M. Parker, eds., Carrespondence of James K. Polk. Volume V, 1839-1841, reviewed, 110.
Cuttino, George P., Saddlebag and Spinning Wheel: being the
Civil War Letters of George W. Peddy, M.D. and His Wife
Kate Featherston Peddy, reviewed, 502.
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Dann, John C., ed., The Revolution Remembered: Eyewitness
Accounts of the War for Independence, reviewed, 108.
Dauer, Manning J., ed., Florida’s Politics and Government; reviewed, 103.
Davis, William C., Battle at Bull Run, A History of the First
Major Campaign of the Civil War, reviewed, 246; Duet Between the First Ironclads, reviewed, 264.
D. B. McKay Award, presented to Joan and Allen Morris, 409.
Delta: The History of an Airline, by Lewis and Newton, reviewed, 235.
De Vorsey, Louis, Jr., book review by, 374.
Dillon, Rodney E., Jr., ‘South Florida in 1860,” 440.
Din, Gilbert C., “War Clouds on the Mississippi: Spain’s 1785
Crisis in West Florida,” 51.
Dixie’s Forgotten People: The South’s Poor Whites, by Flynt, reviewed, 229.
Doherty, Herbert J., Jr., book review by, 217.
Du Bois, Bessie Wilson, History of the Jupiter Lighthouse, reviewed, 405; History of the Loxahatchee River, reviewed, 522.
Duel Between the First Ironclads, by Davis, reviewed, 246.
Dunn, Hampton, Wish You Were Here . . . A Grand Tour of
Early Florida Via Old Postcards, reviewed, 519.

East, Ben, awarded Charlton W. Tebeau Book Award, 138.
Edmunds, R. David, ed., American Indian Leaders, Studies in
Diversity, reviewed, 407.
“Educational Opportunities in Spanish West Florida, 1781-1821,”
by Jack D. L. Holmes, 77.
Ehrenhard, John E., and Mary R. Bullard, Chimneys: An
Archeological Investigation of a Slave Cabin on Stafford
Plantation, Cumberland Island National Seashore, Georgia,
reviewed, 243.
Ellsworth, Lucius F., book review by, 235.
“Engineers vs. Florida’s Green Menace,” by George E. Buker, 413.
“The Equal Rights Amendment and the Florida Legislature,” by
Joan S. Carver, 455.
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Fabel, Robin F. A., “Bernard Lintot: A Connecticut Yankee on
the Mississippi, 1775-1805,” 88; book review by, 487.
Fairbanks, Charles H., and Jerald T. Milanich, Florida Archaeology, reviewed, 106.
Ferm, ,Lois, “Billy Graham In Florida,” 174.
Fickle, James E., The New South and the “New Competition”:
Trade Association Development in the Southern Pine Industy, reviewed, 507.
Firearms in Colonial America: The Impact on History and
Technology, 1495-1792, by Brown, reviewed, 215.
First Hundred Years of Avon Park, Florida, by Maxwell, reviewed, 523.
“Florida and the Royal Navy’s Floridas,” by Robert R. Rea, 186.
Florida Anthropological Society, 409.
Florida Archaeology, by Milanich and Fairbanks, reviewed, 106.
Florida Aviation Historical Society, 140.
Florida Black Archives, Research Center and Museum, Florida
A & M University, Tallahassee, 248.
Florida: Beauties of the East Coast, by Ingram, reviewed, 132.
Florida Folklife Program, 247, 533.
Florida Folklore Society, 533.
Florida Genealogical Society, 411.
Florida Handbook, 1981-1982, by Morris, reviewed, 131.
Florida Historical Society:
Annual Meeting, 137, 250, 530.
Gifts to the Society, 138, 266.
Historical Confederation, 137, 272, 530.
Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting, 259.
Minutes of the Directors’Meeting, 253, 535.
New Members, 267.
Treasurer’s Report, 270.
“Florida History in Periodicals,” 204.
“Florida History Research in Progress,” 357.
Florida! Its Climate, Productions and Characteristics. A Handbook of Important and Reliable Information for the Use of
the Tourist, Settler and Invester, by Varnum, reviewed, 520.
“Florida Manuscript Acquisitions and Accessions,” 482.
Floridays, by Blanding, reviewed, 242.
“Florida Seminoles and the Census, of 1900,” by Harry A. Kersey,
Jr., 145.
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Florida Trust for Historic Preservation, 409.
Florida’s Aviation History: The First 100 Years, by Brown, reviewed, 105.
Florida’s Fabled Inns, by Frisbie, reviewed, 401.
Florida’s Gubernatorial Politics in the Twentieth Century, by
Colburn and Scher, reviewed, 369.
Florida’s Politics and Government, ed. by Dauer, reviewed, 103.
Flynt, J. Wayne, Dixie’s Forgotten People: The South’s Poor
Whites, reviewed, 229; book review by, 238.
Foner, Philip S., and Ronald L. Lewis, eds., The Black Worker:
A Documentary History From Colonial Times to the Present,
Volumes I, II, III, IV, reviewed, 238.
Forgotten Legacy, Blacks in Nineteenth Century Key West, by
Wells, reviewed, 519.
Fort Gibson: Terminal on the Trail of Tears, by Agnew, reviewed, 127.
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, 140.
Fort Matanzas Stabilization Team, The Historic Structure Report for Fort Matanzas National Monument, St. John’s
County, Florida, reviewed, 524.
Fort Myers, self-guided tour of, Yesterday & Today, 139.
Fort Myers urban revitalization survey, 410.
Franklin Street Mall, “Do-It-Yourself Guide to Downtown Tampa
and Surrounding Areas,” 532.
Frantz, Joe B., book review by, 229.
Fretwell, Mark E., This So Remote Frontier: The Chattahoochee
County of Alabama and Georgia, reviewed, 210.
Frisbie, Louise K., Florida’s Fabled Inns, reviewed, 401.
From Cotton to Quail, An Agricultural Chronicle of Leon
County, Florida, 1860-1967, by Paisley, reviewed, 408.

Gainesville Women of Vision, ed. by Rudderman, reviewed, 134.
“Gate City” Route, South Florida Railroad, Saint Johns-Oklawaha River Trading Company, reviewed, 404.
Gawalt, Gerard W., Paul H. Smith, Rosemary Fry Plakas, and
Eugene R. Sheridan, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789, Volume 5, August 16-December 31, 1776, reviewed,
493.
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Georgia Department of Archives and History Institute, 411.
Georgia’s Land of the Golden Isles, by Vanstory, reviewed, 526.
Ghosts and Goosebumps, by Solomon and Solomon, reviewed, 528.
Gluckman, Stephen J., book review by, 106.
Graham, Thomas, awarded Arthur W. Thompson Memorial
Prize in Florida History, 137, 265.
Green Fields: Two Hundred Years of Louisiana Sugar, by Center
for Louisiana Studies, reviewed, 396.

Hair, P. E. H., K. R. Andrews, and N. P. Canny, eds., The Westward Enterprise: English Activities in Ireland, The Atlantic
and America, 1480-1650, reviewed, 491.
Half Horse Half Alligator, the Growth of the Mike Fink Legend,
ed. by Blair and Mein, reviewed, 529.
Hall, Robert L., book review by, 378.
Hammarstrom, David Lewis, Behind the Big Top, reviewed, 406.
Hampton Dunn Collection, University of South Florida, Tampa,
532.
Hardeman, Nicholas P., Shucks, Shocks, and Hominy Blocks:
Corn as a Ways of Life in Pioneer America, reviewed, 497.
Harlan, Louis R., and Raymond H. Smock, eds., The Booker T.
Washington Papers, Volume 9: 1906-1908, reviewed, 505.
Harper, Francis, and Delma E. Presley, Okefinokee Album, reviewed, 526.
Harris, Robert, book review by, 502.
Hartje, Robert, book review by, 385.
Havard, William C., book review by, 369.
Hays, Brooks, Politics is My Parish, reviewed, 513.
He Sold No ‘Shine Before Its Time, by Carswell and Reynolds,
reviewed, 404.
Hermann, Bernard M., New Orleans, reviewed, 245.
Hill, Samuel S., Jr., The South and the North in American
Religion, reviewed, 226.
Historic Structure Report for Fort Matanzas National Monument,
St. John’s County, Florida, by Fort Matanzas Stabilization
Team, reviewed, 524.
Historical Association of Southern Florida, 411.
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Historical Society of Palm Beach County, Addison Mizner Collection, 139.
History of Florida, by Tebeau, reviewed, 131.
History of Columbia County, Florida, by Keuchel, reviewed, 372.
History of Fisk University, 1856-1946, by Richardson, reviewed,
393.
History of the Greenville Missionary Baptist Church, 1849-1979,
by Browning, reviewed; 133.
History of the Jupiter Lighthouse, by Du Bois, reviewed, 405.
History of the Loxahatchee River, by Du Bois, reviewed, 522.
Hoffman, Paul E., The Spanish Crown and the Defense of the
Caribbean, 1535-1585: Precedent, Patrimonialism, and Royal
Parsimony, reviewed, 213.
Holmes, Jack D. L., “Educational Opportunities in Spanish
West Florida, 1781-1821,” 77.
Hopwood, Fred A., Melbourne, Florida, Postal History, 18801980, reviewed, 406.
Hordes, Stanley M., book review by, 213.
Hubbs, G. Ward, coll., Rowdy’ Tales From Early Alabama, The
Humor of John German Barr, reviewed, 244.
Hudson, Charles, book review by, 495.

Imperilled Union: Essays on the Background of the Civil War,
by Stampp, reviewed, 221.
“In Celebration: Jacksonville Jewry, 1850-1982,” Seminar, 410.
In the Realms of Gold: The Proceedings of the Tenth Conference on Underwater Archaeology, ed. by Cockrell, reviewed,
515.
Indian Rocks, A Pictorial History, Indian Rocks Historical Society, reviewed, 525.
Indian Rocks Historical Society, Indian Rocks, A Pictorial
History, reviewed, 525.
Ingle, John P., Jr., book review by, 105.
Inglis, G. Douglas, and William S. Coker, The Spanish Censuses
of Pensacola, 1784-1820: A Genealogical Guide to Spanish
Pensacola, reviewed, 134.
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Ingram, Mrs. H. K., Florida: Beauties of the East Coast, reviewed, 132.
Island of Ortega— A History, by Snodgrass, reviewed, 135.

Jacksonville Beaches Area Historical Society, 140.
Jacksonville Historical Society, Fiftieth Anniversary, 1929-1979,
Papers, Volume VI, ed. by Buker, Snodgrass, and Turner, reviewed, 521.
Jacoway, Elizabeth, Yankee Missionaries in the South: The Penn
School Experiment, reviewed, 391.
Jahoda, Gloria, The Other Florida, reviewed, 242.
Jefferson Davis Gets His Citizenship Back, by Warren, reviewed,
219.
Jennings, Thelma, The Nashville Convention: Southern Movement for Unity, 1848-1851, reviewed, 383.
Jonathan Dickinson’s Journal, ed. by Andrews and Andrews, reviewed, 242.
Johnson, Evans C., Oscar W. Underwood: A Political Biography,
reviewed, 123.
Jones, Jacqueline, Soldiers of Light and Love: Northern Teachers
and Georgia Blacks, 1865-1873, reviewed, 222.
José de Ezpeleta, Gobernador de la Mobila, 1780-1781, by Medina
Rojas, reviewed, 487.
Journal of Southern History, 141.
Judge Frank Johnson and Human Rights in Alabama, by Yarbrough, reviewed, 513.

Kersey, Harry A., Jr., “Florida Seminoles and the Census of 1900,”
145.
Keuchel, Edward F., A History of Columbia County, Florida,
reviewed, 372; book review by, 399.
King, Richard H., A Southern Renaissance: The Cultural
Awakening of the American South, 1930-1955, reviewed, 122.
King, R. T., book review by, 231.
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Labor, Church, and the Sugar Establishment, Louisiana, 18871976, by Becnel, reviewed, 396.
Laird, Angus McKenzie, Like I Saw It, reviewed, 132.
Lander, Ernest M., Jr., Reluctant Imperialists: Calhoun, the
South Carolinians, and the Mexican War, reviewed, 381;
book reviews by, 112, 383.
Langley, Lester D., The United States and the Caribbean, 19001970, reviewed, 129.
Larson, Lewis H., Aboriginal Subsistence Technology on the
Southeastern Coastal Plain During the Late Prehistoric
Period, reviewed, 208.
Last Cracker Barrel, by Lyons, reviewed, 242.
Lauterer, Jock, Wouldn’t Take Nothin’ For My Journey Now,
reviewed, 244.
Letter of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789, Volume 5, August
16-December 31, 1776, ed. by Smith, Gawalt, Plakas, and
Sheridan, reviewed, 493.
Lewis, Ronald L., and Philip S. Foner, eds., The Black Worker:
A Documentary History From Colonial Times to the Present,
Volumes I, II, III, IV, reviewed, 238.
Lewis, W. David, and Wesley Phillips Newton, Delta: The
History of an Airline, reviewed, 235.
Like I Saw It, by Laird, reviewed, 132.
“A Lost Landmark Revisited: The Panton House of Pensacola,”
by Thomas D. Watson, and Samuel Wilson, Jr., 42.
Loveland, Anne C., Southern Evangelicals and the Social Order,
1800-1860, reviewed, 378.
“Loyalist Refugees and the British Evacuation of East Florida,
1783-1785,” by Carole Watterson Troxler, 1.
Lumbee Problem: The Making of an American Indian People,
by Blu, reviewed, 125.
Lumpkin, Katharine Du Pre, The Making of a Southerner, reviewed, 526.
Lyon, Eugene, book review by, 491.
Lyons, Ernest, The Last Cracker Barrel, reviewed, 242; My
Florida, reviewed, 242.

McCarthy, Kevin M., book review by, 120.
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McDonough, James Lee, Stones River— Bloody Winter in Tennessee, reviewed, 385.
McMurry, Richard M., book review by, 503.
Magdol, Edward, and John L. Wakelyn, eds., The Southern
Common People: Studies in Nineteenth-Century Social
History, reviewed, 395.
Making of a Southerner, by Lumpkin, reviewed, 526.
Manucy, Albert, book review by, 215.
Mario Sanchez, Painter of Key West Memories, by Proby, reviewed, 241.
Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography, by Muhlenfeld, reviewed,
499.
Mary Chesnut’s Civil War, ed. by Woodward, reviewed, 499.
Maxwell, Leoma Bradshaw, The First Hundred Years of Avon
Park, Florida, reviewed, 523.
Medina Rojas, Fransisco de Borja, José de Ezpeleta, Gobernador
de la Mobila, 1780 1781, reviewed, 487.
Melbourne, Florida, Postal History, 1880-1980, by Hopwood, reviewed, 406.
Mein, Franklin J., and Walter Blair, eds., Half Horse Half
Alligator, the Growth of the Mike Fink Legend, reviewed, 529.
Meroney, Geraldine M., book review by, 108.
Miami, Florida: Early Families and Records, by Bonawit, reviewed, 403.
Milanich, Jerald T., book review by, 212.
Milanich, Jerald T., and Charles H. Fairbanks, Florida Archaeology, reviewed, 106.
Miller, Marc S., ed., Working Lives, The Southern Exposure;
History of Labor in the South, reviewed, 245.
Miller, Randall M., ed., The Afro-American Slave: Community or
Chaos?, reviewed, 527.
Mixon, Wayne, Southern Writers and the New South Movement, 1865-1913, reviewed, 120.
Moore, John Hebron, book review by, 497.
Morgan, William James, ed., Naval Documents of the American
Revolution, Volume 8, reviewed, 243.
Morgan, William N., Prehistoric Architecture in the Eastern
United States, reviewed, 212.
Mormino, Gary, “Tampa and the New Urban South: The Weight
Strike of 1889,” 337.
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Morris, Allen, Florida Handbook, 1981-1982, reviewed, 131.
Mosley, Leonard, Blood Relations: The Rise and Fall of the du
Ponts of Delaware, reviewed, 399.
Moss, Alfred A., Jr., The American Negro Academy: Voice of
the Talented Tenth, reviewed, 393.
Muhlenfeld, Elisabeth, Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography, reviewed, 499.
Museum of Florida History, Tallahassee, 247.
My Florida, by Lyons, reviewed, 242.

Nashville Convention: Southern Movement for Unity, 1848-1851,
by Jennings, reviewed, 383.
National Parks: The American Experience, by Runte, reviewed,
233.
National Register of Historic Places, 1981, 531.
National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the State of
Florida, 249.
Nations Remembered: An Oral History of the Five Civilized
Tribes, by Perdue, reviewed, 231.
Naval Documents of the American Revolution, volume 8, ed. by
Morgan, reviewed, 243.
Naylor, Thomas H., Charles W. Polzer, and Thomas Barnes,
comps., Northern New Spain, A Research Guide, reviewed,
246.
New Masters: Northern Planters During the Civil War and Reconstruction, by Powell, reviewed, 114.
New Orleans, by Hermann, reviewed, 245.
New River News, Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, 140.
New South and the “New Competition”: Trades Association Development in the Southern Pine Industry, by Fickle, reviewed, 507.
Newton, Wesley Phillips, and W. David Lewis, Delta: The
History of an Airline, reviewed, 235.
Nineteenth-Century Southern Literature, by Ridgely, reviewed,
118.
Northern New Spain, A Research Guide, comp. by Barnes,
Naylor, and Polzer, reviewed, 246.
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Northern Schools, Southern Blacks, and Reconstruction: Freedmen’s Education, 1862-1875, by Butchart, reviewed, 224.

Oil Spilt Shoreline Priority Protection Response Strategy for
South Florida, by South Florida Regional Planning Council,
reviewed, 410.
Okefinokee Album, by Harper and Presley, reviewed, 526.
Older People in Florida ‘80-81, ed. by Craft and Osterbind, reviewed, 134.
Olsen, Otto H., ed., Reconstruction and Redemption in the
South, reviewed, 116.
Only Land They Knew: The Tragic Story of the American
Indians in the Old South, by Wright, reviewed, 495.
Oral History Association, 248.
Ordoñez, Margaret T., “Plantation Self-Sufficiency in Leon
County, Florida: 1824-1860,” 428.
Oscar W. Underwood: A Political Biography, by Johnson, reviewed, 123.
Osterbind, Carter C., and John Craft, eds., Older People in
Florida ‘80-81, reviewed, 134.
Other Florida; by Jahoda, reviewed, 242.
Owens, Larulla, and Virginia Towns Brown, Toting the Lead
Road: Ruby Pickens Tartt, reviewed, 528.
Owsley, Frank Lawrence Jr., book review by, 371; The Struggle
for the Gulf Borderlands: The Creek War and the Battle of
New Orleans, 1812-1815, reviewed, 377.

Paisley, Clifford, From Cotton to Quail, An Agricultural
Chronicle of Leon County, Florida, 1860-1967, reviewed, 408.
Pamphlet, Historical and Descriptive of Volusia County and Its
Towns and Settlements, by Volusia County Commissioners,
reviewed, 521.
Papers of John C. Calhoun, Volume XIII, 1835-1837, ed. by
Wilson, reviewed, 217.
Papers, Volume VI, Fiftieth Anniversary, 1929-1979, Jacksonville
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Historical Society, ed. by Buker, Snodgrass, and Turner, reviewed, 521.
Parker, Carese M., Wayne Cutler, and Earl J. Smith, eds.,
Correspondence of James K. Polk, Volume V, 1839-1841, reviewed, 110.
Parks, Joseph H., book review by, 110.
Parks, Virginia, ed., Siege! Spain and Britain: Battle of Pensacola, March 9-May 8, 1781, reviewed, 132.
Patrick, Rembert W., Memorial Book Award, presented to
Nelson M. Blake, 137, 253, 265.
Peace River Valley Historical Society, 140.
Pearce, George F., The U. S. Navy in Pensacola, From Sailing
Ships to Naval Aviation (1825-1930), reviewed, 371.
Perdue, Theda, Nations Remembered: An Oral History of the
Five Civilized Tribes, reviewed, 231.
Plakas, Rosemary Fry, Paul H. Smith, Gerard W. Gawalt, and
Eugene R. Sheridan, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789, Volume 5, August 16-December 31, 1776, reviewed,
493.
Planning Division, Community Development Department, City
of St. Petersburg, St. Petersburg’s Architectural and Historic
Resources; reviewed, 403.
“Plantation Self-Sufficiency in Leon, County, Florida: 1824-1860,”
by Margaret T. Ordoñez, 428.
Politics is My Parish, by Hays, reviewed, 513.
Polzer, Charles W., Thomas Barnes, and Thomas H. Naylor,
comps., Northern New Spain, A Research Guide, reviewed,
246.
Portrait of an Island, by Teal and Teal, reviewed, 527.
Posey, Walter B., book review by, 388.
Possum Cookbook, by Carswell, reviewed, 404.
“Postscript to the Martin Tabert Case: Peonage as Usual in the
Florida Turpentine Camps,” by Jerrell H. Shofner, 161.
Powell, Lawrence N., New Masters: Northern Planters During
the Civil War and Reconstruction, reviewed, 114.
Prehistoric Architecture in the Eastern United States, by Morgan,
reviewed, 212.
Presley, Delma E., and Francis Harper, Okefinokee Album, reviewed, 526.
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Private Joseph Sprague of Vermont, the Last Soldier-Survivor of
Dade’s Massacre in Florida, 28 December 1835, by White, reviewed, 523.
Proby, Kathryn Hall, Mario Sanchez, Painter of Key West
Memories, reviewed, 241.
Purdy, Barbara A., ed., Conference on Florida’s Maritime
Heritage, Curtis-Hixon Convention Center, Tampa, Florida,
March 22-23, 1980, reviewed, 374; book review by, 515.

Rayburn, Larry, “ ‘Wherever the Fight is Thickest’: General
James Patton Anderson of Florida,” 313.
Rea, Robert R., “Florida and the Royal Navy’s Floridas,” 186.
Reconstruction and Redemption in the South, ed. by Olsen, reviewed, 116.
Reitz, Elizabeth J., book review by, 208.
Reluctant Imperialists: Calhoun, the South Carolinians, and the
Mexican War, by Lander, reviewed, 381.
Republicans, Negroes, and Progressives in the South, 1912-1916,
by Casdorph, reviewed, 511.
Revolution Remembered: Eyewitness Accounts of the War for
Independence, ed. by Dann, reviewed, 108.
Reynolds, Ray, comp. and ed., and E. W. Carswell, Commotion
in the Magnolia Tree, and He Sold No ‘Shine Before Its
Time, 404.
Richardson, Joe M., book review by, 222; A History of Fisk University, 1856-1946, reviewed, 393.
Richmond Redeemed: The Seige at Petersburg, by Sommers, reviewed, 503.
Ridgely, J. V., Nineteenth-Century Southern Literature, reviewed, 118.
Ridolph, Edward, Biscayne Bay Trolleys, Street Railways of the
Miami Area, reviewed, 525.
Rogers, William Warren, book review by, 395.
Roloson, Louise Catlin Cleaver, Catlin Genealogy, reviewed, 405.
Rowdy Tales From Early Alabama, The Humor of John German
Barr, coll. by Hubbs, reviewed, 244.
Rudderman, Gussie, Gainesville Women of Vision, reviewed, 134.
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Runte, Alfred, National Parks: The American Experience, reviewed, 233.
Rush, N. Orwin, Spain’s Final Triumph Over Great Britain in
the Gulf of Mexico, The Battle of Pensacola, March 9, May
8, 1781, reviewed, 242.

Saddlebag and Spinning Wheel: being the Civil War Letters of
George W. Peddy, M. D. and his wife Kate Featherston
Peddy, by Cuttino, reviewed, 502.
Saint Johns-Oklawaha Rivers Trading Company, Souvenir of
the City of DeLand, Florida, reviewed, 133; “Gate City”
Route, South Florida Railroad, reviewed, 404; A Pamphlet,
Historical and Descriptive of Volusia County and Its Towns
and Settlements, reviewed, 521.
St. Petersburg’s Architectural and Historic Resources, Planning
Division, Community Development Department, City of St.
Petersburg, reviewed, 403.
Sanger, Marjory Bartlett, book review by, 118.
Schafer, Daniel, book review by, 393.
Scher, Richard K., and David R. Colburn, Florida’s Gubernatorial Politics in the Twentieth Century, reviewed, 369.
Schleretch, Thomas J., Artifacts and the American Past, reviewed,
136.
Seager, Robert II., book review by, 381.
Searcy, Margaret Z., The Charm of the Bear Claw Necklace: A
Story of Stone Age Southeastern Indians, reviewed, 406.
Servies, James A., The Siege of Pensacola, 1781: A Bibliography,
reviewed, 134.
Sheridan, Eugene R., Paul H. Smith, Gerard W. Gawalt, and
Rosemary Fry Plakas, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789, Volume 5, August 16-December 31, 1776, reviewed,
493.
Shofner, Jerrel H., “Postscript to the Martin Tabert Case: Peonage as Usual in the Florida Turpentine Camps,” 161; book
reviews by, 372, 507.
Shucks, Shocks, and Hominy Blocks: Corn as a Way of Life in
Pioneer America, by Hardeman, reviewed, 497.
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Siege of Pensacola, 1781: A Bibliography, by Servies, reviewed,
134.
Siege of Pensacola, 1781, and Maps with Data on Troop Strength,
Military Units, Ships, Casualties, and Related Statistics, by
Coker and Coker, reviewed, 241.
Siege! Spain and Britain: Battle of Pensacola, March 9-May 8,
1781, ed. by Parks, reviewed, 132.
Sitkoff, Harvard, The Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1980, reviewed, 407.
Slaughter, Frank G., book review by, 219.
Smith, Earl J., Wayne Cutler, and Carese M. Parker, eds.,
Correspondence of James K. Polk, Volume V, 1839-1841, reviewed, 110.
Smith, Paul H., Gerard W. Gawalt, Rosemary Fry Plakas, and
Eugene R. Sheridan, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789, Volume 5, August 16-December 31, 1776, reviewed,
493.
Smock, Raymond H., and Louis R. Harlan, eds., The Booker T.
Washington Papers, Volume 9: 1906-1908, reviewed, 505.
Snodgrass, Dena, The Island of Ortega— A History, reviewed, 135,
Snodgrass, Dena, George E. Buker, and John B. Turner, Jr., eds.,
Papers Volume VI, Fiftieth Anniversary, 1929-1979, Jacksonville Historical Society, reviewed, 521.
Soldiers of Light and Love: Northern Teachers and Georgia
Blacks, 1865-1873, by Jones, reviewed, 222.
Solomon, Jack and Olivia Solomon, Ghosts and Goosebumps, reviewed, 528.
Solomon, Olivia, and Jack Solomon, Ghosts and Goosebumps, reviewed, 528.
Sommers, Richard J., Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg, reviewed, 503.
South and the North in American Religion, by Hill, reviewed,
226.
South Atlantic Archives and Records Conference, April 1982, 533.
“South Florida in 1860,” by Rodney E. Dillon, Jr., 440.
South Florida Pioneers, 248.
South Florida Regional Planning Council, Oil Spill Shoreline
Priority Protection Response Strategy for South Florida, reviewed, 410.
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Southern Common People: Studies in Nineteenth-Century Social
History, ed. by Magdol and Wakelyn, reviewed, 395.
Southern Evangelicals and the Social Order, 1800-1860, by Loveland, reviewed, 378.
“The Southern Indians in the War of 1812: The Closing Phase,”
by John Sugden, 273.
Southern Renaissance: The Cultural Awakening of the American
South, 1930-1955, by King, reviewed, 122.
Southern Writers and the New South Movement, 1865-1913, by
Mixon, reviewed, 120.
Souvenir of the City of DeLand, Florida, by the City of DeLand,
reviewed, 133.
Spain’s Final Triumph Over Great Britain in the Gulf of Mexico,
The Battle of Pensacola, March 9, May 8, 1781, by Rush, reviewed, 242.
Spanish Censuses of Pensacola, 1784-1820: A Genealogical Guide,
To Spanish Pensacola, comp. by Coker and Inglis, reviewed,
134.
Spanish Crown and the Defense of the Caribbean, 1535-1585:
Precedent, Patrimonialism, and Royal Parsimony, by Hoffman, reviewed, 213.
Stampp, Kenneth M., The Imperilled Union: Essays on the Background of the Civil War, reviewed, 221.
Stones River— Bloody Winter in Tennessee, by McDonough, reviewed, 385.
Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1980, by Sitkoff, reviewed, 407.
Struggle for the Gulf Borderlands: The Creek War and the Battle
of New Orleans, 1812-1815, by Owsley, reviewed, 377.
Sugden, John, “The Southern Indians in the War of 1812: The
Closing Phase,” 273.
Sun, Sand and Water: A History of the Jacksonville District.
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1821-1975, by Buker, reviewed,
489.
Swamp Water, by Bell, reviewed, 527.
Swint, Henry L., book review by, 391.

“Tampa and the New Urban South: The Weight Strike of 1899,”
by Gary Mormino, 337.
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Tampa Bay History, essay contest, 532.
Tampa Historical Society, 139, 248, 409; “Do-It-Yourself Guide to
Downtown Tampa and Surrounding Areas,” 532.
Taylor, Joe Gray, book review by, 114.
Teal, John, and Mildred Teal, Portrait of an Island, reviewed,
527.
Teal, Mildred, and John Teal, Portrait of an Island, reviewed,
527.
Tebeau, Charlton W., Book Award, presented to Ben East, 138,
253, 265.
Tebeau, Charlton W., book review by, 103; A History of Florida,
reviewed, 131.
This So Remote Frontier: The Chattahoochee Country of Alabama and Georgia, by Fretwell, reviewed, 210.
Thompson, Arthur W., Memorial Prize in Florida History, 253;
presented to Thomas Graham, 137, 265.
Thompson, Gregory C., book review by, 233.
Toting the Lead Road: Ruby Pickens Tartt, by Brown and
Owens, reviewed, 528.
Troxler, Carole Watterson, “Loyalist Refugees and the British
Evacuation of East Florida, 1783-1785,” 1.
Turner, John B., Jr., George E. Buker, and Dena Snodgrass, eds.,
Papers Volume VI, Fiftieth Anniversary, 1929-1979, Jacksonville Historical Society, reviewed, 521.

Under the Minarets: The University of Tampa Celebrates Fifty
Years of Progress: 1931-1981, by Covington, reviewed, 402.
United States and the Caribbean, 1900-1970, by Langley, reviewed, 129.
United States Army Military History Institute, 142.
University of Florida, Department of History, Public History
Program, 138.
University of Florida’s’ Graduate School Monographs on the
Social Sciences, publication awards competition, 532.
U. S. Navy in Pensacola, From Sailing Ships to Naval Aviation
(1825-1930), by Pearce, reviewed, 371.
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Varnum, John P., Florida! Its Climate, Productions and Characteristics. A Handbook of Important and Reliable Information for the Use of the Tourist, Settler and Invester, reviewed,
520.
Violence and Culture in the Antebellum South, by Bruce, reviewed, 112.
Vanstory, Burnette, Georgia’s Land of the Golden Isles, reviewed;
526.
Volume Four, Cemetery Inscriptions, Volusia County, by
Brownell, reviewed, 405.
Volusia County, Volume Four, Cemetery Inscriptions, by
Brownell, reviewed, 405.

Wakelyn, Jon L., and Edward Magdol, eds., The Southern
Common People: Studies in Nineteenth-Century Social
History, reviewed, 395.
“War Clouds on the Mississippi: Spain’s 1785 Crisis in West
Florida,” by Gilbert C. Din, 51.
Ward, Judson C., Jr., book review by, 509.
Warren Akin Candler: The Conservative as Idealist, by Bauman,
reviewed, 509.
Warren, Robert Penn, Jefferson Davis Gets His Citizenship Back,
reviewed, 219.
Watson, Thomas D., and Samuel Wilson, Jr., “A Lost Landmark
Revisited: The Panton House of Pensacola,” 42.
Wells, Sharon, Forgotten Legacy, Blacks in Nineteenth Century
Key West, reviewed, 519.
Wentworth Foundation, Inc., 138.
West Florida’s Forgotten People: The Creek Indians, videotape
produced by Lucius Ellsworth, 409.
Westward Enterprise: English Activities in Ireland, The Atlantic
and America, 1480-1650, ed. by Andrews, Canny, and Hair,
reviewed, 491.
“ ‘Wherever the Fight is Thickest”: General James Patton Anderson of Florida,” by Larry Rayburn, 313.
White, Nathan H., Private Joseph Sprague of Vermont, the Last
Soldier-Survivor of Dade’s Massacre in Florida, 28 December
1835, reviewed, 523.
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Wilgus, A. Curtis, obituary, 143.
Wilson, Charles Reagan, Baptized in Blood: The Religion of
the Lost Cause, reviewed, 388.
Wilson, Clyde N., ed., The Papers of John C. Calhoun, Volume
XIII, 1835-1837, reviewed, 217.
Wilson, Samuel, Jr., and Thomas D. Watson, “A Lost Landmark
Revisited: The Panton House of Pensacola,” 42.
Wish You Were Here . . . A Grand Tour of Early Florida Via
Old Postcards, by Dunn, reviewed, 519.
Woodward, C. Vann, ed., Mary Chesnut’s Civil War, reviewed,
499.
Working Lives, The Southern Exposure; History of Labor in
the South, ed. by Miller, reviewed, 245.
Wouldn’t Take Nothin’ For My Journey Now, by Lauterer, reviewed, 244.
Wright, J. Leitch, Jr., book review by, 210; The Only Land
They Knew: The Tragic Story of the American Indians in
the Old South, reviewed, 495.

Yankee Missionaries in the South: The Penn School Experiment,
by Jacoway, reviewed, 391.
Yarbrough, Tinsley E., Judge Frank Johnson and Human Rights
in Alabama, reviewed, 513.
Yesterday & Today, self-guided tour of Historic Fort Myers, 139.
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